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>>Committee commenced at 8:50

Chairman: Good morning, everybody.
Welcome back to the Standing
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Committee on Oversight of Government
Operations and Public Accounts. We will
continue with our theme from yesterday.

First, I would like to ask Mr. Enook to
lead us in prayer. Thank you.

>>Prayer

Chairman: Thank you. Once again,
everyone has a copy of the agenda in
front of them. Are there any questions or
concerns? There are none. We are going
to jump right into the action this morning.
I would like to ask Mr. Akeeagok to
provide his opening comments, please.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman and Committee
Members. | am pleased to appear before
the (interpretation ends) Standing
Committee on Oversight of Government
Operations and Public Accounts to speak
about the Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. (interpretation)
I would like to introduce Jessica Bell,
Manager of Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Office, who will be
assisting me with this process.

The Department of Executive and
Intergovernmental Affairs works with all
public bodies responsible under the
ATIPP Act to ensure we are providing
services to Nunavummiut. This includes
a consistent approach to:

e Applying fees

¢ Releasing records

e Tracking administrative information
pertaining to ATIPP requests for the
annual report and administration of
the ATIPP Act; and

e Providing regular training to all
government employees.

(interpretation ends) The ATIPP office
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continues to work with the public bodies
to ensure that we are meeting the needs
of Nunavummiut under the ATIPP Act.
Although we work cooperatively with the
public bodies, we may not be able to
directly speak to some of the concerns
raised by the Standing Committee, as we
are not directly responsible for ATIPP
functions within the departments. While
the ATIPP office coordinates and tracks
ATIPP responses, each public body is
responsible for its own implementation of
the ATIPP Act.

The government gives careful
consideration to all recommendations
made by the commissioner and the
Standing Committee to determine how
best to implement them. In May 2013,
the amendments to the ATIPP Act came
into force, subjecting all public bodies to
increased obligations to protect personal
privacy and provided the commissioner
with oversight under the privacy
provisions of the Act. To support these
legislative changes, the department has
created various resource materials and
provided numerous training opportunities
to employees to ensure meaningful
compliance.

We have also made administrative
changes that have improved ATIPP
administration. The following is a list of
work done by the government in response
to the recommendations made by the
commissioner and this Standing
Committee over the years:

e The GN continues to review the list
of public bodies found in the ATIPP
regulations to ensure the list reflects
the organizational changes that have
occurred since the creation of
Nunavut.

e Regular and meaningful training is
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offered to all GN employees,
including specialized ATIPP training
for ATIPP coordinators, health
workers, and senior management.

Each public body has designated an
ATIPP coordinator to administer the
Act. This includes two departments
which have designated full-time
ATIPP coordinators.

The GN has created and distributed
the ATIPP directory throughout
Nunavut, both on the access and
privacy website and in paper form
through our government liaison
offices. This document is available in
all four official languages.

The GN takes pride in tabling an
annual report on the administration of
the ATIPP Act and this practice will
continue. This report includes the
statistics related to the administration
of the Act, including the number of
requests to which public bodies, time
spent processing requests, fees
charged, and the language in which
the request was placed and released.

In the spirit of building transparency
into our contracting, the GN has
created a website that provides
contract details by department that is
accessible to the public.

The GN has a comprehensive records
management system which governs
both paper and electronic records
under the custody and control of all
departments.

Privacy impact assessments are done
on a regular basis to ensure any

changes to existing or new programs
and databases are privacy compliant
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under the Act.

While we are pleased with the work we
have accomplished to date, we continue
to work toward the improvement of the
ATIPP function. The recommendations
currently under review include:

e The inclusion of municipalities under
the ATIPP Act.

Municipalities are an important level
of community government in
Nunavut. We feel that the
transparency and accountability
which is achieved through the ATIPP
Act is also important for
Nunavummiut when being served by
their municipality.

There is a huge discrepancy between
the capacities of the larger
communities versus the smaller
communities and this is being
considered as we move forward with
consultations. Engagement with the
three major regional centres has
progressed and we continue options
for their inclusion. A joint working
group has been established between
the ATIPP office and the City of
Igaluit, which stemmed from a
training session for city staff held in
February 2014.

The ATIPP manager appeared before
the Igaluit City Council later that
month to discuss the future of ATIPP
for the city. The mayor and council
were supportive of implementation
of the access and privacy principles
within the city. (interpretation) In
May 2014, training sessions were
offered to both Rankin Inlet and
Cambridge Bay staff and councils.
Rankin Inlet participated in the
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training while Cambridge Bay
council decided to engage the
Nunavut Association of
Municipalities before taking on any
access and privacy training.

(interpretation ends) The ATIPP Act
is a major responsibility and as such,
the GN cannot make this decision
unilaterally without full
representation from all stakeholders.
We need to find a way to include the
municipalities of Nunavut under the
ATIPP Act that will allow for a
successful transition. It should be
noted that the inclusion of
municipalities under the ATIPP
regulations will require a review of
the legislation to ensure the current
wording of the Act is appropriate for
another level of government.

e Personal Health Information. The
Government of Nunavut has very
strict privacy directives related to the
handling of personal health
information in the electronic health
records system. These directives,
along with the ATIPP Act, provide
strong legislative and regulatory
controls over the protection of
personal health information. This
legislation falls under the
Department of Health, who have
committed to developing health-
specific privacy legislation in the
2014-17 business plan.

(interpretation) In closing, we will do our
best to answer your questions, either in
this session or by written response later.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
I’m going to condense my opening
comments. Basically, I just want to
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mention that while we appreciate the EIA
does not necessarily run the day-to-day
ATIPP functions in each department,
you’ll appreciate that a number of our
questions will likely concern the GN’s
overall responses to a number of
recommendations from the Information
and Privacy Commissioner, as well as the
Government of Nunavut annual report.

With that in mind, I would like to remind
members and witnesses and visitors to
please put their cell phones and other
electronic devices on silent mode. For the
benefit of our recording system, | would
ask the witnesses to wait until I invite
you to proceed before activating your
microphones and always go through the
chair when responding to members’
questions or comments,

With that, I"d like to welcome any
comments to the opening comments. Any
comments? Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,

Mr. Chairman. Good morning to you, Mr.

Chairman, Mr. Akeeagok and Ms. Bell as
well as Nunavummiut. Mr. Chairman, |
just want some clarification on the
opening comments, specifically on two
points that were made.

The first one is on page two, at the top of
the page which states that, “each public
body is responsible for its own
implementation of the ATIPP Act”. I
have difficulty remembering the Inuktitut
version of this legislation. I just want to
ask if these public bodies have been
informed about their obligation to
implement these requirements by a
certain date, including details? Are these
obligations in written form, or is this left
at their discretion? Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.
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Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Enook. Mr.
Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. Each public body
and department, through their respective
ministers, will be required to appoint
their ATIPP co-ordinators. Once they are
appointed.

The officers, once appointed are provided
training on the legislative mandate and
duties, including the time limits to
respond to requests. If you can’t respond
within the time limit, then you have to
follow these procedures and basically, it
outlines all of the policies they require.

In the department of EIA, once we
receive a request, we generally respond
by going to the office and conducting
training with the staff member. That is
our usual practice with the officers that
are appointed to this position. | hope that
my response was adequate. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. Let me continue to page 2
if I may, since the last paragraph speaks
to the training of employees who will be
dealing with the (interpretation ends)
ATTIP (interpretation) process in
fulfilling their legislative duties, and
further it speaks about (interpretation
ends) health workers (interpretation)
doesn’t translate well in Inuktitut.

I don’t grasp which positions are
included in this generic term, whether it
includes nurses or others, but I haven’t
perused the Inuktitut version yet. I don’t
know if you mean nurses in this term, the
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English term used here (interpretation
ends) health workers (interpretation)
which positions are included in this
definition? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Enook. Just
for committee members, this line of
questioning started already, we’ll just go
right into general questions on the
reports. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Yes, the
English term used here (interpretation
ends) health workers (interpretation)
includes the positions associated with
social services. The reports outline the
number of employees that have received
training in this area.

Some positions come from the Health
department, the Social Service
department including workers under the
Justice department who deal with these
requests. There are slight differences but
they are all generally dealing with
privacy matters and we try to provide
opportunities for training by announcing
training programs with set dates and to
gauge interest and participants. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. | apologize, Mr.
Chairman as I wasn’t trying to directly
question the witness, but rather 1 wanted
clarification on the term used, so |
apologize to you, Mr. Chairman.

Let me try to get further clarification on
this other matter, which is on page 3, in
the fourth bullet which speaks to the
website that was created to allow the
public to look at various government
operations. They can visit the site as an
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example, to check into contracts currently
on file.

Yesterday, during our questioning of the
Information and Privacy Commissioner,
she reported that she had attempted to
work through the site to try and research
a particular issue contained in the report,
and her estimation was that it took her
about 45 minutes to find the information
on the website. She stated that she is
quite adept at surfing the web, however it
still took her 45 minutes to find the
information.

After that information came to light in
her report, can we assume that the
website has been improved so that people
looking for information won’t require 45
minutes to find the relevant information?
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, it is a work in
progress. The website is a work in
progress and we’ve given each
department what they have to follow and
the Nunavut government’s computers got
updated for the past two years each
department has been updating their
electronic record keeping. They are
trying to make sure that the contracts are
available for viewing in that. In the NAM
website, they are all available there as
well.

After listening yesterday, | decided to test
it and maybe because | work inside the
government | found it easy to get
information. But we are always working
to improve it. If anything is not available
that we find, we have tried to make it
more available. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.
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Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
Along that same line yesterday when the
commissioner was discussing once she
did find information, the information was
very sparse. For an example, there was
one contract mentioned in the $70 million
range where it was just the name of the
company that was awarded the contract.

When you were doing your exam
yesterday, what level of detail did you
find through your pursuing through the
website on what level of detail? Are there
actual copies of the contracts in there? Or
portions of the contracts? Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
What was in the commissioner’s report is
if you click for the sealift, that’s the level
of information you will receive. For the
actual contract, I didn’t find it in terms of
through the website. But there are other
ways or forms of getting those. When |
did the search, it was that level of detail
what was highlighted in the
commissioner’s report. (interpretation)
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Is the
government looking towards providing
more detail? The main reason why | ask
is even for our own interest as legislators
in here we approve budgets for
departments and then sometimes we get
feedback from constituents or concerned
citizens that the contracting conditions
are not being met.

Whereas if we could look on a site and
see the contract or at least some of the
terms of reference from the contract of
what duties are to be associated with
whatever contract it is that the
government signs into it, it would make it
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a lot easier for ourselves and for our
residents to self-evaluate or evaluate
some of the progress of these contracts
and to see if there are any gaps that as
legislators we can bring the government
to account to.

Can I get your opinion on that, Mr.
Akeeagok?

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
The ATIPP act is a very fine balance
between ensuring the right of access to
information and to protecting the privacy
rights of individuals and their
organizations who deal with the
government. That’s what, as
governments, we’ve been trying to find
that right balance. From my opinion, yes,
there should be more information
provided and we are quite open in the
discussion with our commissioner in
providing that right balance. Department
of Community and Government Services
tables their annual contract activity
reports to this House and that information
is available on the website too. When this
House seeks more clarification on those
contracts those are provided through the
department that contacted.

There is a fine balance that we are trying
to find and this is a work in progress that
we will continue to do. (interpretation)
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
I’1l go to the next name on my list, Ms.
Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Welcome to the Chambers.
Yesterday | asked the Information and
Privacy Commissioner on how well she
felt Nunavummiut knew about their
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rights to access information about public
bodies of the GN. | would like to know
what is the GN’s position on this
question as well. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. We have created and
distributed the ATIPP directory in all
four languages. The document is a
requirement and provides an overview
individual rights under the Act and the
contact information for managers of
ATIPP and the information and privacy
commissioner. We have produced
pamphlets that are available to all
Nunavummiut along with our
departmental website. We continually
provide regular training to our
government liaison officers in terms of
how to assist individuals in exercising
their rights under the ATIPP act. These
frontline employees are well equipped to
assist community members who may not
otherwise access government services
and information. (interpretation) Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
Where are those pamphlets available to
members of the public? Are they in
municipal offices or GLOs, how does a
member of the public find this pamphlet.
Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you. (interpretation ends) We have it on
our website, those pamphlets available in
most if not all of the health centres and
are of all our government liaison officers’
offices. Those pamphlets are available in
every other community. (interpretation)
Thank you, Mr. Chairman
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Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. I thank you for your answer. |
guess | will go briefly to my follow-up.
When | asked about how well do you
think Nunavummiut know their rights, |
know that there is information out there,
but I want your, | guess your position on
if you feel that that information is being
communicated properly, consistently, so
people know that by using the service,
and if they feel that they are not being
served in a way that they should, up to
standard, that they really understand, for
example, that they can go to the liaison
officer and get this help that you talk
aboult.

We can often distribute a lot of
information and it ends up on tables and
in the garbage and whatever, | know that
there is real effort that is being made in
distributing information. The next level is
to ensure that this information is actually
being used and that government workers
are actually taking this information and
making sure that the people they
represent in their communities are
actually learning about it. Can | get your
stand on that? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Ms. Angnakak.
Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
There are a number of ways of informing
the public and I think we take pride in
trying to communicate it as much as
possible through our pamphlets and
ensuring that when our government
liaison officers are here for workshops,
we revisit them on an ongoing basis,
along with training our frontline
employees and making sure that that
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information is available.

| think that through this Committee, on
an annual basis, having discussions on
the commissioner’s report, it raises a lot
of good awareness. | think that if there
are a number of individuals and a number
of businesses that are accessing
information through the access to
information, we hope that this continues.

Also, if a person feels that their privacy is
breached, there are phone numbers and
by contacting our offices, we try and
work towards that as much as possible. |
am quite pleased with the work that the
Standing Committee has done in terms of
raising this awareness on access to
information and it helps complement our
training and our education to the public.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for that answer. |
think, too, what I’m also getting at is the
fact that some people, and I think there
are a lot of people, who don’t realize that
their information about themselves is
private and should not be shared. That’s
kind of where I’'m going with this, but
I’m going to go on to my next question.
It’s following the same kind of area.

| want to ask: in your capacity, what is
your opinion on how well do the
employees of the GN, or the Government
of Nunavut, know the Act, the
Information and Privacy Act, and the
responsibilities that they hold under it?
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

bNLNGE_NJS A YNJC ISGJCLE CAL®a
D>Sbec_SbN5bSHeC®IC CEAT*L blMha><re A5
SH>AQENCNSHEC®DJC Cod<d PEIIA%Q S <L

allfnYD><¢ CAL*a DP/NIPNENT
ANCPR*abeC®IC Acd, AJ*a "beC™IC
CAL*a. 5 bx¢d“oONJ CL%a.

ALLSECDSe P DA% AALKE Cbdd

beJa DsdNNry+Ne

CdyP>a  PyD>SbeCeINT>e<C
SO>ANIPEQ P Qb AN of, <L
ACLSBNNPaAHECHCDC CAL Q. IO <>*L o
Cbd<l bNLAGE S AcndnlLy*MoC CAL*a
DSNP>LNCNSHECSLE DPYN<IPN N

AN SbCCSa Mg € Cba>C.

Ao <8 NLAHECHCD< 5 CLbd. Sd-*al™,
ASPRPCS®,

Ab/QPCSe (ONANJO): Sdvyal™, M Jvabs.

q*abs® OLANJC): Sdv*al®, AWRPCH, L
sdbeal® PDYDUL. <HLOCCDSe AL®a DNPLI*L
AN ADAS M ALADLLC ADAS Cbo
SpD>ALeG*NLLC Ceddd DP/NP<IPNSNSIN*NC
A% AlL%a b ®DLLC

Doy DL MLLC S CAL*QABGAL®D M, CRR.

A, CAL D<ot Ao <SL CddNA%Q AS
A5 JANSLY*L AcnoSTC CLbdao™L Sbose
AALAC Cbdd A%ba AL®N*NC LRLedS, oa O€
LRLEI*NC. Sb>pLRC ASHLN<oC
beUa D nosI¢ blMalb< Asdys<d*Negc
SboS> IDNCP>JU%a Sa*L? Sdy*al™®, AWRPCSe,

Ab/RPCSe (ONANJO): Sdy>al™. C SP<IPs,

15




Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
The government employees are very
aware of this Act and it’s one that we do
have ongoing education towards our
employees on their own responsibilities
as they’re staffed.

We do focus and we do offer training
from employee orientations. If they are
health workers, such as health
professionals and our senior managers
who deal with these, we do target those
and focus in terms of providing the
training. There are at least four different
handbooks that we provide to our staff
and make available to these.

As well, our ATIPP office provides
resource materials to teachers for an
ATIPP guide in Nunavut and fact sheets
on RCMP disclosures and fact sheets on
the creation of consent forms. We try and
assist in terms of informing our
employees, all of our employees, and our
outside agencies of this Act.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. | bring this up because in
some conversations I’ve had even with
the Assistant Auditor General and his
staff, we were talking about privacy.
Using as an example Family Services and
the very private information that are on
files dealing with foster care children.
There was a mention that the sharing of
information is sometimes too loose when
you’re talking, even with outside
agencies.

My question to you is; how is the GN
ensuring that even though maybe their
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staff know about the privacy act that

they’re actually in compliance with it?
What measures do you have in place to
ensure this? Thank you, Mr. Chairman

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation) Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
For that type of scenario, we work with
the departments to ensure in terms of
whether to make them aware of the
privacy act and work with the
departments to find what privacy is and
1sn’t.

If there are any breaches, we assist the
departments in getting directives or
protocols in place to ensure that the
private information of individuals are
protected.

There was an amendment to the act on
the oversight of the commissioner to
increase her responsibilities on this issue,
too. It’s a very collaborative effort that
we take. When we do hear of breaches
then we task the departments to ensure
that there are protocols or directives to
ensure that privacy [breaches] don’t
repeat [themselves].

It’s an ongoing issue that we try to
balance as much as possible. For the
frontline staff that our government has,
those are the ‘awarenesses’ and we also
offer training programs for these specific
things. (interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for your answer.
My next question is the Information and
Privacy Commissioner of Nunavut stated
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that she wanted to have more input and
provide more advice when it comes to
some of the government projects that
affect private information.

What is the government’s position on this
and what will be your role to ensure that
this happens? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
I’'m going to ask Jessica Bell to respond
to this. She works very closely with the
commissioner so with your permission |
will allow her to respond to that question.
(interpretation) Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Bell.
Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Sorry, can you wait until
your light comes on?

Ms. Bell: Sorry. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. To answer your question
about dealing with the information and
privacy commissioner’s office in
consultation on, especially large projects
or changes to existing projects within the
Government of Nunavut, we feel very
strongly about working closely with the
Office of the Information and Privacy
Commissioner.

We have created internal policies around
doing privacy impact assessments and
reviewing all project initiation to
determine whether it’s appropriate to do a
large privacy impact assessment or not,
which is a tool that we use to determine
what risks might be associated with new
projects. Once we create privacy impact
assessments within a department, they are
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sent to the Information and Privacy
Commissioner’s office for review and
input before we move forward with any
new projects.

We also have our privacy policy, our
privacy breach and incident policy, which
requires us and all employees. It was
created after the amendments to the
ATIPP Act, which ensures that
administrative processes are followed and
that mandatory privacy breach reporting
to the Information and Privacy
Commissioner occurs. Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you, Ms. Bell. Ms.
Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for your answer.
I’m just wondering: so is it up to the GN
to determine if the Information and
Privacy Commissioner should be
involved in the project? From what |
understood yesterday, it seems that she
wants to be more involved than what she
is currently involved in now. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
With your permission, Jessica Bell will
respond to that.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Bell.

Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. |
believe that the Information and Privacy
Commissioner would like to and it should
be included [in] more projects that we are
initiating, especially stemming from the
amendments that came into force last
year. This is definitely the most
appropriate process to follow. We do feel
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like she has been consulted pretty well on
some of our large projects.

One of the problems for us in terms of
consultation is timing on projects.
Oftentimes, it takes quite a bit of time to
get the consultation process through and
that can delay some of our larger
projects, which can be an issue for us. |
believe now, especially as the
commissioner has committed to spending
more time on ATIPP for Nunavut, that in
the future, this is going to work very well
for us and we’re committed to working
with the commissioner on any new or
large changes to existing projects. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for that answer. |
think that’s a right direction to be going
into.

My next question is that the Information
and Privacy Commissioner stated in the
House once again yesterday that in regard
to her interest in conducting privacy
audits on the GN departments. What is
the government’s position on this
statement? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Very good question, Ms.
Angnakak. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok: With your permission
again, Mr. Chairman, | will let Ms.
Jessica Bell answer that. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Bell.
Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We

welcome that. We believe that privacy
audits are actually a great tool in
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determining risk factors to breaches in
privacy that as frontline employees who
are working towards the function of
service, we don’t necessarily see
ourselves. We believe that doing privacy
audits could be a great tool and the
expertise of the Information and Privacy
Commissioner would be a great asset for
us moving forward [in] ensuring that
we’re living up to our expectations under
the Access to Information and Protection
of Privacy Act. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for that answer. |
think that’s another one that we’re going
in the right direction and I’'m hoping that
the commissioner who is here with us
today in the House notes that.

My next question, | know that you have
said that you feel that staff are well
trained and know the Act, but how does
the Government of Nunavut ensure that
the Information and Privacy Act is
followed and respected? I think that we
have heard, in some cases, where there
has been an application to access
information and what has come back has
not been satisfactory. How do you deal
with that? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
We deal with that on various steps. As
the ATIPP coordinators work very
closely with our manager in terms of
ensuring that our staff do get the level of
training and when there are either the
staff itself or the coordinator in terms of
responding in that form, there are
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mechanisms that do take place. We try
and address it through the coordination of
the ATIPP coordinators. If that doesn’t
work it starts getting elevated up to the
senior managers through that mechanism.
It’s complimented by providing training
for this type.

Our coordinators are coordinated very
well. 1 would say that they work well
together. I’'m very fortunate to have a
good manager that has very clear
communications with the departmental
coordinators to message that.

We work very closely with the
commissioner in terms of trying to find a
resolution if and when those events do
take place.

Ongoing training and ongoing awareness
is the key to ensuring that our staff are
fully aware of what the ATIPP act and
what privacy is. Within our senior
management, as the head deputy for
executive which is the coordinating
function for ATIPP | have ongoing
dialogue with my deputy colleagues in
terms of ensuring that ATIPP is followed.
| hope that answers the questions. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.
Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for your answer.
That provides some good insight.
My next question is how often has non-
compliance of the Act elevated to your
level? Thank you, Mr. Chairman
Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
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Not very often. Thank you.
Chairman: Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Let me rephrase that,
Mr. Chairman.

>>[ aughter

How many times has noncompliance of
the act elevated to your position? Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: | was expecting that. Mr.
Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok: For my position,
Jessica’s been in that department a little
bit longer. I’ll ask, with your permission,
for Jessica Bell to respond to that.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Bell.

Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As
the centralized coordination of the
ATIPP’s function, EIA is highly involved
in a lot of the processing of access to
information requests. We do a lot of the
tracking and we provide non-legal advice
to public bodies about the
implementation of the ATIPP act and
their administrative processes.

There are times that public bodies do not
necessarily agree with our approach and
each public body is responsible for the

ATIPP function within their department.

In times that we do disagree we will seek
other advice, either from legal and they
will provide us with a legal opinion that
sets us in the right direction or we will
review old reviews from the information
and privacy commissioner and we come
to a compromise. It’s not often that
public bodies are non-compliant as
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opposed to having a different view as to
how to apply legislation. It does happen
when an applicant is not satisfied or feels
like a public body has not responded
appropriately. They then are advised that
they have recourse through a review of
the information and privacy
commissioner.

So in terms of non-compliance, I can’t
say that any public body has been non-
compliant in the event that someone is
not satisfied with the response or action
of a public body, they are advised they
can go to the information and privacy
commissioner. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for that answer,
that is very informative. My next
question; the information and privacy
commissioner has made
recommendations throughout the time
she’s been commissioner and in fact she
mentioned in the House yesterday that
these recommendations are numerous.
How does the government go about
implementing or not implementing these
recommendations? Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
Over the past years as the commissioner
mentioned she has numerous
recommendations and each of those
recommendations we try and respond
accordingly. In terms of trying to balance
her recommendations and our role to
implement the ATIPP act, we try and find
that balance. Each public body is
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responsible for those recommendations.

We work closely with those
recommendations and those
recommendations lead to overall
administrative changes to the ATIPP
function. Those are lead by ATIPP
officers with any larger administrative
changes going through the ATIPP
coordinator committee and reported to
the central accountability committee of
deputies. We do have that function in
terms of to try and address the
recommendations that she has done and
each recommendation requires different
responses.

| think in my opening comments the
ongoing recommendations that she has
done over the years is on municipalities.
I’'m quite pleased that we are taking the
steps towards hopefully reaching some of
our recommendations but it’s one that we
need to work very closely with other
bodies in terms of convincing or assisting
in terms of applying the Act. Each
recommendation | think requires a
specific response and we do that through
our annual response to her report.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. | thank you for that answer. It
leads me to my next question that if a
disagreement on a recommendation is in
place does the GN then work with the
commissioner to try and find a
compromise and is this rare thing to
happen? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Ms. Angnakak.
Mr. Akeeagok.
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Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
Our working relationship with the
commissioner is very close. With her
recommendations, we do go and have
discussions with her about that and it’s an
ongoing. I’'m happy with that relationship
because it allows us for both in terms of
responding accordingly. Some of these
recommendations, I think, stem from the
amendment for last year’s legislative
amendments.

I think I’m satisfied that we do have an
ongoing relationship with the
commissioner and with this Committee.
Some of those recommendations are to
amend the legislation and I think that
function, in terms of trying to find that
balance, would work well together.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for your answer.
What is the government’s position on the
current structure of how the Government
of Nunavut addresses access to
information? For example, you have a
coordinator and each department, | guess,
has their own identified staff to deal with
ATIPP functions. What’s your position
on that? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you. (interpretation ends) I think this is a
good model. It’s one that we need
continuous collaboration between the
public bodies and our department. | think
it’s one that is working and that’s
something that | do support. Those public
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bodies do have that information, whether
it’s for privacy or further information,
which an individual or a business is
seeking. It goes right to the source and |
think that’s something that I'm
supportive of in terms of the structure.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Angnakak.

Ms. Angnakak: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Thank you for your answer. It
leads me to my next question. Yesterday,
the commissioner talked about the fact...
. Actually, she noted in her annual report
that the applications for access to
information are becoming more
numerous. Currently, the way the
government operates is that they don’t
really have a dedicated full-time staff
other than Jessica to really deal with
some of these requests. She suggested
that the GN really should start to look
towards having an office with staff
dedicated solely to ATIPP. What is your
position on that? Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
This is legislation that we follow and
when there are increases in terms of more
applications and that, we have to respond
to those.

Each public body, when there are a
number of responses are required, all
look within their own resources in terms
of how to address this. I think it’s one
that over time, you will have to have
more dedicated employees, but this is one
of many programs that we need staff to
do the work. I think it’s just a matter of
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time or evolution of time in terms of
providing dedicated staff towards this.
We leave to the public bodies to
determine and we provide advice. If they
request for support from our department,
whether it’s moral or direct, we do
provide that. (interpretation) Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. (interpretation)
Ms. Angnakak, is that all? (interpretation
ends) The next name | have on my list is
Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. Prior to moving to the
details within the report which | want to
ask about, I wish to get further
clarification, Mr. Chairman, perhaps two
requests for clarification.

The first matter that was spoken to relate
to training programs for access to
information and the protection of privacy
under the legislation. I want further
clarification on the title used, especially
the Inuktitut version which is too long
and unwieldy so when | state legislation,
| am referring to this ATIPP legislation.

Mr. Akeeagok, you stated and clarified in
your report that some employees in the
Health department are included in the
training. 1 would like some elucidation as
there are many employees working in this
field, so are they trained in the
communities proper? As an example, if
the training is offered in the smallest
communities all the way to the larger
communities? That is my question.

Secondly, the overall number of nurses in
Nunavut is quite large especially the
agency nurses hired temporarily to
alleviate our shortage of permanent
nurses. Do the agency nurses also receive
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training under the ATIPP training on the
legislative requirements and their duties
under it? Thank you, Mr. Chairman

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. With your permission | would
ask Jessica to respond to that.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Absolutely. Ms. Bell.

Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We
provide dedicated training to health staff.
We will provide dedicated training to any
division or specific group that requires it
or requests it from us. We provide regular
training to health staff, both with the
specialized training here in lgaluit. We
use the telehealth system they have in
place to provide training to health centres
in all of the communities.

This past year we had our ATIPP
consultant travel to both Rankin Inlet and
Cambridge Bay where he provided local
training as well. While he was in those
communities he provided training to
regional staff through the telehealth
system. We provide ongoing training.

We also have really good regional
coordinators for the nursing stations who,
when new staff come in, requests training
and resource material for them. We do
provide ongoing support and training to
our frontline health staff. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Enook.
Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,

Mr. Chairman. | also thank you for your
response. Part of your response
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specifically the English term
(interpretation ends) request
(interpretation) if they request
information only at least based on my
understanding.

Is my understanding correct, that the
community health centres and health
professionals have to actually make a
request for training but that the process
wasn’t cumbersome to undertake. As you
stated, they have to first make the
request. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Yes, only
when there is a request made to our
department do we provide the service.
We provide education or training to the
health facilities and provide the
information on what is required by law
for them to provide regarding

information and that. | just wanted to
make that addition. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. Within the report and
based on your responses, | would like to
ask about this matter. Back in 2013,
within last year’s report that reviewed the
2011-12 annual report of the Information
and Privacy Commissioner, including the
recommendations therein.

In your report back then, you stated that
the government or | thought you clarified
the government was working on
developing a Privacy Management
Manual to be used as a policy. The
members also expect to see this policy
tabled as the department committed to
tabling it in the Legislative Assembly.
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When will this commitment be
implemented as per your previous
statement? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Excellent question, Mr.
Enook. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you. With respect to the Department of
Health and their time frame for tabling
that document, they will have more
details they can report on. However,
within the annual business plans for
Health, there is a statement that they
would table the Privacy Management
manual. I certainly hope | answered his
question. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Enook may
have clarification on that question. Mr.
Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. Perhaps | will direct that
question to the Department of Health
regarding their commitment to table the
manual.

Nonetheless, it is slightly confusing with
that response as this seems to be a
Government of Nunavut initiative, but
now it seems it will only be that
department that will commit to tabling it,

although my understanding was different.

Can you please provide further
clarification, Mr. Akeeagok on that? Mr.
Chairman, if you can ask him to respond.
Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Enook. Mr.
Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. | thought you were
referring to that specifically and |

responded accordingly. | apologize if |
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caused any misunderstanding.

| though you were referring to the
(interpretation ends) health privacy
legislation (interpretation) however, the
(interpretation ends) Privacy
Management Manual (interpretation)
applies to the whole government. That is
why | responded that way, as at this time
it is being reviewed on an
interdepartmental level and this manual is
nearing completion, and upon
completion, the document would be
tabled.

At this time, it is still under review but
the foundation will serve to assist our
staff across the government. | believe that
was what you were referring to, so thank
you and | apologize if | responded to a
different matter. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. Mr. Akeeagok, nothing to
be apologetic about as this allows me to
understand and not have to question it in
the House since you responded to it.

>>| aughter

Let me return to this statement briefly,
you stated that the manual is nearing
completion, so does this mean we can
look forward to the document being
tabled in the fall session in October or
shortly thereafter? Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. I can’t really
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pinpoint the date of its completion, but
we take note that you would like to see it
being tabled in the fall session or shortly
thereafter. | will enquire as to whether the
document can be finished early and will
look into this matter. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. 1 would like to remind
Mr. Akeeagok that I wouldn’t have had
any expectations if the department hadn’t
committed to tabling the document. Since
that commitment was made, | have
already been expecting for quite a while.

On another issue within this report, let
me ask about it first. The 2011-12 annual
report of the Information and Privacy
Commissioner was reviewed and the
response was that contracts and public
tendering processes for construction
projects or for leasing agreements would
be provided. The ministers have
previously required that this information
be provided to the departments.

However, to date only the Nunavut
Housing Corporation has provided
reports on these issues, with an annual
progress report on what they built, future
plans for housing as well as leasing
arrangements.

Why is it that the Qulliq Energy
Corporation, the Nunavut Development
Corporation, the Nunavut Arctic College,
Nunavut Business Credit Corporation,
how come they are not providing the
information that is required under the
law? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.
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Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you. These entities themselves can
respond to that question as an
organization. Some of the corporations
do provide the information and they do
get a letter from the minister and are told
to provide the contracting procurement
and leasing activities. They have to
provide their reports on a regular basis.
The minister provides a letter of that
type. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. Just to get further
information, Mr. Chairman, Mr.
Akeeagok indicated that.... I beg to differ
on that one. Regarding the government’s
directive. If they were provided to those
entities then we would see them in the
House. We would see copies of them in
the House.

My question regarding the ministerial
directives and if they were provided to
these corporations then how come they’re
not doing it? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Excellent question, Mr.
Enook. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): | would
like to respond appropriately but these
entities. .. regarding these corporations |
cannot provide you an answer at this
point. But they all have ministers that are
responsible for them. | suggest that you
ask those questions to these appropriate
entities. | can look into it further as to
why they do not provide the contracting
procurement and leasing activities of
their organizations.

We have annual reports and some of
them make reports on their contracting,
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procurement, and leasing activities.
That’s all I can say, Mr. Chairman.
Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you.
We will make note of that. Mr.
Chairman, I notice we are passing our
break, but I would like to ask another
question. Within the report, actually the
government has business plans for the
departments, and specifically within the
department you work in, Mr. Akeeagok,
related to the EIA business plan
(interpretation ends) the Executive and
Intergovernmental Affairs (interpretation)
business plan for the years 2014-17
indicates that one of your priorities is in
the 2016-17 fiscal year, where the
department wishes to “Provide support to
the municipalities of Nunavut in
implementing access and privacy
principles based on the successful
implementation within the City of
Igaluit.”

To date, which | want to ask about, what
work has been done to provide support to
implementing this within the City of
Igaluit? Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. We have made
presentations to the city council and their
staff. Ms. Bell, on my left, has been to
several council meetings to present the
materials and discuss the requirements.

In February 2014, the City of Igaluit was
offered space in a training program, to
which they were quite receptive. The
officials and senior management,
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including a city councillor partook in the
training program. Shortly thereafter, we
reported on the work to date to city
council, as well as to discuss the next
steps after the training program.

To date, we have been collaborating with
the city officials, to see how we can
properly implement the legislation. They
are working to set up the records, and the
proper cataloguing of requests. We have
been working closely together to
complete these requirements. That is why
we expect them to complete this process,
if they are going to continue to become
part of this legislation. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. Perchance, this may be
my last question for the time being. This
legislation is quite important and
beneficial to our residents and it should
be known by our public as it can impact
on everyone.

Back in 2012, your department provided
training programs and three communities
were also involved in the workshop of
the legislation. Has there been any further
training programs offered to communities
on this legislation? And further, let’s say
for the upcoming year, do you have any
plans to offer this training program to the
communities.

I think 1 asked two questions as part of
my comments. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. The training
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program, geared specifically for the
communities was opened and three
communities attended the workshop here
in lgaluit. 1 spoke to this earlier, and
regarding future plans to offer training
programs, whenever a program is offered
to our public servants, we also provide
spaces and welcome any community
official who wants to attend. We will try
to continue this practice.

The Hamlet of Cambridge Bay, to use
them as an example, stated that the
department should utilize existing bodies,
such as the Nunavut Association of
Municipalities and to try to provide
opportunities. Those were their
recommendations and we will work with
the NAM body on this initiative and to
ensure all municipalities implement the
legislation and whenever they want
training, we offer that as well.

That is how things stand, but there are
other emerging technologies we are
starting to use, such as when Ms. Bell
stated that the telehealth equipment has
been used to provide training. We try to
use all avenues and to be open to
different methods such as when we know
associations are meeting; we usually
present the information and welcome
them to check it out. This legislation is
quite important, and if you want further
details about the legislation, we are open
to those types of requests. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Enook.

Mr. Enook (interpretation): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. | has said | had asked my
last question, but if [ wasn’t clear in my
questioning, | was trying to intimate the
perhaps it may be my last question.
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I now have another question. Mr.
Chairman, the three communities that
attended the workshop here in lgaluit for
the training program for the legislation is
actually the type of training | was
thinking of. To bring together local
representatives in a central location to
take the training program is what | was
asking about when | wanted to know
about plans for training. And further, if
the training program is offered, who
would pay for the training? Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Yes,
training programs for our public servants
include spaces for local officials and they
would have to use their own funds for
this training.

However, if we want to invite the
municipalities to attend the programs in
this year to be offered in lgaluit, Rankin
Inlet and Cambridge Bay, that was our
original plan. Prior to announcing these
programs, we were asked by Cambridge
Bay to collaborate with the Nunavut
Association of Municipalities.

We will also welcome them, and if
further training programs are required,
the question will become whether to hold
the training here or to alternatively travel
to their community to provide the
training. That EIA department funds
would be used in this case for this
process. That is how we have set it up.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you for that response.
I’'m just going to recognize the clock and
we’re going to take a 15-minute recess.
Thank you, everyone.

AASPINERSbbec<>*L, Ab/RPC® Abd
0a.cC AAC, DR Ao, PO

ASb>* 05D Ne
Ac®o<dn<eNCD>D®/L®DSLC. CAL e
D>b>rSbsaeN>seded L. CAL*a. bN“5Nb
Ao <n<®D5bbbeGLSL 5, <Sab/LLL*L?
L5 CALA®HY®<E P CLea P AGL e >0
sdyal®, Ab/RPCSb,

Ab/XPCSe (OLNNJO): Sdy*al®. C SPPse,

QPPSe: A, CLbd LRRJGTOAC
Ac®odnd®DbPLJN CAPI] PabySdN*MPNJC
<DOBCC*IaP.

PPdoc D**LNAT<PC, Clo C5J<T, Clo,
b*PaTC, ASbSONT AN >GEC.
DSb>L>c DGEC ASb >N Cod<
AcnSbNreb oL DS ¢ Nunavut Associaiton
of Municipalities CA®d_o*L.

J**LaSodn2J¢

CAL*a AO%b*b*ondbocPo oac™ o
NPNCNoPeC, PR S5 ¢
oac™ 5% So<P<C C°AL Department of
Executive and Intergovernmental Affairs
PaDLsdN*Negb <IJG©IC. CAL*a Ac™L<JC.
sdyeal™ Ab/RDCS,

Ab/RXPCSe (DNNNUC): Sdyal. Jspesylse
Cd od 0%b*Le >STC 15 Mao®. Sdy*alJor.

38




>>Committee recessed at 10:14 and
resumed at 10:34

Chairman: Thank you everybody. I’'m
just going to go directly into the next
name that | have on my list. Mr. Joanasie.

Mr. Joanasie (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. Also good morning
everyone. I don’t have too many
questions. My first question will be under
contracting. Contracting should be more
transparent and that there’s a website for
contracting but | do want to get
clarification which website it is. For the
record | would like to know the address
for the website, for the benefit of the
public please let us know the website
address if you know the address off the
top of your head. That is my first
question. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Joanasie. I’'m
assuming through Mr. Akeeagok’s
searches yesterday he should have it
readily available. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
If you want to go directly to the
procurement and contracting and leasing
the website is public.govnu.ca. Also, if
you go to the Community and
Government Services website there’s the
procurement and government services, if
you click on that there is a link to that
specific website. (interpretation) Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Joanasie.

Mr. Joanasie (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for
elaborating on that and | will look into
that myself. To get further clarification,
you spoke about the municipalities, that
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if they are going to be using the ATIPP
act | know that there are barriers in some
communities, if they are going to start
using the ATIPP act, what is the
government’s vision, like for example do
you have a list as to what the
municipalities require or need to do if
they are going to be following the ATIPP
legislation? Do you understand what | am
trying to say? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you. The communities, municipalities, if
they want to start planning on the use of
ATIPP legislation and they should write a
list of their needs. If they want to follow
the ATIPP legislation or Act we are able
to make a schedule. As the requests come
in from the communities that’s how we
start collecting the lists and that’s what
we expect to do. If the municipalities are
going to follow the ATIPP legislation
then we will add them onto the schedule.
So that’s our vision at this time. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Joanasie.

Mr. Joanasie (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. If | understood you
correctly the Department of Community
and Government Services would
probably go through that department. I’'m
just trying to get clarification on the
process and if the municipalities are
going to be following or abiding by the
legislation, the ATIPP legislation, do
they require additional employees or do
we need to train all their staff and their
SAOs? Will it require additional
workload on the SAOs? Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you for that question,
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Mr. Joanasie. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. If the municipalities
themselves want to follow the legislation,
they have to make a request. If they
require additional funding to hire an
employee, I can’t really respond to that
question, but we have informed the
municipalities that it’s up to them
whether they want to hire an additional
employee. If they want additional
funding to fill the position, they can make
an application to the government. They
can go through that process.

However, we don’t have any funding
available to fill the positions. If their staff
want to take training on access to
information and privacy legislation and if
we’re in the community, we make
ourselves available, but it’s up to the
municipalities since they are their own
entity. They are to manage themselves
and we cannot manage their business. For
that reason, we try to make ourselves
available to them. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Joanasie.

Mr. Joanasie (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. | also would like to
thank Mr. Akeeagok for his response. My
last question is on section 48.
(interpretation ends) Section 48(v) of the
Access to Information and Protection of
Privacy Act provides that “A public body
may disclose personal information to a
member of the Legislative Assembly who
has been requested by the individual to
whom the information relates to assist in
resolving a problem.”

The Department of Health has recently
produced consent to disclose personal
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information to a Member of the
Legislative Assembly pursuant to section
48(v) of the Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act form for the
use of MLAs and their constituents.
(interpretation) That is what | am
referring to. Will the government’s other
departments and agencies be producing
similar consent forms for the use of
MLAs and their constituents? | hope
that’s coming across. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Good question,
Mr. Joanasie. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
With your permission, I’ll ask Jessica
Bell to respond to that. Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Bell.

Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
There’s actually a general form that we
have used for MLAs in the past. | believe
it was created around 2008 for this
purpose and that’s a general one that can
be used for all public bodies.

The one created by Health and Social
Services was done so because personal
information that’s located within the
Department of Health is substantially
more sensitive than you will find in many
other departments like ED&T or EIA. At
this time, there’s no plan to create any
additional consent forms for any other
public body, but the general consent form
can be used.

When dealing with disclosures under
section 48(v) to MLAs, we also want to
ensure that we have an adequate balance
between the protection of privacy and
that the individuals who are requesting
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consent are fully aware of the type and
extent of personal information that will
be released to their MLAsS.

When using the form, we would also like
to ensure that the public body has the
opportunity to discuss with the applicant
where possible, the individual where
possible so that we can make sure that
we’re helping them on every level and
they’re fully informed when they are
asking their MLA to assist them.

To answer your question specifically
there is no current plan to create any
additional forms, but there is a general
form that does exist that we can make
available to you on request. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Ms. Bell.
Consider a request made.

>>| aughter
Mr. Joanasie.

Mr. Joanasie (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. That answers my
question. In the other government
departments, like you said the
Department of Health has put together
this form. What about other departments?
I’m sure they deal with privacy matters as
well. For example, the Department of
Justice. Are there plans for them to
develop a form like that? Only if
necessary when someone asks for
information like that. | appreciate your
response. That’s it for now, Mr.
Chairman, thank you.

Chairman: Thank you. | didn’t hear a
question there. The department is
committed to providing us with a general
form. If I may, just before | go to the next
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name, because it’s on the same topic,
with agencies, for example housing, |
know there has been some discussion on
LHOs access to information potentially
being blanketed under the same
legislation.

If the Nunavut Housing Corporation has
access to some of the documentation that
are forwarded to them from LHOSs can
members of the public request an ATIPP
search from the documents that NHC
has? Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman (interpretation ends)
With your blessing, I’1l get Jessica to
respond to that.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Bell.

Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
We’ve actually done a lot of work with
the Nunavut Housing Corporation in the
recent past regarding LHOs and the
accessibility of their information.
Technically LHOs are not currently
considered a public body under the
ATIPP act.

However, due to their management
agreement they have with NHC they are
required to comply with all access to
information and protection of privacy
provisions which include the allowance
of access to information of all records
held by LHOs as well. The NHC will
process requests made to LHOs for all
records that they are in custody and
control of. We are working toward,
hopefully, their eventual inclusion under
the ATIPP act in some form. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman

Chairman: Thank you. | appreciate that
response. I’ll go on to the next name on
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my list, Mr. Savikataaqg.

Mr. Savikataaq: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. I’ll just go back a bit here. My
colleagues have brought this up and
asked about it a bit but I just want some
more information on it. The 2013-14
privacy commissioner’s report raised
concerns regarding the lack of
information that the government makes
available to the public about its contract
awards.

The reason | bring this up is because the
lack of information might make people
perceive that there’s favoritism,
nepotism, corruption. The more
transparent the government can be about
any contract that is awarded then the
fewer questions that would be brought
up. I just want to know how the
government is currently reviewing its
procurement and contracting practices
addressing this issue. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Savikataag.
You’re saving me the time of asking that
exact same question. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
The Department of Community and
Government Services is handling in
terms of preparing and response related
to this and in terms of how transparent it
is. That work is ongoing.

The commissioner’s report on 2013-14,
our government has not had an
opportunity to formally respond, which
we are planning to respond to the
recommendations that she has tabled. So
at this very minute I don’t have the
necessary steps as to what the public
body is doing in terms of responding to
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this particular question.

This ongoing transparency and openness
that in terms of contracting, that is
ongoing and we will continue to try and
work towards that. If | may, Mr.
Chairman, if we’re given an opportunity
to formally respond to the
commissioner’s annual report of 2013-14
| do hope that will be an adequate
response to the Committee.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
I’'m sure there will be something
regarding that same topic in the report
from this Committee that you’ll need to
respond to as well. Mr. Savikataag.

Mr. Savikataaq: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. I thank Mr. Akeeagok for that
response and we will be looking forward
to his reply to the 2013-14 report. On
another matter this one was just brought
up very recently about local housing
authorities and organizations, that they’re
not public bodies. They get public
money, their boards are publicly elected
and I’m familiar with how laws work,
yeah they’re not a public body so that’s
just the way it is.

Does the government have any plans so
they are listed as a public body, because
they handle, through the Nunavut
Housing Corporation, large sums of
money and it’s been brought up many
times about their point rating system,
why did this person get a house over that
person or over me? People don’t have
any recourse to find out how they come
up with the decisions that they did. Are
there any plans to include them so they
are a quasi-public body so that people can
get information that they want? Thank
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you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Savikataag.
Mr. Akeeagok

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation) Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
The commissioner, when she appeared
here yesterday, spoke about this and it’s
one that | want to echo is that we are
working very closely with the
commissioner and our housing
corporation in terms of interpreting
whether the local housing authority or the
local housing associations, whether they
fall under these acts or they don’t fall
under.

So, we’re closely looking into the
wording of the Act, which some of the
authorities would fall under that and
some local housing organizations are in
two different streams. In both cases, the
housing corporation through their
management agreements with those
organizations, they use components in
terms of access to information. So as the
commissioner mentioned yesterday we
will be working very closely with her and
the public body in the defining of where
it fits within this Act. (interpretation)
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Savikataaq.

Mr. Savikataag: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. I know that this might not be
the place to ask it or you might not be the
one to ask, since this is regarding the
Nunavut Housing Corporation but you
stated earlier that the local housing
authorities and organizations have
management agreements with the
Nunavut Housing Corporation. If in the
management agreement they were told
that if the Nunavut Housing Corporation
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requests any information, they have to
give it and the information will be made
public, is that an option or a solution to
the... ? I don’t know if it’s a problem, but
I’1l just call it a problem or lack of
getting information. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
That is the role of the housing
corporation in terms of how that
management agreement with an
organization is and how to get that
information. It was highlighted in the
commissioner’s report in 2013-14, which
we will be responding to.

It’s one that I think there was some very
good deliberation or collaboration
between the commissioner, the housing
corporation, and our department with this
annual report. I’m anticipating that there
will be appropriate responses, but to
determine how to go from LHO to NHC,
that is the management of the housing
corporation to manage. | hope that
answers the questions. (interpretation)
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Savikataag.

Mr. Savikataaq: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. | thank you for the answer.
It’s the answer I expected anyway.

On a different matter, we have been
discussing about the municipalities and
whether they should be part of ATIPP,
and currently they’re not. If they became
part of it, and I don’t know if there would
be added amendments to the legislation,
would in-camera meetings be part of the
access to information or are in-camera
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meetings just totally out of the question?

The reason | ask that is many times when
there is a controversial decision that’s
going to be made, they have an in-camera
meeting first to hash it out, and then they
make the proper motion. People might
not know why the motion or decision
they came up with was made. I’m just
wondering if in-camera meetings are off
limits. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
I’ll leave that for the municipalities to
respond to if and when they would get
under this, but we follow the
government’s model. It would be very
similar to cabinet meetings or if we
follow the legislative model, it would be
similar to Full Caucus or any other
committee that has in-camera [meetings].
| would suspect that.

For municipalities, they’re a third level of
government and when they’re elected,
how they structure and what information
they would need to protect and not
protect would be for them to sort of make
that decision, but it would be subject to
the commissioner’s review too, very
similar to what our information is within
our own government. If somebody
disagrees with us, there would be a
process in place for that. | hope that
answers the questions, Mr. Chairman.
(interpretation) Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Savikataag.

Mr. Savikataaq: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. I thank Mr. Akeeagok for the
answer. If it’s left up to the
municipalities, then we can all assume
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that it will be off limits because | would
think that otherwise, why would they go
into the in-camera meeting? That was just
a comment. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Savikataaq.
The next name | have on my list is Mr.
Rumbolt.

Mr. Rumbolt: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. My first question is going to
be about process. You talked about your
relationship in working with the
commissioner’s office when you talk
about ATIPP issues and stuff. But when
you’re developing directives or policies,
at what point in time do you involve the
privacy commissioner on the process?
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Rumbolt.
Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. If it’s okay with you
| will get Ms. Bell to answer that
question. Thank you.

Chairman: Ms. Bell.

Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
When the information and privacy
commissioner is consulted on policy
development and directives we like to
involve her at the earlier stages. At the
very latest when we have our first draft of
a policy or directive to ensure that any
meaningful response or recommendations
can be considered and included in those
policies and directives.

At this point in time, there’s no
requirement to include the consultation of
the information and privacy
commissioner on all initiatives. But the
policy for us is or the standard is that if
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it’s anything to deal with privacy of
individuals, the information and privacy
commissioner is consulted early on
midway through the project. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Rumbolt.

Mr. Rumbolt: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Earlier today both officials
stated how they work closely with the
commissioner’s office, yet in questioning
the commissioner yesterday she was
asked whether or not the government
asked her to comment on the nine formal
policy and security directives concerning
[electronic] health records and her answer
was no. ’'m wondering if the officials can
explain why her office was not consulted
in the process of these directives. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Rumbolt.
Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you. (interpretation ends) I’ll ask Jessica
Bell to respond to this. Thank you.

Chairman: Ms. Bell.

Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Those privacy directives came out of the
electronic health records project that was
lead by, at the time, the Department of
Health and Social Services. The
directives and the project were overseen
by a privacy advisory group that was
made up of intergovernmental officials
who were stakeholders in the project.

The information and privacy
commissioner was consulted on the
privacy impact assessment that was done
on the electronic health records project
and based on her recommendations, the
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directives were created. So I don’t
believe she was ever consulted directly
on the directives once they were created
but her input was included in the creation
of the directives through the privacy
impact assessment. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Rumbolt.

Mr. Rumbolt: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. With these nine directives,
when do we expect to see them tabled in
the Legislative Assembly? Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman (interpretation ends)
I’1l leave that to the public body to decide
when if they would like to table it. Thank
you.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Rumbolt.

Mr. Rumbolt: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. The information and privacy
commissioner recommended that the
Government of Nunavut introduce health
specific privacy legislation. In it’s
response to the information and privacy
commissioner's 2012-13 annual report;
the government indicated that the
Department of Health will be reviewing
health specific privacy legislation in other
jurisdictions. What is the status of this
work? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Mr. Akeeagok.
Mr. Akeeagok: Sorry, Mr. Chairman. I’1l
ask Jessica Bell to respond to this

question.

Chairman: Thank you. Ms. Bell.
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Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Although we can’t speak directly to the
active work that is taking place within the
Department of Health, who is the
department responsible for health specific
privacy legislation, we do know that they
have been working on the creation of this
legislation which includes reviewing
legislation that was passed in both the
Yukon and the Government of the
Northwest Territories.

They have committed to the development
of the health specific privacy legislation
in their 2014-17 business plan which |
believe is to begin in 2015-16. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. I don’t have any
other names on my list. Are there any
other comments or questions for the
witness? With that I’ve got a few
questions. Where to start?

During the Rankin Inlet and Cambridge
Bay briefing it was mentioned in one of
the responses that an ATIPP consultant
was used, not that | need a name, but |
question the level of commitment and
involvement from an outside consultant
on the knowledge of Nunavut’s Access to
Information and Privacy Protection Act.
Was there not someone in your office that
was maybe more suited to this type of
endeavour? Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
For the consultants, we try and ensure
that we have expertise within our own
department and also with the consultant.
We do have a combination of both. We
use the consultant for the training
component for the specifics of this. We
also do in-house training, so it’s a
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combination. When we do get a
consultant we put a request for proposal
in on an annual basis to assist us in terms
of the training. | hope that answers your
questions, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation)
Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you. It does lead me
to my next question regarding the same
topic. You just mentioned that you’ve got
a consultant hired on an as-needed basis
on an annual term. How often is this
consultant used and with the obviously
from some of the responses and questions
earlier today, there’s going to be an
increased demand on your ATIPP
office’s training component. Has there
been a cost feasibility of comparing costs
versus contracting this out to a consultant
versus hiring a designated trainer within
the ATIPP office? Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
I’1l ask Jessica Bell to respond to your
question. Thank you.

Chairman: Ms. Bell.

Ms. Bell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As
far as using the consultant, this is an
individual who we have had working for
the GN since 2002. He was an early part
of the administration and creation of our
administrative function of ATIPP within
the Government of Nunavut. He’s well
versed on our legislation as well as
legislation throughout the country. He
has been providing training, as | said,
since 2001-02. He provides annual
training, usually twice to three times a
year where possible. It’s a week-long
training that we offer to various groups
within the Government of Nunavut. He
offers it as well as a representative from
the ATIPP office who provides more of a
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local context as needed.

We have been looking at various options
for continued training within the GN as
well as to municipalities and other
organizations as we expand the scope of
the ATIPP act and we’re looking at
options for creating more internal
training as well as what may be required
by an external consultant as well.

As for numbers, we haven’t put it
together yet, but we’re moving in that
direction. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you for that response.
I’m just wondering which path to go
down now. In some of the responses that
we have been getting... . I'm trying to
think of how to word this appropriately.
You have recognized the authority of
other government agencies with their
own responsibilities of access to
information and privacy, but I think one
thing that | question is maybe your
department’s lack of oversight or maybe
some of the commitment level and
obligations that those departments have
to you as a central agency.

| would like to see a little bit more,
maybe, teeth to some of your requests.
Maybe it’s just my opinion that it seems
maybe you have been a little complacent
in receiving some of the information that
has been requested by your department. |
would like to maybe get some
information on how you plan on moving
forward with those objectives. Mr.
Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
Our department does the coordinating
and under the Act, it requires that each of
the public bodies fulfill their functions. |
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think that with the combination of the
training and our strengthening our
coordination approach, along with the
awareness at all levels, not just from the
senior management to frontline, more and
more of this will get formalized and
utilized.

The model that we currently have is one
that I like. It’s something that I think is
functioning. For areas that aren’t
working, we will focus on those and
that’s something that I strongly believe.
We need to continue our collaborations
with the public bodies and ourselves and,
if it doesn’t work through this process,
we need to work together in terms of
making the level of authorities and how
ATIPP functions. | hope that answers
your questions, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok. It
does somewhat. One of the concerns that
I’ve got is basically when you’re looking
at some of the public agencies and
territorial corporations that have had
ministerial directives issued, yet at this
time, only the housing corporation has
been tabling documents on a regular
basis. There are a number of other
organizations that have not been
following this ministerial directive.

It leaves my question to how tough
you’re enforcing this because we need
that information as Committee Members
so that we can follow along, for one, with
the information that we’re entitled to and
that the public is entitled to. | would like
a little firmer commitment from you than
the status quo, that ongoing directives
will be more closely monitored by your
department. If you would like to respond
to that, | would appreciate a response.
Mr. Akeeagok.
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Mr. Akeeagok: Qujannamiik, Mr.

Chairman. Yes, | think that we are using
different tools to get the public agencies
and our departments to follow this too. |
think that great strides have taken place.

With the government’s mandate of
[openness] and transparency, we are
getting firmer in terms of the need to
disclose all the documentations. | think
that this is a period where you will get a
lot of this information in terms of the
requests that are being requested.

I think with the government’s having to
formalize the reporting structures, the
activity structures, use those systems and
allowing for the territorial corporations to
follow suit, | think over time we will see
that. Housing corporation’s doing that,
Qullig Energy Corporation will be before
Committee, that’s a very appropriate time
to seek that clarification.

From an administration level, I’'m quite
confident that a lot of these, that our
ministers’ letters of expectation and the
processes that we develop are going to
get followed. It’s a firm commitment
from our government that we will be
open and transparent and that’s
something that | believe in.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: I thank you for those
comments and | look forward to seeing
some of those reports that are due to be
tabled. I guess speaking of tabled
documents, I’'m going to go back to...
there was a question earlier regarding the
privacy management manual that you
stated as being worked on. | knew | read
it somewhere and through the thanks of
some of the research staff with me
pointed out where | recalled reading it.
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In your department’s business plan under
2013-14 priorities, it states a status of that
report stating that a privacy management
manual was created and approved for use
by all public bodies. Yet you’ve stated
here today that this manual is still being
worked on and developed. Could I get a
clarification on what the current status
really is on that manual? Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
The manual has been created and we’re
just going through the internal process to
get that formal blessing throughout our
administration. That’s the commitment
that I’ve made, uses that, we will get that
out to the public who wants it.

The actual work has been created, we’re
just in the final review stages of it
internally and something from the
department’s perspective we have found
this manual and for the final checks and
balances, if we get the blessing it will
come out very shortly. (interpretation)
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
The business plans are done by all
departments for benefit and knowledge
and whether it’s right or wrong we take
the information there as gospel. When
there’s misinformation in there it leads to
further miscommunication or maybe I’ll
go so far as to say a lack of trust. | would
encourage you and maybe your
counterparts across the government to
make sure that information that is in the
business plan is accurate and up to date. |
will let that one drop right now.

I am going to go to... with regarding the
Adoption Act and Child and Family
Services Act. Yesterday a question was
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asked to the commissioner regarding, I’ll
read a little quote here ‘In the formal
response of the 2013 Standing
Committee Report on the Review of the
2011-12 Annual Report of the
Information and Privacy Commissioner,
the government indicated that the
Department of Family Services would be
completing consultations by the fall of
2013 with designated Inuit organizations
and the information and privacy
commissioner concerning the
safeguarding of personal information that
is provided by the government to DIOs
under the Adoption Act and the Child
and Family Services Act.’

Yesterday, actually earlier this week, we
had the Department of Family Services in
here and | realize that the deputy minister
IS in an acting capacity but he seems
quite unaware of these consultations and
any agreements with some of the Inuit
organizations on their obligations for
reporting and for the privacy concerns
that were brought forward by some
Members of this House. | was wondering
if you comment on that. Mr. Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
I can’t speak directly to the issue as it is
the responsibility of the family services
department. However, in our discussions
with Family Services, they are supportive
of moving forward the creation of some
form of an information-sharing
agreement with designated Inuit
organizations that they share personal
information with.

This will be done in collaboration with
the Department of Justice and our
department. The department will seek
input from the Information and Privacy
Commissioner before moving forward
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with implementation of any agreement.
We sought for a response after the
commissioner’s address yesterday, so |
just wanted to share that with you, Mr.
Chairman. (interpretation) Thank you.

Chairman: Thank you. I’'m going back
to the GN response provided to the
annual report and it talks about that. The
Department of Family Services
anticipated the completion of this
recommendation by the fall of 2013,
which was a year ago, yet the
commissioner, just as recently as
yesterday, stated that she has not been
consulted on this.

I’m going back to my old argument of
information is being provided to us that is
not up to date. I’'m not even sure how I
can direct a question of this nature, but it
brings a concern, | believe, to all
Committee Members and | see a few of
their heads shaking, acknowledging and
nodding yes.

I can’t stress enough to EIA as the central
agency to make sure that their
counterparts from other departments and
your department give us accurate
information so that we can make our
evaluations correctly. I’ll leave that one
be as of right now.

I would like to go back a little bit to the
contract reporting. We were talking about
some of the website access and | know
that this may have been dealt with in a
fair bit of detail and you were stating that
some of the information that we’re
requesting or the public is requesting is
out there.

You provided even a website as far as to
make access a little bit easier for the
listening public and for ourselves. In your
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response, there were a number of layers
to achieve access whereas us, as
Members of the Legislative Assembly,
can request copies of contracts or
members of the public can even go so far
as to putting in ATIPP requests. | find
that some of those layers are unnecessary.

| know you stated earlier that you are
working towards improving disclosure of
some of the proper information that
should be disclosed, but I wonder if you
could put a little bit better of a timeline
on how you are anticipating working
through some of these issues. Mr.
Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
I don’t think that I’ll be able to provide a
definitive timeline, but | do want to
assure the Committee that we will
continue to work closely with
Community and Government Services in
terms of trying to find the right balance
for transparency. (interpretation) Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you. Just one final
question and I’'m just going to make a
quote here. There was also a formal
response to the 2013 Standing Committee
report on the 2011-12 annual report from
the commissioner stating that its formal
privacy impact assessment concerning
the Nutaggavut health information
system will be tabled in the Assembly.
When can we expect this tabling? Mr.
Akeeagok.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. (interpretation ends)
The responsibility is with the Department
of Health. I will communicate that to
them, the request that the Standing
Committee has made, and we will
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respond appropriately for that.
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
Just to clarify, the commitment was
already made. Maybe if we could just get
an ETA when we can expect it and then
provide it to me as the Chair so that I can
share that with the Committee Members.

With that, that’s the final question I’ve
got unless it has raised some other
questions for any other of the Committee
Members. | would like to invite you to
make some closing comments.

Mr. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank
you, Mr. Chairman, and | also thank the
members of the Standing Committee. We
appreciate the chance to present our
report and although it was unfortunate
that we couldn’t answer all queries in this
forum or that some items are still being
developed for implementation, we can
only move forward by cooperating and
move forward.

We also commit to working with the
Commissioner to properly undertake our
tasks, and next week around the week of
September 22-28, we will be airing radio
announcements or information sessions
for the public’s understanding of the
ATIPP legislation. That is our next step
and | am very grateful we could appear in
front of the committee to answer your
questions. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Akeeagok.
With regard to my closing comments, |
realize that there has been some
questioning and there has been a lot of
assistance with helping us understand
some of the processes in place and the
importance of access to information and
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privacy and in yesterday’s hearings with
the Information and Privacy
Commissioner. | found it very productive
and I see that she’s not here right now,
but | wanted to thank her for her
responses and questions and comments
posed by my colleagues.

One thing that | do want to stress and |
just mentioned it a few moments ago, but
the Government of Nunavut’s
Department of Executive and
Intergovernmental Affairs has
overarching responsibility for the
government’s administration of the
Access to Information and Protection of
Privacy Act. | just want to really
encourage you to use that authority to the
benefit of all Nunavummiut.

I would like to thank the government for
preparing their annual report. It gives us a
lot of information that we can cross-
reference with the commissioner’s annual
reports as well and bring attention to the
importance of some of those issues. |
encourage the department to keep tabling
that report.

Today’s hearing did provide a lot of
opportunity for the government to
publicly account for the actions that you
have taken in response to
recommendations. While you
acknowledge that there are some gaps,
there has also been some measurable
progress. I don’t want to turn this into a
slam session, so | do want to congratulate
you on the progress that you have made
to date and | understand that you do have
a good working office and a good
relationship with the commissioner,
which | think is key to progress this file
within the government’s realm.

| just want to thank all my fellow
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Committee Members. There were a lot of
really good questions today. | hope that
the department and all the departments
that are listening have taken note of some
of the questions, comments, and
responses. | wanted to thank everyone for
their well-thought-out preparation for this
and to thank the staff here with us that
help prepare us with briefings and the
translators as well as the page for keeping
us hydrated.

With that, | would just like to close out
this and adjourn the hearing. Thank you

very much for everyone’s participation.

>>Committee adjourned at 11:29
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