
FPT Ministerial Report 
 
 

Date:   July 15 to 17, 2015     
 
Title:   FPT Ministers of Agriculture  
 
Department:  Economic Development and Transportation 
 
Participants:  

 The federal Minister of Agriculture and all provincial and territorial 
ministers of Agriculture 

 Nunavut was represented by Hon. Monica Ell, Minister of Economic 
Development and Transportation 

 Minister Ell was supported by Executive Assistant Chris Scullion and 
Tanya Winmill, EDT Director of Finance and Administration. 

 
Nunavut Position(s):  

As participants in the federal Growing Forward 2 program, which is a matter of 
central importance to this FPT, Nunavut is committed to the program’s three 
priority areas: 

1. Innovation 
2. Competitiveness and Market Development 
3. Adaptability and Industry Capacity 

 
Current situation: 

EDT has participated in the various working groups tasked with developing the 
Growing Forward 2 framework. The GN is a signatory to the Growing Forward 2 
agreement.   
 
Through the Growing Forward 2 program the department has supported the 
Department of Health’s initiative to develop guidelines that will allow Government 
of Nunavut institutions to safely purchase and handle country food.  
 
The department has also supported the Department of Environment project to 
develop hunters’ education resources for safely hunting caribou.  
 
Next Steps: 

EDT continues to implement the Growing Forward 2 program. The department is 
working with communities across Nunavut to develop country food projects and 
to investigate opportunities for community greenhouses. Work is also underway 
with other departments and Nunavut organizations on other food production and 
distribution projects.   
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF  

FEDERAL/ PROVINCIAL/ TERRITORIAL 

 MINISTERS AND DEPUTY MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE 
 

Delta PEI 

Charlottetown, PEI 

 

July 15-17, 2015  

 

DRAFT AGENDA 
                                                                                                                                             v-18 

 

 
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

 

16:00 – 18:00 CANADIAN FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE (CFA) 

TRIPARTITE ROUNDTABLE 

 

 Location: Delta Hotel Conference Centre 

 

Focus: The CFA has made social license the theme of this 

year’s roundtable. 

 

 

 

 

Details:  All conference delegates are invited to the 

reception.  

 

 

Thursday, July 16, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:10 – 10:00 OPENING REMARKS AND ROUNDTABLE  

 Chairs: Minister Gerry Ritz and Minister Alan McIsaac 

    

Focus: Minister Ritz and Minister McIsaac will welcome 

participants, followed by a summary by Minister 

McIsaac of the Provincial/Territorial breakfast 

meeting. A roundtable discussion will follow.  

 

 

 

19:00 – 21:00  WELCOME RECEPTION  

   Location:  Waterfront deck at the Delta Prince Edward  

 

 

7:30 – 9:00 PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL BREAKFAST MEETING  

*PT DELEGATES ONLY*  

Location:          Plenary (Sir John A. / MacDonald) 

Federal observers: TBD 
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10:00 – 11:00 STATE OF THE SECTOR  

 Chair:  Minister Ritz 

    

Official: Greg Meredith (AAFC)    

  

External  

Participants: Value Chain Roundtable (VCRT) Chairs: 

 

Dennis Laycraft, Canadian Cattlemen’s Association  

Chantelle Donahue, Cargill  

Luce Daigneault, Federation interdisciplinaire de 

l’horticulture ornementale du Quebec  

Kelly Dobson, Dobson Farms Inc.  

Murray McLaughlin, Sustainable Chemistry 

Alliance  

        

Focus: For discussion: An overview of the state of 

agriculture in Canada, outlining key trends and 

issues affecting the sector. This will be followed by 

a brief presentation by VCRT chairs on industry 

views on the state of the sector and a roundtable 

discussion on priority issues. 

 

 

 

11:00 – 11:15 BREAK 

 

 

 

11:15 – 12:30 PUBLIC TRUST, MARKET ACCEPTANCE  

Chair: Minister McIsaac 

 

Officials: Greg Meredith and Fred Gorrell, AAFC 

 

Focus: For discussion: To foster a common understanding 

of issues related to the responsible production of 

food and to discuss the role of governments in 

working with industry to maintain consumer and 

public confidence in Canadian agriculture based on 

science. Ministers will also receive an update on the 

challenges involved in maintaining bee health, 

efforts made by agriculture to reduce threats, and 

conflicts within the sector. 
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12:30 – 13:30 LUNCH AND MINISTERS AND DEPUTY MINISTERS 

GROUP PHOTOGRAPH (Harbour View Deck) 

 

 

 

13:30 – 14:45 FOOD PROCESSING 

   Chair:  Minister McIsaac 

 

Officials:  George Borovilos (ON) and Sylvie Millette LeDuc 

(AAFC) 

Guest  

Speaker: Jim Thorne, General Manager, Griffith Laboratories  

 

Focus: For discussion: A presentation on the state of the 

food processing sector from the FPT Food 

Processing Industry Development Forum (FPT 

FPIDF), followed by an industry perspective.  

 

 

14:45 – 15:00  BREAK  

 

 

15:00 – 15:45 TRADE AND MARKET ACCESS UPDATE 

   Chair:  Minister Ritz 

 

   Official: Fred Gorrell (AAFC)  

 

Focus: For information: An update on international and 

market access issues, as well as interprovincial 

trade. 

 

 

15:45 – 16:15 BUSINESS RISK MANAGEMENT (BRM) 

 Chair:  Minister Ritz 

    

Official: Rosser Lloyd (AAFC) 

 

Focus: For direction: To provide an update on the status 

of the Mid-Term Review and other BRM-related 

issues, with an emphasis on insurance. 

 

 

16:15 – 16:45 FPT COMMUNIQUÉ REVIEW 

   Chair:  Minister McIsaac 

 

Official:  Jane Taylor (AAFC) 
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Focus: For decision: Review of the Annual Conference 

communiqué. 

 

16:45 – 17:00 WRAP-UP 

   Chairs:  Minister Ritz and Minister McIsaac 

 

Focus: Summary of the day’s discussions and decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, July 17, 2015 

 

 

 

Friday, July 17, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:00 – 9:10  OPENING REMARKS 

Chairs: Minister Ritz and Minister McIsaac 

 

 

9:10 – 10:00  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

Chair:             Minister Ritz 

 

Officials:        Tina Namiesniowski (AAFC) and Paul Mayers  

  (CFIA)    

 

 Focus:             For direction: To review the draft Emergency 

   Management framework and provide approval for  

   next steps.  

 

 

10:00 – 10:15 FINAL FPT COMMUNIQUÉ REVIEW 

   Chair:  Minister McIsaac 

 

Official:  Jane Taylor  

 18:00 – 21:00  CONFERENCE DINNER  

   Location:  Culinary Institute  

 

 7:30 – 8:45  MINISTERS’ IN-CAMERA BREAKFAST MEETING 

Location:      Plenary (Sir John A. / MacDonald)  

 

DEPUTY MINISTERS’ IN-CAMERA BREAKFAST MEETING 

Location:  Robert Dickie  
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Focus: For decision: Approval of the Annual Conference 

communiqué. 

 

 

10:15 – 11:30 MINISTERS’ ROUNDTABLE 

   Chairs:  Ministers Ritz and McIsaac 

 

Focus: For discussion: To provide Ministers with a final 

opportunity to discuss other issues of interest, 

including grain transportation and regulatory 

modernization. 

 

 

11:30 – 11:45 MEETING WRAP UP AND NEXT STEPS 

Chairs: Minister Ritz, Minister McIsaac and Minister Oneil 

Carlier.  

 

Focus: Summary of directions to officials for work in the 

coming year and a presentation from Alberta, 

inviting Ministers to Calgary for the 2016 Annual 

Conference. 

 

 

12:30     NEWS CONFERENCE 

   Location:  Henry/Johnson  



Communiqué  
Federal-Provincial-Territorial 

For immediate release 
  

Agriculture Ministers Collaborate on Sector Challenges and Opportunities 
 
July 17, 2015 – Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island  
 
Federal, provincial and territorial (FPT) agriculture Ministers wrapped up their annual meeting 
today with commitments to ongoing coordinated activity to boost the competitiveness of a 
sector that generates over $100 billion to Canada’s economy, representing close to seven 
percent of GDP and one in eight jobs. Strong industry participation at the meeting underlined 
the importance of government-industry cooperation to ensure investments and priorities are 
aligned with the needs of the sector.   
 
Ministers reaffirmed support for developing new markets around the world for Canadian 
products, including through the Trans-Pacific Partnership, while continuing to preserve the 
integrity of the supply management system. Updates were provided on developments in 
Canada’s ambitious agricultural trade agenda which has resulted in trade agreements covering 
38 countries and 44 percent of the world’s agriculture and agri-food markets. Recent 
developments include agreements with the European Union, South Korea and Ukraine.  
 
Ministers also discussed the importance of efficient transportation systems in order for Canada 
to be a reliable supplier of agriculture and agri-food products to customers around the world. 
Noting potential taxation implications, Ministers underscored the importance of building 
markets in Canada and efforts to reduce interprovincial trade barriers, such as direct-to-
consumer shipping of wine.  
 
Ministers reaffirmed the importance of innovation, competitiveness and market development, 
which are areas of focus for Growing Forward 2, the $3 billion FPT agricultural policy 
framework. Ministers agreed to further discuss the implications of how these areas of focus 
could be applied to a broader range of food products, such as seafood. Ministers also discussed 
the importance of continuing to review business risk management programs, and to facilitate 
the development of new industry-led products available for producers to manage their business 
risks. 
 
Ministers discussed the significant contributions of the food and beverage processing sector, 
recognizing it as a strategic industry in Canada, and renewed their support for coordinated 
action through the FPT Food Processing Industry Development Forum.  
 
Provincial and territorial Ministers restated the vital importance of temporary foreign workers 
to the agri-food and seafood industries and discussed the implications of the changes to the 
Temporary Foreign Worker Program. Provincial and territorial Ministers encouraged the 
federal government to continue discussions to evaluate the program changes in order to meet 
labour requirements. 
 
Ministers discussed the fact that a healthy and sustainable agriculture sector depends both on 
bee health and on controlling pests. They agreed on the need for policies that are based on 
sound principles of science, which are internationally-recognized and respected.  
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Ministers agreed on the importance of continuing to work together with consumers and the agri-food 
sector on maintaining trust in Canada’s food system. They discussed social license and public confidence 
in the products and processes in agriculture and food, noting the extensive efforts throughout the supply 
chain to adhere to the highest standards of food safety and sustainable production practices. Ministers 
reaffirmed their support for continued review and modernization of science-based regulations for food 
safety, animal health and welfare, and plant health and emphasized the importance of an outcome-based 
framework. Ministers also stressed the importance of the quality of Canadian and imported products 
(reciprocity of standards) and the strict controls to which all foods are subject. 
 
Ministers discussed their growing concern about recent challenges with food and farm tampering, 
which is a criminal offense. Provisions under the Safe Food for Canadians Act will provide the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency with explicit authority to take enforcement actions against persons 
who tamper with or threaten to tamper with food commodities. Ministers will continue to work 
closely with industry stakeholders on strategies and initiatives to maintain the confidence of 
consumers, processors, retailers and food service buyers.  
 
Ministers acknowledged the adverse weather conditions faced by Canadian producers and committed to 
continue to work together to ensure existing programs deliver the needed support.  

Quick Facts 

• The agriculture and agri-food sector continued to grow, generating a record $108.2 billion in 2014, 
accounting for 6.6% of Canada's GDP. 

• In 2014, the agriculture and agri-food sector employed over 2.3 million Canadians, and provided one 
in eight jobs in Canada. 

• The food and beverage processing sector generated $105 billion in sales and employed 246,000 
Canadians in 2014.  

• Canada is the world's fifth-largest exporter of agriculture and agri-food products, with 2014 exports of 
$56.4 billion. 

 
Quotes 
 
“Agriculture continues to be a major driver of Canada’s economy. Continued federal-provincial-territorial 
collaboration is crucial to ensuring that billions in strategic investments translate into real benefits for our 
producers and processors through more innovation, improved competitiveness and access to new 
markets.”  
– Gerry Ritz, Federal Agriculture Minister and Co-Chair 
 
“I’m pleased with the level of discussion among our jurisdictions and the priorities we have outlined 
moving forward. Agriculture is the backbone of our economy and its continued sustainability and 
profitability relies on the continued collaboration and partnership of our jurisdictions. Working together 
we will continue to provide effective support to our Canadian agriculture industry so that it can continue 
to innovate and thrive.” 
– Alan McIsaac, Prince Edward Island Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries and Co-Chair 
 
Additional Links 
Growing Forward 2 (GF2) 
Join the Twitter conversation at #AgFPT15 
 
Related Products 
Flickr Album – FPT Agriculture Ministers’ Annual Meeting 2015 
Video – State of the Sector 
 
 

http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/about-us/key-departmental-initiatives/growing-forward-2/?id=1294780620963
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23Agfpt15&src=typd
https://www.flickr.com/photos/aafc_canada/sets/72157655494195899
http://www5.agr.gc.ca/AAFCPrev-AACPrev/eng/about-us/partners-and-agencies/state-of-the-sector-canadian-agriculture-and-agri-food/?id=1436971654037


 
BACKGROUNDER 

Federal Provincial Territorial Agriculture Ministers’ Annual Meeting 2015 
 

In discussing progress in trade and market access and touching on interprovincial trade as an area for 
ongoing focus, Ministers reaffirmed support for developing new markets around the world for 
Canadian products, while continuing to preserve the integrity of the supply management system. 
Ministers were pleased with the World Trade Organization’s fourth and final ruling in May 
reaffirming Canada’s position that U.S. Country of Origin Labelling (COOL) measures are 
discriminating against Canadian cattle and hogs, which Canada estimates is causing damages of over 
$3 billion a year.      

 
Industry leaders of Value Chain Roundtables representing beef, grains, horticulture, special crops, 
food processing and industrial bioproducts sectors participated in a discussion on priority issues in the 
sector. Ministers agreed that the food and beverage processing industry is key to growth in the sector. 
In 2014, it was one of Canada’s largest manufacturing sectors (representing 15.9 % of GDP), the 
leading manufacturing employer and the largest market for Canadian agricultural products. The key to 
the long-term competitiveness of the food and beverage processing industry is increasing exports to 
emerging markets and capitalizing on trends in global food consumption. Ministers committed to 
continuing the FPT Food Processing Industry Development Forum to coordinate government and 
industry efforts to encourage investment, innovation, trade and market development in this sector.  

 
Ministers reaffirmed a commitment to emergency management, and endorsed continued work on a 
Strategic Emergency Management Framework for Agriculture. They discussed a set of priority actions 
including the development of a strategy to modernize and enhance plant pest and animal disease 
prevention and management, as well as to proactively manage potential risks associated with changes 
to climate. Ministers recognized that building a more integrated emergency management approach 
between FPT governments and industry is critical to the continued growth and prosperity of the sector. 

 
Ministers noted that grain is moving well since the implementation of the Fair Rail for Grain Farmers 
Act and other measures, and underlined the importance of Transport Canada’s accelerated review of 
the Canada Transportation Act later this year, which will offer longer term solutions to structural 
issues affecting rail transport. 

 
Since the last meeting, there has been significant progress on other issues, including the modernization 
of Canada’s crop variety registration system and the passage of the Agricultural Growth Act, which 
included updated Plant Breeders’ Rights, both of which will spur investment to improve farmers’ 
access to the strongest, best-suited crop varieties.   

 
Growing Forward 2 

 
Agriculture is a shared jurisdiction and federal, provincial and territorial governments work closely 
together in the development and delivery of policies and programs. Growing Forward 2 (GF2) is a 
five-year agreement developed in consultation with industry. It was launched in April 2013. It marked 
a major shift from reactive agricultural programming to proactive programming that supports the 
economic potential of the sector and provides a foundation for the development of programs and 
services to position Canadian producers and food processors for growth.  

 
GF2 provides multi-year funding for business risk management programs, and includes an FPT 
investment of more than $3 billion in strategic initiatives that promote innovation, competitiveness 
and market development. Of this, $2 billion supports programs that are cost-shared (60:40) by federal 
and provincial/territorial governments to ensure programs are tailored to regional needs. 

 
For more information, visit Growing Forward [www.agr.gc.ca/GrowingFoward2].    

http://www.agr.gc.ca/GrowingFoward2

