
FPT Ministerial Report 
 
 

Date: July 20th – 22nd, 2016  
 
Title: Annual Conference of Federal-Provincial-Territorial 

Ministers and Deputy Ministers of Agriculture  
 
Department(s): Economic Development and Transportation 
 
Participants:  

 Monica Ell-Kanayuk, Minister 

 Nicole Camphaug, Executive Assistant 

 Lou Kamermans, Manager of Environmental 
Assessment and Regulation 

 
Nunavut Position(s): 
 
The Government of Nunavut endorses the Calgary Statement and looks forward 
to its involvement in developing the key priority areas set out for the next 
agricultural policy framework, set to launch in April 2018. 
 
Current situation: 
 
Canada's federal, provincial and territorial (FPT) Ministers of Agriculture 
concluded their annual conference with Ministers by issuing the Calgary 
Statement ― representing a consensus among Ministers regarding the key 
priorities to develop the next agricultural policy framework, set to launch in April 
2018. 
 
Ministers discussed increasing market access and development, advancing 
investments in science, innovation and research, the need for a strong science-
based regulatory framework, enhancing public trust, the continued importance of 
Business Risk Management programs and systems (supply management), and 
renewed emphasis on environmental sustainability and climate change. 
 
Ministers also discussed the importance of efficient transportation systems in 
order for Canada to be a reliable supplier of agriculture and agri-food products to 
customers around the world, and the importance of access to labour, and finding 
short- and long-term solutions to labour needs. The importance of the quality of 
Canadian and imported products (reciprocity of standards) and the strict controls 
to which all foods are subject were highlighted.  
 
Of critical importance to Nunavut will be ongoing inclusion in the framework 
development process through the identified consultation periods. Whether or not 
aquaculture, land and/or sea based, is treated as a form of ‘farming’ that can 



access the funding programs included in the next framework will also be a 
priority. 
 
Next Steps: 
 

 FPT Ministers are currently collaborating on the development of the next 
agricultural policy framework, set to launch in 2018. 

 Ministers issued the Calgary Statement on July 22, 2016 which outlines 
the overarching themes and priorities that will guide the development of 
the next framework.  

 The Calgary Statement recognizes the diversity of the sector and the 
importance of flexibility in addressing its changing needs.  

 Engagement with stakeholders has been underway since early 2016 and 
additional consultation activities will be ongoing in the coming months to 
gather feedback that will help inform future agricultural programs and 
services. 

 Ministers are committed to a strengthened focus on results and 
continuous improvement of policies and program delivery. 
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16:00 – 18:30 CANADIAN FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE TRI-PARTITE ROUNDTABLE 

Location: Calgary Marriott Hotel 

Focus: Industry priorities for the next policy framework. 

19:00 – 21:00 WELCOME RECEPTION 

Location: Calgary Marriott Hotel 

Details: All conference delegates are invited. 

 

 
 

 

7:30 – 8:45 
PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL BREAKFAST MEETING 

*PROVINCIAL TERRITORIAL DELEGATES ONLY* 

Location: MacLeod Hall, Telus Convention Centre 

Federal observers: Andrew Goldstein (AAFC), Colette Kaminsky (AAFC) 

 

 
9:00 – 9:30 

 
 

MINISTERS  AND  DEPUTY  MINISTERS  GROUP  PHOTOGRAPH  (meet  in 

MacLeod Hall) 

 
9:30 – 9:45 

 
WELCOME CEREMONY BY AN ELDER FROM THE SIKSIKA NATION 

Chair: Minister Carlier 

Presenter: TBC, Siksika Nation 

Thursday, July 21, 2016 

Wednesday, July 20, 2016 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF 
FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL 

MINISTERS AND DEPUTY MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE 

Calgary Telus Convention Centre 
Calgary, Alberta 

July 20-22, 2016 

AGENDA 
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9:45 – 11:15 
 

OPENING REMARKS AND ROUNDTABLE 

Chairs: Minister Lawrence MacAulay and Minister Oneil Carlier 

Focus: Summary by Minister Carlier of the Provincial/Territorial 

breakfast meeting, followed by a roundtable discussion 

on priority areas including trade, transport, labour, and 

seafood/aquaculture. 

 
11:15 – 11:30 

 
BREAK 

 
11:30 – 12:15 

 
NEXT POLICY FRAMEWORK 

Chair: Minister MacAulay 

Official: Greg Meredith (AAFC) 

Focus: Review and endorse the proposed “Calgary Statement” 

which describes parameters, priorities and principles for 
the next framework agreement. 

 

A review of proposed next steps in the development of 
the framework. 

 

12:15 – 13:00 
 

LUNCH (MacLeod E-1) 

 
13:00 – 13:45 

 
BUSINESS RISK MANAGEMENT (BRM) 

Chair: Minister MacAulay 

Official: Rosser Lloyd (AAFC) 

Focus: Present analysis on the BRM suite and seek policy direction on 

BRM programs going forward. 

 
13:45 – 14:30 

 
MARKET DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE UPDATE 

Chair: Minister Carlier 

Official: Fred Gorrell (AAFC) and Frédéric Seppey (AAFC) 

Focus: An overview of how market development can contribute to the 

advancement of the next policy framework, followed by an 

update on implementation of trade agreements. 

 
14:30 – 14:45 

 
BREAK 
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14:45 – 15:30 
 

PRECISION AGRICULTURE 

Chair: Minister MacAulay 

Speaker: Chris Paterson, Bayer CropScience 

Focus: A presentation on the current status, adoption challenges and 

future potential in farming and agri-business for new technology 

and its impact on the environmental footprint an profitability of 

the sector. 

 
15:30 – 16:00 

 
INNOVATION 

Chair: Minister MacAulay 

Official: Greg Meredith (AAFC) 

Focus: Discussion on proposed directions for innovation policy and 

programming within the next policy framework. 

 
16:00 – 16:30 

 
FOOD PROCESSING 

Chair: Minister Carlier 

Officials: Fred Gorrell (AAFC) 

Focus: Discussion on potential approaches to incent investments in the 

food processing industry. 

 
16:30 – 17:00 

 
FOOD POLICY 

Chair: Minister MacAulay 

Official: Andrew Goldstein (AAFC) 

Focus: Discussion on priorities and considerations in development of a 

national food policy. 

 
17:00 – 17:30 

 
INITIAL FPT COMMUNIQUÉ REVIEW 

Chair: Minister Carlier 

Official: Jane Taylor (AAFC) 

Focus: Review of the Annual Conference communiqué. 

 
17:30 

 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Chairs: Minister MacAulay and Minister Carlier 
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7:00 – 8:15 MINISTERS’ IN-CAMERA BREAKFAST MEETING 

Location: MacLeod Hall, Telus Convention Centre 

 
DEPUTY MINISTERS’ IN-CAMERA BREAKFAST MEETING 

Location: Chinook 4 Meeting Room, Telus Convention Centre 

 
 

8:30 – 8:35 

 
 

OPENING REMARKS 

Chairs: Minister MacAulay and Minister Carlier 

Focus: Review previous day’s discussions and outline objectives for 

today. 

 
8:35 – 8:45 

 
FINAL COMMUNIQUÉ REVIEW 

Chair: Minister Carlier 

Official: Jane Taylor (AAFC) 

Focus: Approving the final communiqué to be issued at the conclusion 

of the meeting. 

 
8:45 – 9:15 

 
CFIA REGULATORY INITIATIVES 

Chair: Minister MacAulay 

Official: Barbara Jordan (CFIA) 

Focus: Update on priorities in modernizing regulations administered and 

enforced by CFIA. 

 
9:15 – 9:45 

 
PUBLIC TRUST 

Chair: Minister Carlier 

Speakers: Chantelle Donahue, Kim McConnell (Canadian Journey to 

Social License/Public Trust group) 

Focus: Update on current industry initiatives linked to public trust, and a 

discussion on how governments can support the sector. 

Friday, July 22, 2016 

18:00 – 21:00 CONFERENCE DINNER 

Location: Rotary House - Stampede Park 
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9:45 – 10:15 
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

Chair: Minister MacAulay 

Officials: Tina Namiesniowski (AAFC) and Barbara Jordan (CFIA) 

Focus: To review progress of the FPT Emergency Management 

Framework, to discuss the Livestock Market Interruption 

Strategy and the Plant and Animal Health Strategy. 

 
10:15 – 10:45 

 
ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

Chair: Minister Carlier 

Official: Greg Meredith (AAFC) 

Focus: An overview of potential areas of action on environment and 

climate change within the next policy framework. 

 
10:45 – 11:00 

 
NEXT STEPS AND WRAP-UP 

Chairs: Minister MacAulay, Minister Carlier and Parliamentary Secretary 

Colin Holloway (NL) 

Focus: Summary of decisions taken during the meeting and directions 

to officials for work in the coming year. 

A formal handing over of the provincial co-chair to 

Newfoundland and Labrador and a presentation from Secretary 

Holloway, inviting Ministers to the 2017 Annual Conference. 

 
11:30 (TBC) 

 
NEWS CONFERENCE 

Location: (MacLeod E-4) 

 



 

Communiqué  
Federal-Provincial-Territorial 

For immediate release 

 

 

Federal, Provincial and Territorial Ministers Set the Direction  
for the Next Agricultural Framework 

 
July 22, 2016 – Calgary, Alberta  
 
Canada's federal, provincial and territorial (FPT) Ministers of Agriculture today concluded 
their annual conference with Ministers issuing the Calgary Statement ― representing a 
consensus among Ministers regarding the key priorities to develop the next agricultural policy 
framework, set to launch in April 2018.  

 

This year’s conference was co-chaired by Lawrence MacAulay, Federal Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food, and Oneil Carlier, Alberta Minister of Agriculture and Forestry. 
FPT Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to work together to strengthen the agriculture and 
agri-food sector ― an industry that generates over $108 billion for the Canadian economy 
and employs one in eight Canadians.  

 

FPT Ministers will continue to collaborate with stakeholders to enhance the sector’s ability to 
compete, innovate and capture new opportunities. Ministers discussed increasing market 
access and development, advancing investments in science, innovation and research, the 
need for a strong science-based regulatory framework, enhancing public trust, the continued 
importance of Business Risk Management programs and systems such as supply 
management, and renewed emphasis on environmental sustainability and climate change. 
Ministers committed to preserve the integrity of the supply management system. 

 

The Calgary Statement was developed by FPT Ministers based on ongoing discussions with 
stakeholders and will guide the development of the next agricultural framework. The second 
phase of federal online consultation was also launched to seek comments on the Calgary 
Statement and help inform the development of future FPT agricultural programs and services.  

 

Ministers discussed the importance of efficient transportation systems in order for Canada to 
be a reliable supplier of agriculture and agri-food products to customers around the world, 
and the importance of access to labour, and finding short- and long-term solutions to labour 
needs. Ministers also stressed the importance of the quality of Canadian and imported 
products (reciprocity of standards) and the strict controls to which all foods are subject. 
 
* Although Quebec is not opposed to the content of this joint communique, it will issue its own communique 

as it considers this joint communique incomplete and not reflective of a full consensus. 

 
Quotes 
 
“The Calgary Statement sets the direction for future agricultural programs and services that 
will help the sector continue to innovate, grow the economy, create jobs and help grow the 
middle class. Along with the provinces and territories, I will continue to work with stakeholders 
and interested Canadians to chart the way forward for Canadian agriculture.” 

Lawrence MacAulay 
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 

 
 
 

http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/?id=1468864509649
https://agr.sondages-surveys.ca/surveys/AAFC/next-agricultural-policy-framework/?l=en
https://agr.sondages-surveys.ca/surveys/AAFC/next-agricultural-policy-framework/?l=en
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“Agriculture is an enormous contributor to a strong and diversified Canadian economy. As we move 
forward, we will continue to work closely with industry and my colleagues from across the country, to 
implement programs that help ensure the agriculture sector is well-positioned for sustainable growth 
and continues to be a leader in the global marketplace.” 

Oneil Carlier 
Alberta Minister of Agriculture and Forestry 

 
Quick Facts 
 

• The current agriculture framework, Growing Forward 2 (GF2), is a $3 billion investment for 
strategic initiatives over five years (2013-2018) by FPT governments in programming to 
support innovation, competitiveness and market development. 

• Canadian farm incomes also continue to hit new records with net cash income expected to 
close out 2015 at a record $15 billion and remain strong in 2016.  

• The GF2 FPT Business Risk Management suite of programs are demand-driven, and to date, 
have provided over $4 billion in support to help producers address risks that are beyond their 
capacity to  manage and that threaten the viability of their farms.  

• In 2015, the total value of Canadian agricultural exports reached an all-time high exceeding 
$60 billion.  

• The agriculture and agri-food sector represents close to seven per cent of Canada’s GDP. 
 
Related Products: 
 
• Calgary Statement 
• Online consultation 
• Growing Forward 2 (GF2) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/?id=1468864509649
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/?id=1461767905189
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/about-us/key-departmental-initiatives/growing-forward-2/?id=1294780620963
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BACKGROUNDER 
 

On July 20-22, 2016, federal, provincial and territorial (FPT) Ministers of Agriculture from across the 
country met in Calgary, Alberta for their annual Ministers’ Conference. Ministers discussed the 
opportunities and challenges facing the sector: 
 
 
Next Agricultural Framework: 
• FPT Ministers are currently collaborating on the development of the next agricultural policy 

framework, set to launch in 2018. 

• Ministers issued the Calgary Statement on July 22, 2016 which outlines the overarching 

themes and priorities that will guide the development of the next framework.  

• The Calgary Statement recognizes the diversity of the sector and the importance of flexibility 

in addressing its changing needs.  

• Engagement with stakeholders has been underway since early 2016 and additional 

consultation activities will be ongoing in the coming months to gather feedback that will help 

inform future agricultural programs and services. 

• Ministers are committed to a strengthened focus on results and continuous improvement of 

policies and program delivery.   

 

Business Risk Management (BRM): 
• FPT Ministers agreed that BRM programming must help Canadian producers address risks 

that are beyond their capacity to manage and that threaten the viability of their farms. 
• FPT Ministers also share the industry’s concerns about the level of participation in 

AgriStability and have tasked officials to consult with industry on options aimed at improving 
participation in the program, including with young farmers. 

• Ministers will continue to consult with industry on BRM as part of the engagement process on 
the next policy framework and agreed that BRM will play a key role in the next framework. 

 
 
Market Access, Market Development and Trade Policy: 
• Ministers reaffirmed continued support for developing new markets for Canadian products 

and strengthening Canadian competitiveness in the agriculture and agri-food sectors.  

• FPT partners will work collaboratively to ensure effective coordination to support companies 

in getting their products to market. 

• Ministers discussed their support for implementing the Canada-European Union 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) which will lead to new and 

expanded opportunities, create jobs and benefit Canadian consumers. Ministers also noted 

the importance of ongoing consultations on the allocation of the new cheese import tariff 

rates quotas. 

• Ministers look forward to the conclusion of consultations on the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP).  Ministers also discussed the potential benefits and implications of the TPP, should it 
come into force. 

• Ministers noted the importance of free movement of agriculture and agri-food products within 
the Canadian market. 
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Science and Innovation: 

• Ministers acknowledged the vital importance of continued investments in science and 
innovation to drive higher levels of productivity, competitiveness and sustainability in the 
farming and food processing sector.  

• They discussed the importance for these investments to continue the momentum from 
previous frameworks, the need for funding to align with industry and government priorities, 
and the importance of flexibility to enable regional approaches and program options that 
achieve high impact and unlock further potential from all parts of the sector.  

• Ministers also discussed the importance of knowledge transfer and uptake by producers to 
maximize the value of agricultural research investments, and the need for governments, 
producers and academic institutions to work together to strengthen the transformation of 
research results into practical advice for farmers.  

 
 
Environment and Climate Change: 
• Ministers discussed the importance of environmental sustainability as a key element in 

agricultural development.  
• Ministers discussed the need for science-based policies that will facilitate clean growth while 

achieving progress on environmental sustainability and climate change mitigation and 
adaptation.   

• Ministers agreed on the need for renewed efforts on environmental sustainability and to help 
address the advancement of agri-environmental priorities to support a competitive, innovative 
and sustainable sector.  

 
 
Public Trust: 

• Ministers acknowledge that Canadian consumer preferences about food are changing. 
Consumers expect transparency from industry and assurance that food is produced in safe, 
sustainable and responsible ways. 

• Ministers recognize that governments and industry have important roles to play in maintaining 
trust and confidence in Canadian agriculture and the agri-food system. 

• Ministers agree on the importance of continuing to work with industry to build and maintain 
public trust, and sharing the story of the importance of the sector and the modern, 
responsible and sustainable practices it uses. 

• Ministers reaffirmed their support for continued review and modernization of science-based 
regulations for food safety, animal health and welfare, and plant health.  

 
 
Food Processing: 
• Ministers reemphasized the strategic importance of the food manufacturing sector in Canada, 

and recognized the need for FPT governments to work together to assist the sector to 
improve productivity.   

• Ministers also directed FPT officials to examine the capacity of the processing system in 
Canada to help it introduce new products and processes to improve competitiveness 
domestically and internationally. 

 
 
Food Policy: 
• Ministers discussed the development of a national food policy that includes promotion of 

healthy living and safe food, and food security. Minister MacAulay encouraged the continued 
FPT sharing of ideas about food policy.   

• The federal government plans to seek the ideas of Canadians and stakeholders about the 
scope and directions of a food policy. 
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Emergency Management: 

• Ministers endorsed the new Emergency Management Framework for Agriculture in Canada 
(the Framework). Developed in collaboration with FPT officials, the Framework aims to 
improve FPT integration and collaboration through a focus on prevention, mitigation and 
improving the capacity of governments and industry to prepare, respond and recover from 
emergencies.  

• Ministers also endorsed the Livestock Market Interruption Strategy. FPT officials, in 
partnership with the livestock industry, developed the strategy which includes tools and 
information to enable all stakeholders to make timely and well informed decisions in case of 
an emergency, such as foot-and-mouth disease. 

• Ministers also endorsed the development of a plant and animal health strategy, including the 
initiation of stakeholder consultation. 

 
 
Regulatory Framework: 
• Ministers reaffirmed their support for a science- and outcome-based Canadian regulatory 

framework and acknowledged its contribution to food safety, plant and animal health as well 
as to trade and market competitiveness. Canada is known for having the highest standards of 
food safety which helps make our agri-food products more attractive in traditional and 
emerging markets.  

• Ministers agreed to continue to work together across governments and industry to support 
industry’s awareness and understanding of the modernized regulatory requirements e.g. 
proposed regulations under the Safe Food for Canadians Act.   
 

http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/?id=1468011698989

