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~nuit women reunited with ancestors' artifacts in Washington 

'My spirit had a connection,' says former MLA of seeing great grandparents' clothing for first 

time 

Kirsten Fenn . CBC News · Posted: May 14, 20187:42 AM CT I Last Updated: May 14 

Rosie .Oolooyuk was one of the women who visited the artifacts at the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.e. Among them were molds of Kivalliq Inuit faces . (Submitted by Veronica Connelly) 

Four Inuit women originally from Nunavut's Kivall iq region were in Washington, D.C, recently 

for an emotional reunion. 

Former MLA Manitok Thompson, Veronica Connelly, Rosie Oolooyuk and Bernadette Dean 

visited the Smithsonian Institution as a special set of artifacts that belonged to their relatives 

fias taken out of storage - including hunting and sewing equipment, art and clothing. 

They even saw plaster molds of Thompson's re at gra~dpa ents. dt\" 
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• Inuit artifacts to be put on display in W~_nnipeg Ar! Gall.::!}, 

• Team exc~va~~~ _s_~d h_~!I~s~~~~!Jq~~i~, wi!~_~~~~-:nd~!'_ts_~f ~_h~ ~o.u~_~·s !es~~~n_t~ 

st~n_<!!ng b~ 

"It was very emotional for me, because my mom was a historian and she made sure that our 

history was passed down from her great grandparents," said Thompson. 

"I was happy to be able to touch my great grandparents' tools, hunting tools. Like, just totally 

amazing." 

Manitok Thompson, left, Veronica Connelly, Rosie Oolooyuk and Bernadette Dean had a chance to view their 
ancestors' belongings at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.e. recently. (Submitted by Veronica 
Connelly) 

.hompson said her great grandparents took care of many British explorers who came through 

their territory, some around 1879 or 1880. 
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Clothing was among the items the women saw on their visit. (Submitted by Veronica Connelly) 
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,_ 0 However, Inuit who fed, clothed and guided these explorers haven't been given much credit for 
pO ' 

the work they did, she said . 

• She is thankful at least that her ancestors' items have been stored and kept safe. Seeing the 

items for the first time, she said she could feel a connection to them. 

"The drawer started to be pulled out and I saw my great grandparents' caribou clothing ... I 

know it was hers," said Thompson. "It seems my bones, somewhere, my spirit had a 

connection and it seemed like it was shouting out, 'We've been lonely for so many years. We 

want to go back home now.'" 

Thompson said she hopes one day the artifacts will be brought back to Canada. 

She said they belong to Canadians - from Labrador to Nunavik, and all the way to Aklavik. 
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