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Nunavut consists of all“of Canada North of 60°,
east of the western boundary that is not part of
Québec or Newfoundland; and includes the islands of
Hudson Bay, James Bay and Ungava Bay that are
not within Manitoba, Ontario or Québec.
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_Om the Chief Commissioner

Terry Pearce

T a smal group of people like the Inuit, the set-
tlement of land claims and the creation of the new
territory of Nunavut in the Canadian Arctic are
enormous achievements. Nunavut will be a

public government which will respect the rights
and responsibjlities of all residents and will be sub-
ject to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

* At the same time, it will have the responsibility to
pratect and preserve the distinct society which has
existed in Nunavut for thousands of years. Equal-
ly important will be the preservatlon of the Arctlc
environment. -

- John‘Amagoalik -

Biographical Information

]éhn Amagoalik was born in Northern Quebec
and was relocated to Resolute Bay in the High

~ Arctic in 1953. He has held a number of elected ’,
positions: Head of the NWT Inuit Land Claims
Commission, 1977-79; President of Inuit Tapirisat
of Canada, 1981-85 and 1988-91; Co-Chairman.of . -
the Inuit Committee on National Issues, 1982-87;

e Chairman of the Nunavut Constitutional Forum,

,  1986-87. He has also been a Constitutional and

~ Political Advisor to the Tungavxk Federation of
Nunavut, 1991-93.
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What is Nunavut ?

Nunavutis both a territory and a government.
Nunavut means Our Land in Inuktitut, the
language of the Inuit of the-Eastern and Central- -
Arctic. Division of the Northwest Territories and
-the creation of a Nunavut Territory and Govern- .
ment have been the dream of Inuit and a crucial
aspect of the Inuit land claim since the mid 1970s. -
. Forreasons of cultural distinctiveness, linguistic
homogeneity and geographical remoteness from
the seat of government in Yellowknife, Inuit and -
other residents of Nunavut believe that they will
be better served through the creation of a Nunavut
Territory arid Government in the Eastern and
Central Arctic.

Nunavut is Public Government

Although a Nunavut Territory and Government
are being created alongside the settlement of the
Inuit land.claim, the Nunavut Governmgnt will
be a public government - one that respects and
reflects Canada’s political traditions and institu-
tions, and one that remains firmly entrenched
within the bonds of Confederation. The public
form of government will recognize and protect the
political equality of residents, regardless of
culture, 'herltage or background.

Terry Pearce

m The Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta, the northern regions of Ontario and
Quebec, and the Yukon Territory were all
carved out of the Northwest Territories.

 Road to Nunavut

Alongside the process of land claim negotiations, -

beginning in thé late 1970s and extending into the -~

-early 1990s, Inuit persuaded the Government of
Canada of the wisdom-and need for dividing the

~ Northwest Territories. But the road to Nunavut
was not without its obstacles.- Two territorial wide
plebiscites, one in 1982 on support for divisiop, .
and a second in 3992 on agreement onthe lpcation

. of a boundary, were required, along with the 1992

- A
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Inuit ratification vote on the land claim before
Nunavut could become a reality. These challenges

_ were successfully met through persistence and the

determination of the Inuit and other residents of
Nunavut. Consistent. with the will of the people,
the Parliament of Canada passed two pieces of
legislation in'1993, one ratifying the Inuit land
claim and the other dividing the Northwest
Territories and creating Nunavut. As a result, a .
Nunavut Territory and Government will be
created on April 1, 1999.



3 . ] . ' s

= ' ' : : m Inuit population of Nunavut is approximately

The Nunavut Imi)lementation Commission is a, 152 00:ar B0 oy fhie okl poplutasion.

statutory body created through the Nunavut Act.
* Itis made up of nine Commissioners and a Chief o - v, e
- Commissioner nanied by the three signatories to '

the Nunavut Political Accord: the Government of

Canada; the:<Government of the Northwest Ter- .. Work of the Nunavut )
ritories; and the Tungavik Federation of Nunavut - Implementa tion CommiSSion
now called the Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated. '
The Comm1551on is to provide advice on matters The Nunavut Act requires the Commlsswn ta

* pertaining to the settmg up of the NunaVUt advise on the following matters:

- Govérnment. - . . R .
: T . e e s the development of ‘principles and criteria for
5 be establishment of the Commission prQYldeS #  the division of territorial assets and liabilities;
. unique opportunity to enstire that the creation of a

Nunavut Terrifory,and the estabhshment of a " - -atimétable for.the assumption of the delivery of
Nunavut Government are undertaken in'a thanner " services by a Nunavut Covetaiient

that reflects the neéds and preferences of its _ _
residents. i 3 .~ training and funding requirements;

- the administrative design of the Nunavut
Government, including personnel recjuirements;

-a process’for the identification of a Capital;

- ideﬂtificatioh of the Capital’s infrastructure
requirements; and

— a process for the eléction of the first Legislative
Assembly and the determination of electoral
dlstrlcts :

Terry _P':‘a rce




mplementation Commission

_ To assist the Commission in carrying out its work
-the Commission has established five Standing
~ Committees:

- a Capital Committee to advise on the location of
a Capital, taking into account community size,
existing and projected services and infra-
structural requirements;

- a Governmient Operations Committee to iden-
tify principles and objectives necessary to guide
decisions on the institutional design, infra-
structural requirements ‘and financing needs of
the government;

— a Human Resources Committee to determine
the educational and trammg requlrements of
the government;

- a Communications Committee to solicit the
views of the people and to keep them informed
about Nunavut and the work of the Commis--
sion; and

- an Internal Management Committee to oversee
the internal management and administration of
the Commission and staff.

Terry Pearce



—n‘ers’;Views‘ and Biographical Information

Terry Pearce

" I know we are forming a pitblic government, but at

My role is to ensure that the people’s views are heard

' by the Commission and incorporated into the plan-'

ning of the new government. We need the people to

team up with us.

David Alagalak, Co}nmissioner—Arviat

" David. Alagalak is a businessman from the Keewatin.

He has been an Economic,Development Officer for the
Government of the Northwest Territories, and is a board
member for several business and political institutions:

the same time I feel that we have to govem Nunavut .

in a different way. Otherwise we will be just repeat-
ing what we have been doing for the last 30 years
with the federal and territorial governments.

Guy Alikut, Commissioner-Arviat

Guy Alikut is a former Mayor of Arviat. He is currently
a director of the Canadian Council for Aboriginal Busi-
nesses and he has been a wildlife officer, co-op manager
and welfare officer, and has sat on the bodrds of several

Jack hi_-ks

local and regional organizations.

Terry Pearce

Nunavut is like a promzsed homeland for Inuit, but as
- a public government, every Canadian will have a

chance.to shape its destmy‘ We should all be proud

" of our participationin building Nunavut

, - Peter Ernerk, Commissio_neﬁRankin Inlet’
Peter Ernerk is from Rankin Inlet. Amongst other
elected and appointed positions he has held, he has beert
an MLA and has served as an Executive Member for the
Ministries of Health and Social Services, Economic
Developmeht, Natural and Cultural Affairs and Renew-

able Resources.



The challenge we face is to advise on the.creation of a
" new.government which will be closer to ‘the people, .

and to protect and enhance the quality of life we have

achieved, in a period of declining financial resources.

Kenn Harper, Corhmissioner—lqaluit

. Kenn Harper has made his home in Nunavut.for many
years. He came North.as a teacher and is currently a
private businessnian, writer, historian and linguist.
Many people know him by his Inuktltut name,
Hisaijikutaaq.

Terry Pearce

The NIC’s mandate will be-accomplished by main-
taining good working relationships through open
communications with individuals and communities.

Meeka Kilabuk, Commissioner-Igaluit

Meeka Kilabuk is from the Batfin Region. She was a
founding member of Inuit Tépirisat of Canada, and was
instrumental in the formation of the Inuit Cultural In-
stitute, Inuit Circumpolar Conference, Inuit Broadcast-
ing Corporation, Inuit Women’s Association, Maliganik
Tukisiniakvik, as wellas seVeraI other Inuit organiza-
tions.

. NIC

In Nunavut we have through the work of the Com-
- mission a unique opportunity to provzde input into -
the des1gn of the govemment before it is established.

Blll Lyall, Lomm1551onor/V1ce Chair- Cambrldge Bay

Bill Lyallis’a businessman from the Central Arctic. He ~

is President of the Arctic Cooperatives Ltd., President of
~the NWT Cooperative Business Development Fund, and:
{is a meimber of several other boards and committees.

The Kidg
on the Blog}

Terry Pearce
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- I believe the Commission has been given a great task.

.. of forming the-Government for Nunavut 1999 and I
want, to work with the people to make sure the .
Nunavut Government meets the needs of the people

Joe Ovilok Ohoka nnoak Commlssmner Cambrldge Bay

- Joe Ovilok Ohokannoak is.a former Mayor of Lam‘brldge_'
Bay. He worked in the area of ecanomic development
for the Government of the Northwest Tertitories for
o _almost twenty years and is currently the Reglonal
' Tourism Offlcer n Cambndge Bay

-

Our ancestors left this land for us to manage. We,
the leaders today, are borrowing it from our children.
We should prepare it well for our future. Nunavut is
our future.

George Quviq Qulaut, Commissioner-Igloolik

George Quviq Qulaut is full time hunter and fisherman
.from Igloolik. He has served in local government and is

active in community service work. He has studied

computer science ahd photography and has béen the
_~manager.of the Igloolik Research Centre.

Terry Pearce
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- We have always said ourland is our strength and,
‘through Nunavut, the Inuit and the rest of Canada
will become stronger and our dreams will-be realized.

MarvSimon-Comﬁfssioner—Ottawa .

Mary Simon is from Northern Quebec. She has held a

- number of national and international positions includ- ,
ing the presidencies of the Makivik Corporation and the -
Inuit Circumpolar Conference. She has been the
rectpient of several national-and mternat10na1 awards. ’

Terry Pearce

Jack Hicks-
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Iqaluit:
NunavutImplementation Commlssmh
" Office of the Chief Commissioner/
Office of Exeqiitive Director
P.O.Box 1109
Iqaluit, Notthwest Territories
X0A OHO
Telephone: (819) 979-4199
Fax: (819) 979-6862 or 2260

Keewatin:

Nunavut Implementahon Commlsswn

Regional Communications and Fteld Officer
- P.O.Box 143

Arviat, NorthwestTerrltorles

X0C OEQ

Telephone: (819) 857-2922

Fax: (819) 857-2620

Kitikmeot:
Nunavut Implementation Commission
Regional Communications and Field Officer
P.O. Box 1098
Cambridge Bay, Northwest Terrltorles
X0C 0Co
Telephone: (403) 983-2475 or 2476
Fax: (403) 983-2122

Yellowkmfe
Nunavut [mplementation Comm1551on
P.O. Box 16%7
Liaison/Research Officer

- Yellowknife, Northwest Territoriés -
X1A2P3 -
Telephone: (403) 920-2606
Fax: (403) 669-9580

Ottawa: .
Nunavut Implementation Comrhission
130 Albert St., Suite 1108 ;
Ottawa, Ontario
K1P 5G4
Telephone: (61%) 231-3738
Fax: (613) 231-5885"

Terry Pearce

8 [Inuit writing systems in Nunavut: Inuktituf -
syllabic; Inuinnagtun - Roman orthography.

m Most northerly community: Grise Fiord,
(Ellesmere Island), pop. 130. Most southernly
community: Sanikiluaq, (Belcher Islands),
pop. 500.

8 Air miles between regional centres; Igaluit to
Rankin Inlet 730 mi. (1175 km); Rankin Inlet
to Cambridge Bay 560 mi. (900 km);
Cambridge Bay to Igaluit 1040 mi. (1675 km),

m Total number of Nunavut communities: 27.

m Total number of Nunavut communities above
the Arctic Circle (66°33"): 16.

m Number of operating mines: 2.
wm Number of producing oil fields: 1.

m  Number of parks, sanctuaries and reserves:
approx. 25,

" At a time when others are attempting to

dismantle Canada, the ‘peoplé of
Nunavut are attempting to complete it.

The people of Nunavut believe in Canada

and recognize that the sticcessful growth
and development of Nunavut depends
upon a strong and united Canada. The
people of Nunauvut believe that their new
government and territory will make a’

~valuable and enduring contribution to

Canada. Sharing and cooperation are

- Nunavut traditions and the pedple of

Nunavut welcome all those who wish to
participate in the development of
Canada’s newest territory and share.in
the opportunities that it has to offer.



