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October 23, 2012
Members of the Legislative Assembly
Re: Processing of IHT Place Name Proposals

The Government of Nunavut recognizes the importance to Nunavummiut of traditional
geographic place names, and is committed to completing the review and approval of
official place names in a timely mannér. In recent years, however, there has been a
significant increase in the volume of place names submitted to the Department of Culture
and Heritage by the Inuit Heritage Trust. Over this same period, the Toponymy Program
has encountered capacity issues particularly with respect to staff recruitment and retention.
These are issues affecting program delivery in many Government of Nunavut departments
and have resulted in delays in completing the review and official approval of place name

submissions.

A contributing factor is that contrary to what is stated in the Inuit Heritage Trust's letter of
October 11, 2012, the NLCA did not assign the Trust responsibility to review traditional
place names. The NLCA clearly states that the Trust was mandated to review official place
names. What the Trust has focussed its efforts on for many years is the documentation,

compilation and submission of thousands of new traditional names, of which only a small

proportion are official names.

The Department of Culture and Heritage has previously discussed this issue with the Inuit
Heritage Trust and explained the factors underlying the delays in the approval process.

Following a meeting with the Trust's Board of Trustees in November 2011, the Department
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wrote to the Executive Director of the Trust in January 2012 and outlined some
suggestions thought to have potential for advancing our common interest in speeding up
the processing of place name proposals. Program staff from the Department of Culture and
Heritage and the Inuit Heritage Trust also met via teleconference to discuss issues and

suggest possible solutions.

The Department of Culture and Heritage proposed removing the requirement that name
submissions be reviewed by the Nunavut Geographic Names Committee. Because the
Committee meets infrequently, eliminating this step would allow the recommendations of
the Nunavut Toponymist to be forwarded in a timelier manner to the Minister for decision.

The Department also proposed that the Trust provide digital delineation files ("shape files")
compatible with mapping software with its name proposals as means of speeding up the
government's review process. Without digital delineation files, program staff must manually
reconstruct the delineation for each place name, which is a time-consuming process,
especially when thousands of names aré being proposed. Four consecutive Inuit Heritage
Trust proposals, containing approximately 1900 place names, have not included digital

delineation files.

We welcome suggestions for improvement from the Inuit Heritage Trust, but we do not
agree with the Quebec model apparently favoured by the Trust, through which place
names would be approved as official with little or no review. The Government of Nunavut
must ensure that the information provided is correct and, accordingly, it reviews all names
proposals for such things as spelling, orthography, digital delineation, positional accuracy,
attribute accuracy, logical consistency, lineage, completeness and errors. In accordance
with its Geographic Names Policy, the Government of Nunavut also provides

Nunavummiut with the opportunity to comment on proposed names.
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The Government of Nunavut's position is that, while acknowledging that the current delays
are not acceptable, the review of place name proposals is necessary and reflects best
practice. The Government of Nunavut's digital geospatial and non-geospatial standards for
place name information management align with well-established standards and guidelines.
In some cases, the Inuit Heritage Trust has adopted different standards which often conflict

with those of the Government of Nunavut, which can further add to processing delays.

The Inuit Heritage Trust's assertion that due to the pace of technological change, place
names are vulnerable to loss prior to becoming official is completely unsubstantiated. In
that context, the status of a place name is irrelevant with respect to its vulnerability to loss,
and the Government of Nunavut's official names database is not stored on floppy disks or
cassette tapes. The Government of Nunavut uses the latest versions of database and
mapping software and its toponymy data management system is at no greater risk of

obsolescence than that used by the Inuit Heritage Trust.

In the interest of fairness, and as correctly noted by the Trust, the Department does
process naming proposals in the order in which they are received. However, because of
the concerns expressed by the Trust about their proposals, the Department hired an
Assistant Toponymist to work exclusively on the Trust's proposals. As a result, the Trust's

place name proposals are being given special priority.

There is room for improvement, but we believe that progress is being made. Since January
2012, 404 place names have been made official, and the Department projects that an
additional 936 names will be ready for decision in the first quarter of 2013.

The Government of Nunavut will continue to review its naming procedures to identify ways

in which the approval process can be shortened.

Yours Sincerely,

~"Hon. James Arreak
Minister of Culture & Heritage
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