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Iqaluit, Nunavut 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Members Present: 

Hon. David Akeeagok, Mr. Tony Akoak, 

Hon. Pat Angnakak, Hon. Jeannie 

Ehaloak, Hon. Joe Enook, Mr. George 

Hickes, Hon. David Joanasie, Mr. Joelie 

Kaernerk, Ms. Mila Kamingoak, Hon. 

Lorne Kusugak, Mr. Adam Lightstone, 

Mr. John Main, Mr. Simeon 

Mikkungwak, Ms. Margaret Nakashuk, 

Mr. Patterk Netser, Mr. Emiliano 

Qirngnuq, Hon. Paul Quassa, Mr. Allan 

Rumbolt, Hon. Joe Savikataaq, Hon. 

Elisapee Sheutiapik, Ms. Cathy 

Towtongie. 

 

>>House commenced at 13:35 

 

Item 1: Opening Prayer 

 

Speaker (Hon. Joe Enook) 

(interpretation): Mr. Mikkungwak, can 

you say the opening prayer, please. 

 

>>Prayer 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Mikkungwak. Good afternoon, 

(interpretation ends) Premier 

(interpretation) and my fellow MLAs. 

 

Speaker’s Statement 

 

Before we proceed with the orders of the 

day, I wish to take this opportunity as 

Speaker to welcome all Nunavummiut 

who are listening to the radio broadcast 

and watching the televised proceedings 

of your Legislative Assembly. I also 

wish to extend a special greeting to our 

elders in the various communities of 

Nunavut. I say “good day” to my fellow 

residents of Pond Inlet and especially my 

spouse, Mary, I say “good day” to you.  

 

As we proceed, let me first say that as 

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, it 

is also my pleasurable duty today to 

express my thanks on behalf of our 

institution to the Speaker and Members 

of the Quebec National Assembly.  

 

(interpretation ends) Thanks to the 

generosity of Speaker Chagnon, a new 

work of art has recently been added to 

our Legislative Assembly’s permanent 

collection.  

 

The piece, which is entitled The Winding 

Country Road, was created by noted 

artist Jacques Lisée.  

 

The piece is now on display in our 

Chamber, and I draw the attention of the 

House to its location to my right.  

 

The artist wrote a short poem to describe 

the piece, which I would like to share 

with members today, and it says, “Even 

though we often seem to run around in 

circles, in the end we move ahead and 

reach our destination.” I am sure that the 

House will agree that this sounds a lot 

like how things seem to work around 

here at times.  

 

>>Laughter 

 

>>Applause 

 

I ask all members to join me in thanking 

our neighbours at the Quebec National 

Assembly for their friendship, and I 

personally appreciate and thank the 

Speaker.  

 

We will now go to our orders of the day. 

 

>>Applause 

 

(interpretation) Thank you. Going to the 
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orders of the day. Item 2. Ministers’ 

Statements. Premier Quassa. 

 

Item 2: Ministers’ Statements 

 

Minister’s Statement 003 – 5(2): 

Northern Premiers’ Forum 2018 

(Quassa) 

Hon. Paul Quassa (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I say “hello” to 

all of my fellow MLAs and 

Nunavummiut.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to provide an 

update on the 2018 Northern Premiers’ 

Forum held in Ottawa on May 2 and 3, 

2018. 

 

Since 2004 the territorial premiers have 

met annually at the Northern Premiers’ 

Forum to discuss issues of common 

interest and concern, develop made-in-

the-north solutions, and promote 

northern interests. 

 

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, I am 

very pleased with the outcome from my 

first Northern Premiers’ Forum as 

Premier of Nunavut and happy to have 

met with the Northwest Territories 

Premier, Bob McLeod, and Yukon 

Premier Sandy Silver. We are all 

committed to ensuring that policies 

directly affecting the north are designed 

by the north for the north. Our 

discussions centred around our shared 

priorities in the areas of the Arctic 

Policy Framework, northern 

infrastructure, and carbon pricing. 

 

(interpretation) I am also pleased to 

report that we met and had very 

productive discussions with federal 

Infrastructure Minister Sohi, federal 

Finance Minister Morneau, federal 

Environment Minister McKenna, and 

Crown-Indigenous Relations Minister 

Bennett. 

 

Mr. Speaker, we also had the 

opportunity to meet with Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau and voice our concerns 

and opportunities in the arctic on behalf 

of our citizens. This was a great 

opportunity for northern premiers and I 

was honoured to represent 

Nunavummiut at this meeting. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Ministers’ Statements. Minister of 

Justice, Minister Ehaloak. 

 

Minister’s Statement 004 – 5(2): 

Heads of Corrections Committee 

Meeting in Iqaluit (Ehaloak) 

 

Hon. Jeannie Ehaloak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (interpretation 

ends) I rise today to inform my 

colleagues that the national Heads of 

Corrections Committee is currently 

holding their semi-annual conference 

here in Iqaluit. The conference began on 

Tuesday, May 22, and will be ending 

today, May 24. 

 

The committee is made up of senior-

level representatives from each of 

Canada’s provincial and territorial 

corrections divisions, along with 

representatives from the federal 

government. 

 

One of the committee’s commitments is 

to address the overrepresentation of 

indigenous people in custody. This 

commitment is in line with the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s Call to 

Action No. 30, which calls upon federal, 
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provincial and territorial governments to 

commit to eliminating the 

overrepresentation of indigenous people 

in custody. 

 

The committee’s visit to Iqaluit has been 

a great opportunity to share Inuit culture 

with our southern counterparts. The 

opening ceremony began with the 

lighting of the qulliq and was followed 

by a presentation on the history of Inuit, 

the creation of Nunavut, and an 

introduction to Inuit societal values. It 

was also an opportunity to showcase 

some of the great work that is occurring 

at our correctional facilities in Rankin 

Inlet, Iqaluit, and Kugluktuk. 

 

We hope that what these representatives 

have learned during their visit will help 

to shape the future of corrections policy 

and legislation development in Canada. 

 

I would like to thank the various heads 

of corrections from across Canada who 

are visiting us and I would like to wish 

them all safe travels back to their home 

communities, provinces and territories 

tomorrow. Koana, Mr. Speaker.  

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation):  Thank you. 

Ministers’ Statements. Minister of 

Environment, Minister Savikataaq.  

 

Minister’s Statement 005 – 5(2): 

National Seal Products Day 2018 

(Savikataaq) 

Hon. Joe Savikataaq: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I would like to inform you 

about the department’s recent 

participation in the Seal Day on 

Parliament Hill on May 22, 2018. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Bill S-208 was given 

assent on May 16, 2017 designating May 

20 as National Seal Products Day. This 

day is to celebrate the country’s seal 

harvesters and those who make their 

living harvesting marine resources. 

 

Mr. Speaker, my department alongside 

federal ministers, Members of 

Parliament, and industry partners 

attended two events to celebrate the 

2018 National Seal Products Day. These 

events were hosted in Ottawa on 

Parliament Hill and in St. John’s, 

Newfoundland, at the Confederation 

Building featuring designers and sealing 

industry advocates. 

 

Mr. Speaker, the Government of 

Nunavut continues to be a strong 

supporter of Nunavut seal hunters and 

Nunavut designers at the local, national 

and international levels through the 

purchase and marketing of sealskins and 

sealskin products and through public 

education on the importance of the seal 

to Nunavummiut. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Ministers’ Statements. I have no more 

names on my list. Members’ Statements. 

Member for Aivilik, Mr. Netser.  

 

Item 3: Members’ Statements 

 

Member’s Statement 009 – 5(2): 

Congratulations to Arctic College 

Graduates (Netser) 

 

Mr. Netser (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. I say “good afternoon” to 

the people of Naujaat and Coral 

Harbour. I am pleased that we have 

started our spring sitting. I know that the 
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birds are migrating to the north and eggs 

are being laid, but we are happy to be 

here.  

 

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, 

(interpretation) I would like to recognize 

those individuals who have successfully 

completed Coral Harbour’s very first 

Office Administration Program which 

was delivered through Arctic College’s 

community learning centre. There were 

seven graduates and I am very proud of 

them. 

 

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, 

(interpretation) they worked very hard in 

their studies throughout the winter. 

Today I can say that three of the 

graduates are now employed in Coral 

Harbour. The graduates are: 

 

 Michelle Anguttitauruq, 

 Joanne Bruce, 

 Deanna Ell, 

 Vicki Gibbons, 

 Tamara Kolit, 

 Shaylene Murphy, and 

 Wendy Netser. 

 

I would also like to acknowledge the 

support of Adult Educator Doreen 

Siutinuar with the help of my younger 

sister, Leonie Mikityuk. They helped the 

graduates achieve their goals. 

 

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, I ask 

my colleagues to join me in extending 

our warmest congratulations to these 

graduates. I know that they will put their 

new skills to good use. (interpretation) 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Kugluktuk, Ms. Kamingoak.  

 

Member’s Statement 010 – 5(2): 

Moving Together in Kugluktuk 

(Kamingoak) 

Ms. Kamingoak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Good afternoon, colleagues and 

my constituents of Kugluktuk.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express my 

appreciation for the wonderful programs 

that are being run by the Moving 

Forward Together - Hivumut Aulaniq 

Atauttimut project operated by the 

Hamlet of Kugluktuk. 

 

Mr. Speaker, the Moving Forward 

Together project currently receives 

federal funding as a crime prevention 

initiative, but it is so much more.  

Regular programming for children and 

youth addresses healthy lifestyle 

choices, relationships, bullying, 

substance abuse, and parenting issues. 

Staff and volunteers provide training and 

mentorship as well as skills 

development.  

 

Mr. Speaker, recently a number of 

Kugluktuk youth involved in the MFT 

program created a series of issue-based 

Claymation videos in partnership with 

Reel Youth Film.  Last year one of the 

videos was played at the Toronto 

International Film Festival.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I was at the launch of the 

videos and they were so inspirational 

and touching. One of the students was so 

shy in the beginning, never speaking at 

all. Today she has gained so much 

confidence that she gave a speech to the 

crowd. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Moving Forward Together 

is a very successful program. It is 
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important that it be supported well into 

the future. The various programs 

currently offered under MFT give 

Kugluktuk youth so many opportunities 

to grow into healthy and productive 

adults.   

 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage our 

government to ensure that funding for 

such programs as Moving Forward 

Together is available for our Nunavut 

youth. Koana, Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Rankin Inlet North-Chesterfield Inlet, 

Ms. Towtongie. 

 

Member’s Statement 011 – 5(2): 

Constituents Visit Artefacts in 

Washington, DC (Towtongie) 

 

Ms. Towtongie (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 

recognize the four women from the 

Kivalliq that went to Washington, DC in 

the United States.  

 

My older sister, Manitok Thompson, and 

Veronica Connelly, who is my uncle 

Jerome Tatuinee’s daughter, my older 

sister-in-law, Rosie Oolooyuk, and 

Bernadette Miqqusaaq Dean. They went 

to see our artefacts, including clay molds 

of our ancestors’ faces, Tasiuq and 

Tulugarnaq, who were involved in the 

search for the Sir John Franklin 

expedition.  

 

On the Internet we saw pieces sewn by 

our grandmother Tuutaa and our great-

grandfather Tulugarnaq’s and Tasiuq’s 

faces, which was very important to us. 

As Inuit our ancestors’ belongings and 

clothing are down in the US. We are 

proud that the artefacts are now on 

display. They assisted in the search of 

British explorers in the years 1879 and 

1880.  

 

We are proud that the artefacts are now 

on display and the fact that our ancestors 

must be commemorated. Without their 

assistance, the search in the north for the 

expeditions would not have been 

successful. Our ancestors and your 

ancestors have helped northern explorers 

survive.  

 

The Smithsonian Institution in 

Washington, DC is where the artefacts 

are housed. We thank Bernadette 

Miqqusaaq Dean for her hard work with 

an Inuit organization. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Rankin Inlet South, Mr. Kusugak. 

 

Member’s Statement 012 – 5(2): 

Rankin Inlet Fishing Derby 

(Kusugak) 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m very happy 

we are starting our session, even though 

we would prefer to be home. 

Nevertheless, we’re glad to be here.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize 

individuals who sponsored and 

volunteered at the Rankin Inlet fishing 

derby. They had a fishing derby from 

Friday to Sunday. I would like to 

recognize the individuals who organized 

and fundraised for the event. They also 

gathered the prizes. I thank the 

volunteers, especially the ones who 
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donated prizes. Thank you, Rankin Inlet, 

for the fishing derby festivities.  

 

Starting tomorrow, there will be a cod 

fishing derby. Please enjoy the events. 

The festivities will bring together 

families and relatives. I hope they enjoy 

the outdoor activities. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Aggu, Mr. Quassa. 

 

Member’s Statement 013 – 5(2): 

Keeping Inuit Traditions Alive 

(Quassa) 

Hon. Paul Quassa (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to 

welcome the people of Nunavut and 

Igloolik. I am very pleased that we’re 

back here together again in the 

Chambers for the session.  

 

Spring is a time of people going out 

fishing or taken out fishing. It is 

something people enjoy. It is part of our 

culture and tradition. We enjoy and 

celebrate spring, and I think every single 

community, including Igloolik, holds 

spring festivities where they have fishing 

derbies in the outlying lakes and the 

ocean, including char, cod and sculpin 

fishing. Please make sure that safety 

comes first and to enjoy and participate 

in the activities.  

 

It’s a part of family bonding, which is 

very important. That is an Inuit tradition. 

We have to celebrate and thank the 

elders who, through hardships, have 

made us arrive to this day. That’s a 

statement I wanted to make, to be proud 

of our culture and tradition and to pass 

those on to our children and the future 

generations. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Arviat North-Whale Cove, Mr. Main. 

 

Member’s Statement 014 – 5(2): 

Recent Commissioner’s Awards in 

Arviat (Main) 

 

Mr. Main (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. Good day, my fellow 

MLAs.  

 

On May 22 the Commissioner of 

Nunavut, Nellie Kusugak, went to Arviat 

and we had a gathering in the 

community to celebrate and recognize 

many individuals from our community.  

 

I would like to mention a few names in 

the House. There were many. 

Firefighters, search and rescue, and 

various committees have made a huge 

contributions to the community and they 

were recognized with (interpretation 

ends) bravery (interpretation) awards.  

 

I would especially like to recognize two 

elders who are very likely watching the 

proceedings right now.  

 

The first elder, Margaret Hannak 

Puvvaq, was recognized for her 

contribution for many years as a 

volunteer. She has helped many 

residents of Arviat. Puvvaq, I celebrate 

with you and express my 

congratulations.  

 

Secondly, Rhoda Karetak Akpaliapik 

was also recognized for her contribution 

to language and cultural programs 



Thursday, May 24, 2018 Nunavut Hansard 67 

 

 

throughout all of Nunavut. I think 

everyone in Nunavut knows her because 

she’s frequently on the radio.  

I celebrate with our elders, and I also 

thank the Commissioner for coming to 

Arviat. That’s it. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Pangnirtung, Ms. Nakashuk. 

 

Member’s Statement 015 – 5(2): 

Spring Fishing Trips for Youth in 

Pangnirtung (Nakashuk) 

 

Ms. Nakashuk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. Good afternoon, my 

colleagues. I send my greetings to the 

people of Pangnirtung who are listening 

to the proceedings as we begin our 

spring sitting.  

 

I rise today to recognize the annual 

student outing, which is called the 

(interpretation ends) spring camp. 

(interpretation) It has been running very 

well again this year. The instructors, 

teachers, helpers, and parents fundraise 

throughout the year to prepare for the 

spring camps. 

 

This year there was a three-week spring 

camp where they took out students from 

kindergarten to grade 12 on daily 

outings. They go to the cabins that are 

set up just outside of Pangnirtung. I’m 

not sure exactly how many cabins there 

are, but the students are taken out fishing 

and hunting.  

 

The spring camp is held on an annual 

basis and it has been very successful. 

Parents are also involved in those 

outings, as well as their teachers. They 

have elders who are at the cabins. They 

have hunters and camp cooks too. I am 

very proud of the teachers and parents 

who have kept the spring camp going, 

including the school principals and staff 

who are full participants.  

 
I would also like to thank the Minister of 

Education, Mr. Joanasie, who was able 

to come for a visit and see how the 

spring camp operates. It is reviving the 

traditional and cultural aspects of our 

lives. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Netsilik, Mr. Qirngnuq. 

 

Member’s Statement 016 – 5(2): 2018 

High School Graduates in 

Taloyoak (Qirngnuq) 

 

Mr. Qirngnuq (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank my 

colleagues. I say “good day” to the 

people of Kugaaruk and Taloyoak, as 

well as to the people of Nunavut. 

 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 

the people of Taloyoak, which is one of 

my constituencies. There were two 

students who graduated from grade 12. I 

would also like to thank the Minister of 

Education, who was able to participate 

in the graduation ceremony. 

 

Mr. Speaker, the graduates are Richard 

Mannilaq and Fabian Tungilik. Even 

though there are the only two graduates, 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 

congratulating them. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 
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>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Quttiktuq, Mr. Akeeagok. 

 

Member’s Statement 017 – 5(2): 

Happy Mother’s Day and Happy 

Birthdays (Akeeagok) 

 

Hon. David Akeeagok (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am very 

pleased that everyone is here.  

 

We celebrate Mother’s Day in the month 

of May, and I would like to thank all 

mothers. Again, there were four people 

born in the month of May, and I 

especially want to mention my wife, 

who is in (interpretation ends) beautiful 

Pond Inlet (interpretation) today. 

Yesterday she celebrated her birthday 

and we missed her, but I am very 

thankful to the people of Pond Inlet for 

their hospitality during her stay.  

 

My wife’s friend, Tommy Tatatoapik, 

who just turned 81, is her spouse through 

her name. I call him my in-law. We 

looked at photos on the computer. My 

in-law is now 81 and he is the CBC 

community reporter for Arctic Bay.  

 

My sister, Naomi Kuluguqtuq, also 

celebrated her birthday. This coming 

week, Ann Akeeagok, will be 

celebrating her birthday.  

 

In remembrance especially on Mother’s 

Day, to all the mothers in Nunavut, we 

thank you very much, and wish you the 

best. That is what I wanted to say. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. Member for 

Arviat South, Mr. Savikataaq. 

 

Member’s Statement 018 – 5(2): 

Arviat Fishing Derby (Savikataaq) 

 

Hon. Joe Savikataaq (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I say “good 

day” to the people of Arviat.  

 

There was a fishing derby in Arviat and I 

congratulate the winners. The cod 

fishing derby was the last event. It was 

cold, snowy, and cloudy, but the winners 

were happy. There were also trout and 

pike fishing derbies.  

 

Even I went fishing with the people of 

Arviat. They are very good at fishing. 

I’m not a very good fisherman. I 

congratulate the winners. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members’ Statements. I have no more 

names on my list. Moving on with the 

orders of the day. Item 4. Returns to Oral 

Questions. Item 5. Recognition of 

Visitors in the Gallery. Let’s start with 

the Member for Kugluktuk, Ms. 

Kamingoak. 

 

Item 5: Recognition of Visitors in the 

Gallery 

 

Ms. Kamingoak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I rise today to recognize my 

family who I’m feeling very fortunate to 

have with me today. Mr. Speaker, my 

husband, Russel, my soulmate and the 

provider of my family, my beautiful 

daughters who are very excited to be 

here with us today: Susan, Tyra, Skye, 
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and Savannah. Mr. Speaker, without 

them, I wouldn’t be able to do what I do 

today. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Welcome to the gallery, especially to 

your young daughters. Welcome to your 

Legislative Assembly. Some of you may 

be sitting here once we’re gone. 

Welcome to the gallery. Recognition of 

Visitors in the Gallery. Member for 

Tasiluk, Mr. Hickes. 

 

Mr. Hickes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

That’s a pretty hard act to follow; I only 

have one daughter here today, Mr. 

Speaker.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity for 

the first time ever to be able to introduce 

my panik, Hope McLennan. Hope is a 

recent graduate of Mount Royal College 

and, from our initial research, maybe the 

first Inuk baccalaureate midwife degree-

holder. We’re still doing further research 

to find out if that’s the true case.  

 

I just wanted to take this opportunity for 

the first time ever to be able to recognize 

Hope in this House, and I hope you all 

welcome her as much as my family has. 

Thank you.  

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Welcome to 

the gallery. Recognition of Visitors in 

the Gallery. Member for Cambridge 

Bay, Ms. Ehaloak.  

 

Hon. Jeannie Ehaloak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (interpretation 

ends) I wish to recognize and 

acknowledge an important decision-

maker and partner to Nunavut. Behind 

me is Interim Commissioner of the 

Correctional Service of Canada, Ms. 

Anne Kelly.  

 

Ms. Kelly has had a long career with 

Corrections Canada and is currently in 

Nunavut as the co-chair of the National 

Heads of Corrections Committee 

conference taking place here this week.  

 
This meeting in Nunavut shows the 

efforts being made by the country to 

improve services across the country. 

This is important as Corrections Canada 

houses over 60 Nunavummiut in their 

facilities.  

 

I would also like to recognize our very 

own Chris Stewart, Manager of Capital 

and Special Projects. He has eagerly and 

tirelessly helped put this conference 

together.  

 

Please allow me to recognize Anne and 

the important partnerships with our 

departments.  

 

Welcome, Ms. Kelly and Chris, to the 

legislature. (interpretation) Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Welcome to the gallery. I think she is 

from Ottawa. Welcome to Nunavut and 

to the Legislative Assembly of Nunavut. 

Welcome. 

 

Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery. I 

have no more names on my list. Moving 

on with the orders of the day. Oral 

Questions. Let’s begin with the Member 

for Baker Lake, Mr. Mikkungwak.  
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Item 6: Oral Questions 

 

Question 020 – 5(2): Hudson Bay 

Regional Roundtable 

(Mikkungwak) 

Mr. Mikkungwak (interpretation): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

Good day to the people of Baker Lake 

and Nunavut.  

 

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, my 

questions are for the Minister of 

Community and Government Services, 

who is the Nunavut co-chair for the 

Hudson Bay Regional Roundtable.  

 

Last month I had the honour of taking 

part in the annual regional roundtable 

summit meeting, which is an important 

venue to address mutual issues of 

concern to the Kivalliq and Manitoba.  

 

Can the minister highlight the outcomes 

that were achieved at this year’s 

summit? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Community and Government 

Services, Minister Kusugak.  

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak (interpretation): 

Thank you. (interpretation ends) I thank 

the hon. member from the beautiful town 

of Baker Lake for asking the question.  

 

>>Laughter 

 

(interpretation) Mr. Speaker, we were at 

the conference and a lot of progress was 

made. First of all, those of us who 

attended noted that the committee that 

was there had not done any work on the 

resolutions that were made by the 

organizations.  

 

My co-chair and fellow minister from 

Manitoba, myself, the MLAs, and other 

representatives who attended the 

meeting agreed that the 

recommendations or resolutions from 

organizations have to be implemented 

and we set up the procedures. This is one 

of the biggest decisions from the 

conference and the resolutions at that 

time will go through the (interpretation 

ends) resolution committee. 

(interpretation) We anticipate good 

results from that committee. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 
Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. 

Mikkungwak. 

 

Mr. Mikkungwak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Earlier this month it was 

revealed that the federal government has 

rejected our submission to the National 

Trade Corridors Fund for support to 

construct the Manitoba-Nunavut winter 

road. I am certain that the minister 

shares my disappointment at this short-

sighted decision. Can the minister 

indicate what actions are being taken at 

the Hudson Bay Regional Roundtable to 

pursue other opportunities to make this 

vital project a reality? Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Kusugak. 

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. As my colleague knows, the 

Hudson Bay Regional Roundtable 

developed three different committees 

that will oversee everything from health 

matters to transportation and economic 

development, and so on. The committee 

that is looking into the transportation 

issues, I’m sure, took heed of the issues 

my colleague mentioned and I’m sure 
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they will come up with some other 

options.  

 

There is nothing to say that we can’t 

resubmit an application to this. It is not a 

“You try once, you do not get it, and it is 

over.” I’m sure the appropriate 

department would submit and continue 

to submit applications to this fund to 

make this road a reality. It’s not a “one 

try and you’re out.” I’m hopeful and I 

will work with the appropriate 

department to continue to push for a 

road to Nunavut and that from Manitoba 

to the Kivalliq be a priority. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. 

Mikkungwak. 

 

Mr. Mikkungwak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I thank the minister for his 

positive responses.  

 

Another issue of concern to our region is 

reducing our dependence on fossil fuels 

by looking at such options as connecting 

portions of the Kivalliq to the Manitoba 

hydroelectric power grid. Can the 

minister indicate what progress has been 

made at the Hudson Bay Regional 

Roundtable on this issue? Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Kusugak. 

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I thank my colleague for the 

question. I’ll just repeat again that the 

newly developed committees are looking 

at these issues. It has been, I believe, 

four or five weeks since they began and 

it will meet again in September or 

November, somewhere this fall. I hope 

that there will be some kind of progress 

to report at that time. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Iqaluit-

Tasiluk, Mr. Hickes. 

 

Question 021 – 5(2): Update on the 

General Rate Application (Hickes) 

 

Mr. Hickes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 

would like to direct my question today to 

the Minister responsible for the URRC. 

I’m sure he will recall a line of 

questioning that I had last March and I 

will revisit the same question I asked 

then.  

 

On October 27, 2017 the URRC 

received the QEC’s GRA, which 

included a number of changes to rates 

charged to residential and corporate 

customers across Nunavut, including a 

proposed territory-wide rate structure. 

 

On Tuesday, March 6, the minister 

stated that he would be meeting with the 

chairman to review the report and 

recommendations the next day. What is 

the status of the submission? Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister responsible for the Utility Rates 

Review Council, Minister Quassa. 

 

Hon. Paul Quassa (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank 

you for asking about that again, my 

colleague. The (interpretation ends) 

URRC’s GRA report (interpretation) No. 

2018-01 was submitted to the minister 

by the (interpretation ends) Qulliq 

Energy Corporation (interpretation) on 

March 26, 2018. The minister of the 
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Qulliq Energy Corporation will bring the 

report to cabinet on May 24, tomorrow, 

for discussion. That’s where we stand to 

date. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. Hickes. 

 

Mr. Hickes (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. (interpretation ends) Just a 

quick question then: when will this final 

report on the GRA be made public? 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Quassa. 

 

Hon. Paul Quassa (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I stated 

earlier, it will be given to the cabinet 

tomorrow. I apologize for saying “24.” It 

will be May 25. It will be given to 

cabinet on the 25th, tomorrow. I can’t 

say exactly when it will be tabled, but 

we will find out tomorrow after cabinet 

has received and reviewed it. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. Hickes. 

 

Mr. Hickes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In 

section 8 of the Utility Rates Review 

Council Act, it talks of the powers of the 

review council. There have been some 

discussions in the past of going to a 

public utility board. When I look at the 

powers that the review council has in 

responding to GRAs submitted by the 

QEC or any other entity that the minister 

responsible would hold authority under, 

what is the current government’s 

position on the Utility Rates Review 

Council’s role in providing 

recommendations to the minister, and 

are there going to be any anticipated 

amendments either to this Act under 

their authority or any other options 

available? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Quassa. 

 

Hon. Paul Quassa (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank my 

colleague for his interest on this matter. 

Perhaps I can respond in English. 

(interpretation ends) Again, I think we 

will have to look at the issue as to how 

the next step will be. I cannot at this time 

say how it’s going to turn and what the 

final results will be, but I just want to 

reassure the member that we will be 

talking about what the next steps will be 

as to how the process will take place. 

(interpretation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Hudson 

Bay, Mr. Rumbolt. 

 

Question 022 – 5(2): Water Situation 

in Sanikiluaq (Rumbolt) 

 

Mr. Rumbolt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

My questions are for the Minister of 

Community and Government Services. 

 

Mr. Speaker, one of the most basic 

responsibilities of government is to 

ensure that the supply of drinking water 

in our communities is safe and meets the 

standards that are prescribed in the 

national Guidelines for Canadian 

Drinking Water Quality and that are 

prepared by the Federal-Provincial-

Territorial Committee on Drinking 

Water. 

 

As the minister will be very much aware, 

Sanikiluaq’s drinking water supply 

suffers from abnormally high levels of 



Thursday, May 24, 2018 Nunavut Hansard 73 

 

 

sodium.  

 

Although I want to express my 

appreciation for the government’s 

willingness to undertake the necessary 

emergency measures to ensure an 

uninterrupted supply of clean and safe 

drinking water for my constituents, I 

also want to emphasize the importance 

of achieving a long-term, sustainable 

solution for the community. 

 

Can the minister update the House today 

on the status of his department’s work to 

address Sanikiluaq’s water supply 

situation? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Community and Government 

Services, Minister Kusugak. 

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I thank my colleague for the 

question. I couldn’t agree with him more 

that we need to have good, clean 

drinking water. Our department is doing 

its utmost to ensure that we have the best 

water we can in our territory. Sometimes 

it’s very hard. It seems so easy when 

you’re flying over communities over the 

land and you see all this water, and then 

we struggle to try to create clean 

drinking water. 

 

Mr. Speaker, our department has been 

working very closely with the 

municipality and my colleague from 

Sanikiluaq in trying to get the best 

drinking water for the community. Right 

now our department is putting together a 

request for proposals, I guess you can 

say, to put out and see what the best 

possible solution is for the community.  

 

We are going to put out an RFP to find 

out what best options there are for the 

long term for the community. There are 

some options. One is status quo, as we 

have reverse osmosis machines in every 

single house in Sanikiluaq right now. It 

seems to be holding.  

 

There are options of maybe getting a 

new water source with a new water 

plant, which is an option. We are going 

to investigate into a water aquifer with a 

new plant or maybe a reverse osmosis 

plant at the current site. These are some 

of the many options that will be in the 

RFP. We hope that at the end of the day 

we will find a long-term solution that is 

good for the community. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  

 
Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. Rumbolt. 

 

Mr. Rumbolt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I appreciate the information the minister 

has provided. As I noted in the preamble 

to my question, I appreciate the 

government’s willingness to undertake 

the necessary emergency measures to 

ensure an uninterrupted supply of clean 

and safe drinking water for my 

constituents.  

 

As the minister is aware, I recently drew 

his office’s attention to concerns that 

were raised with me by the local housing 

organization in Sanikiluaq regarding the 

status of a shipment of reverse osmosis 

filters that are intended to be installed in 

housing units in the community. Can the 

minister update me today on the status of 

this issue? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Kusugak. 

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. One of the options we are 
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looking at to solve that issue is to have a 

one-stop shop. Right now the 

municipality says, “We need this by this 

date,” then they order it through the 

supplier, then we pay the supplier, and 

then the supplier ships it to someone 

who is going to put it together. We’re 

trying to simplify it all and remove the 

middleman or middlemen to simplify the 

matter so that the materials that need to 

be there to have clean drinking water, 

the filters and whatnot, are there in a 

timely manner and not held up because 

someone forgot to order them or 

someone didn’t pay a bill. We are trying 

to simplify that whole deal so that it’s 

there well before it’s required to be. 

We’re trying our utmost to make that 

happen. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. Rumbolt.  

 

Mr. Rumbolt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Again I thank him for the information. 

Can the minister update us today on 

whether there is an adequate supply of 

reverse osmosis filters in the community 

at this time? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Kusugak. 

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. To the best of my knowledge, 

there is an adequate supply. Again I just 

want to reiterate to my colleague that 

we’re trying to get it to a point where 

we’re not relying on the next shipment, 

that we are ahead of the game and we do 

have ample supply in case the weather 

goes out or whatnot. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Gjoa 

Haven, Mr. Akoak. 

 

Question 023 – 5(2): Invitations to 

Minister of Health to Visit Gjoa 

Haven (Akoak) 

 

Mr. Akoak: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Good afternoon to the community of 

Gjoa Haven.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct my 

question to the Minister of Health.  

 

Mr. Speaker, as the minister and her 

colleagues will be well aware, the 

community of Gjoa Haven has 

undergone and continues to undergo 

serious crisis and trauma, much of it due 

to mental health and addictions issues. 

 

Can the minister tell this House if she 

would be willing to visit the community 

of Gjoa Haven so that she can discuss in 

person the issues being faced by the 

community? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Health, Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank the 

member for his question. Yes, I am 

committed to visit the communities 

every time I am invited. I am willing to 

visit all of the communities and I am 

willing to discuss this in person because 

it is very important to me. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. Akoak. 

 

Mr. Akoak: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Mayor of Gjoa Haven wrote a letter 

to the Minister of Health in April of this 

year inviting her to visit the community 
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and meet with the council. Can the 

minister confirm whether she received 

this letter and if she has replied? Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I have 

seen the letter and we are in the process 

of responding to it. I would just like to 

add that you and I have discussed this 

matter. As I stated before, I am willing 

to set up the travel to visit Gjoa Haven. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. Akoak. 

 

Mr. Akoak: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Earlier this month I sent an email to the 

minister’s office inviting her to the 

community of Gjoa Haven to meet with 

the health centre staff as well as the 

hamlet council. Will the minister commit 

to visiting the community of Gjoa Haven 

and, if so, when? Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Yes, I can commit to visiting 

the Hamlet of Gjoa Haven; I would love 

to do that. I would like to work it out 

with you because I want to make sure 

that when I do go to your community, 

you will be available as well. I am open. 

I am hoping that we can have that 

discussion together and plan out a date 

to figure out what is going to be the best 

time to go to Gjoa Haven. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Kugluktuk, 

Ms. Kamingoak. 

 

Question 024 – 5(2): Invitation to 

Minister of Health to Consider 

Kugluktuk’s Long-term Care 

Proposal (Kamingoak) 

 

Ms. Kamingoak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I would like to direct my 

question to the Minister of Health. 

 

Mr. Speaker, I agree with my colleague 

from Gjoa Haven that it is often very 

beneficial to meet face to face, to discuss 

issues of concern, and to work together 

to find solutions. 

 
The Hamlet of Kugluktuk has worked 

very hard to develop a comprehensive 

plan for opening a long-term care facility 

in Kugluktuk. However, the hamlet has 

expressed grave disappointment in the 

minister’s lack of support for their 

proposal. Can the minister tell this 

House why she does not support the 

Hamlet of Kugluktuk’s proposal to open 

a long-term care facility in the 

community? Koana, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Health, Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I would just like to say that it is 

not that I do not support it. I think long-

term care is obviously one of my 

priorities. It’s a big reason of why I ran. 

I feel that elders do need to be taken care 

of and if we can do it in the territory, 

then that’s how we should be doing it.  

 

In saying that, since this government 

came into force, there has been actually 

a lot of interest. People from all over 
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have started to say, “We want to run the 

facility.” We met as a cabinet to discuss 

the next steps of how we should be 

dealing with this and we decided in 

collaboration that we need to probably 

issue an RFP because that would be the 

most transparent way of doing it.  

 

When I spoke with your SAO of 

Kugluktuk, I said, “Keep an eye out for 

it.” I encouraged them to put an 

application or a proposal in and that 

extension goes to everybody. We expect 

that RFP to be coming out in the next 

couple of months. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you.  
Your first supplementary, Ms. 

Kamingoak. 

 

Ms. Kamingoak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. It does not seem to me or to the 

hamlet representatives that their proposal 

has been given full and adequate 

consideration. A lot of work has gone 

into this project already. It is ready to go. 

It simply needs the government to make 

a fee-for-service commitment.  

 

Can the minister clearly explain how her 

department can enter into a fee-for-

service contract with such facilities as 

Embassy West in Ottawa to provide 

long-term care services to Nunavut 

elders but not be willing to enter into 

similar contracts with northern entities 

which would allow elders to remain in 

Nunavut? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I truly appreciate your concern 

over this, but I was over on your side the 

last four years of the last government, 

hammering on the door and nothing 

really happened. Now we’re in the new 

government and there is much more 

interest. It’s very hard for us just to go to 

one and not to another anymore. We 

decided to go to an RFP process. We 

feel that’s the best way and we do 

encourage the hamlet to make that; they 

could put that proposal in. It’s something 

that I would love to support, but things 

have to be done transparently.  

 

We’re just doing the best we can to try 

to fast-forward this process because we 

don’t want our elders to continue to be 

going down south. That’s the last thing 

that I want as a minister. Right now as it 

stands, we cannot offer that care in 

Nunavut and so we have to use Embassy 

West. I’m hoping that with the RFP 

coming out, we can get things going as 

fast as possible and to be done in a 

correct way.  

 

This is not just a health initiative; this is 

also touching on working with CGS and 

Finance. We’re working together on this. 

It’s something that is a priority of this 

government to see implemented. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Ms. 

Kamingoak. 

 

Ms. Kamingoak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I agree that issues can often be 

resolved with full, healthy dialogue. I 

understand that the minister may be 

willing to visit our neighbours in Gjoa 

Haven in the near future. Will the 

minister commit to also visiting the 

community of Kugluktuk while she is in 

the Kitikmeot region to meet with 

hamlet representatives and discuss in 
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person their proposal to open a long-

term care facility in the community? 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you very 

much, Mr. Speaker. I thank the member 

too for their invitation. I would be glad 

to accept it. I’m not sure how much 

detail I can go into when we talk about 

the proposals if there’s an RFP out by 

that time. I am very happy to discuss any 

other health reviews or if the RFP has 

gone out, then it’s something perhaps 

that we could discuss if it doesn’t pertain 

to things that we’re not supposed to 

discuss when there’s an RFP out. I 

wouldn’t want to cross any lines; just 

keep it fair for everybody. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Aivilik, Mr. 

Netser. 

 

Question 025 – 5(2): Carbon Pricing 

(Netser) 

Mr. Netser (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. My question today is for 

our Premier.  

 

He indicated earlier that he was in 

Ottawa with his fellow premiers from 

Yukon and the Northwest Territories to 

meet with our Prime Minister regarding 

the north.  

 

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, my 

question is: earlier this month the three 

territorial premiers from Yukon, the 

Northwest Territories, and Nunavut met 

in Ottawa with the Prime Minister, 

which I just said in my mother tongue. 

 

Mr. Speaker, in their official 

announcement concerning this meeting, 

the Premier stated that, and I’ll quote 

right from the document, “Premiers 

discussed carbon pricing and 

acknowledged the different approaches 

to implementation across the North. The 

three territories and the federal 

government are working together to 

ensure the impact of carbon pricing,” 

(interpretation) not cannabis… . 

 

>>Laughter  

 

(interpretation ends) “…will not 

disproportionately affect territorial 

residents by increasing the already high 

cost of living and doing business.”  

 
This is now my question, Mr. Speaker: 

how can you not affect the high cost of 

living by introducing a tax? That’s now 

my question. Mr. Speaker, let’s be quite 

clear: the term “carbon pricing” is 

simply a really fancy word for “tax,” tax 

imposed on the people.  

 

Can the Premier tell us today what 

specific commitments, if any, he 

received from the Prime Minister 

concerning this issue? (interpretation) 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Premier Quassa. 

 

Hon. Paul Quassa (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, it’s 

regarding carbon.  

 

>>Laughter 

 

It’s very true that the three territorial 

ministers had a meeting in Ottawa and 

talked about other issues with the Prime 

Minister. We spoke on the need to be 
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united, that Canadians need to see how 

unique we are. The Prime Minister needs 

to recognize our uniqueness, especially 

Nunavut. There are 25 communities in 

Nunavut that are using diesel fuel. 

Diesel fuel is the culprit behind carbon 

emissions.  

 

During that meeting with the Prime 

Minister, he indicated that he understood 

the uniqueness of the territories, 

especially Nunavut. We have to look at 

the other options. This tax is coming. 

The different jurisdictions in Canada are 

implementing the carbon tax. They can 

use other products whereas up here in 

Nunavut we have no choice but to use 

diesel. We use it for our generators and 

we use aviation fuel, which creates 

emissions that end up in the atmosphere. 

Those are the discussions we had.  

 
The Prime Minister indicated that he 

recognizes the uniqueness of the 

territories, especially Nunavut. We have 

to have other options that are different 

from the provinces. We indicated that 

we oppose the (interpretation ends) 

carbon tax (interpretation) for Nunavut. 

We will look at the tax rebate and not 

pay carbon tax as the Nunavut 

government. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. Netser. 

 

Mr. Netser (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. (interpretation ends) In 

2016 the previous territorial government 

signed on to the Pan-Canadian 

Framework for Clean Growth and 

Climate Change. This agreement 

provided that, and again I’ll quote right 

from the actual document, “100% of the 

revenues from carbon pricing will be 

retained by Nunavut.” 

Can the Premier give us a clear answer 

about how much carbon tax, which he 

says is not a tax, but it’s a tax to the 

people… . Carbon pricing is the same 

thing as a carbon tax. Can the Premier 

give us a clear answer today about how 

much carbon tax revenue the GN expects 

to receive from the people of Nunavut, 

not just the airlines, snowmobile drivers, 

vehicles, this House, homeowners, 

schools, and power plants? 

(interpretation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Premier Quassa. 

 

Hon. Paul Quassa (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, every 

individual house in Nunavut uses 

heating fuel in all 25 communities where 

there are (interpretation ends) carbon 

(interpretation) emissions. I can’t tell 

you specifically how much revenue we 

could expect to receive. We will only 

find how much we would expect to 

receive after this has been implemented. 

I can’t tell my colleague what the exact 

amount will be at the moment. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. Netser. 

 

Mr. Netser (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. The cost of everything is 

going to increase and the government 

will be collecting taxes from us as 

consumers. The cost of everything we 

buy will go up because of the carbon tax. 

It is certain we will be paying more. 

 

(interpretation ends) In December of 

2017 a report was issued concerning the 

implementation of the Pan-Canadian 

Framework for Clean Growth and 

Climate Change. This report stated that, 
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and again I’ll quote right from the actual 

document, “Nunavut has been working 

closely with the federal government to 

study the impacts of carbon pricing on 

Nunavummiut. The study will support 

Nunavut’s policy decisions on carbon 

pricing…” or carbon taxing. I know he 

doesn’t like to hear that. “…and is 

expected to be complete in fall 2017.” 

 

Mr. Speaker, it has been almost a year 

now. It’s almost the summer of 2018 

now. The Yukon government publicly 

released its report on the cost of the 

carbon tax, and I wonder why our 

government has not come up with a 

price on the cost of the carbon tax yet. 

My question for the Premier is: why 

hasn’t our government released its study 

after saying that it’s going to be studying 

the cost of the carbon tax? 

(interpretation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Premier Quassa. 

 

Hon. Paul Quassa (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I indicated 

earlier, the jurisdictions are very 

different and some do not oppose the 

carbon tax because they know what 

they’re going to be doing, exactly how 

much it’s going to cost, and so on. As I 

stated, we are in a unique situation here 

in Nunavut where everything will have 

an impact. We have repeatedly stated 

that we should not be impacted because 

of the high cost of living. It should not 

increase the cost of living.  

 

With that, we have been having 

dialogues with the federal government to 

be exempt from the (interpretation ends) 

carbon tax. (interpretation) The revenue 

generated would be returned to our 

government, which we would use to 

subsidize different costs. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Amittuq, 

Mr. Kaernerk.  

 

Question 026 – 5(2): Mould 

Infestation in Public Housing 

Units (Kaernerk) 

 

Mr. Kaernerk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. Good day, my 

colleagues and the people of Amittuq.  

 

I will direct my question to the Minister 

responsible for the Housing Corporation. 

I want to again raise the issue of mould, 

as it is hazardous.  

 

>>Laughter 

 

There is mould infestation in public 

housing units, especially in Igloolik.  

 

Earlier this month we held a hearing on 

the most recent report of the Auditor 

General of Canada. The report indicated 

that issues with (interpretation ends) heat 

recovery ventilators (interpretation) have 

contributed to problems with mould in 

public housing units. I’m not sure what 

you call HRVs in Inuktitut.  

 

Can the minister update us today on how 

the housing corporation is addressing the 

problem of mould infestation? Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister responsible for the Nunavut 

Housing Corporation, Minister Kusugak.  

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank the 

member for the question. Mould 
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infestation in public housing units is a 

growing problem. I’m very happy that 

we are hearing more about it and we can 

start working on addressing the issue.  

 

As I indicated earlier, Dillon Consulting 

is currently doing a study on how to 

remediate mould in the upcoming days 

and months. We can then know why 

there is mould infestation in some units 

and not in others. Once we know where 

this infestation is stemming from, we 

can find solutions and figure out how to 

deal with it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. Kaernerk.  

 

Mr. Kaernerk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank the 

minister for pointing that out. In 2018-19 

there was a report issued on how mould 

infestation starts. The minister did 

explain what is being done, but can the 

minister further clarify what else has 

been done since the 2018-19 report was 

released? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Kusugak.  

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thank the 

member for that question. Yes, mould 

infestation in housing units is being 

worked on. Not all housing staff have 

been trained in remediating mould; 

maybe just two or three in each 

community. This will help towards the 

understanding of what type of mould 

infestation and how they should be 

remediated depending on the type of 

mould.  

 

All of the housing organizations have 

been trained. We’re still working on it to 

increase the number of people trained. In 

the near future we would like to see local 

people trained so that we can have them 

work on more public housing units. 

Even if they’re not staff of a housing 

organization, they will be able to deal 

with mould remediation. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. Kaernerk. 

 

Mr. Kaernerk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. Can the minister 

confirm approximately how many units 

in Hall Beach and Igloolik currently 

require mould remediation if he has that 

information? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Kusugak. 

 

Hon. Lorne Kusugak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I can’t tell you 

today exactly how many housing units 

require mould remediation because the 

number keeps changing. We don’t hear 

about some of the units with mould. 

Some people think there is mould in the 

house, but it turns out there is none. I 

can’t tell you the exact number because 

some tenants are not even aware of the 

mould in their units. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Rankin 

Inlet North-Chesterfield Inlet, Ms. 

Towtongie. 

 

Question 027 – 5(2): National Trade 

Corridors Fund (Towtongie) 

 

Ms. Towtongie (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. Good afternoon to the 

people of Chesterfield Inlet and Rankin 
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Inlet North.  

 

My questions are for the Minister of 

Economic Development and 

Transportation.  

 

On (interpretation ends) Wednesday 

(interpretation) of last week the federal 

government announced support under 

the National Trade Corridors Fund to 

replace airport terminal buildings in 

Chesterfield Inlet, Kugluktuk, Naujaat, 

Kimmirut, and Whale Cove. These 

projects were submitted to Ottawa for 

consideration by our government in the 

fall of 2017. 

 

Mr. Speaker, the community of 

Chesterfield Inlet has been advocating 

for many years to have their aging 

airport terminal building replaced, and I 

want to express my appreciation for this 

support.  

 

Can the minister clarify the specific 

amounts of funding that have been 

allocated to the five ATB replacement 

projects? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Economic Development and 

Transportation, Minister Savikataaq. 

 

Hon. Joe Savikataaq (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The five 

airport terminal buildings in Chesterfield 

Inlet, Naujaat, Whale Cove, Kimmirut, 

and Kugluktuk will be replaced with the 

funding that has been given to us by the 

federal government. The total cost for 

that is $30 million. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Ms. 

Towtongie. 

Ms. Towtongie (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. Can the minister 

clarify the timetable for replacing the 

five airport terminal buildings in 

Nunavut? When exactly will the projects 

start? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Savikataaq. 

 

Hon. Joe Savikataaq (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. They would 

have to be included in the capital budget. 

We will be dealing with the 

(interpretation ends) capital budget 

(interpretation) in the fall session. They 

will likely be included in that budget. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Ms. 

Towtongie. 

 

Ms. Towtongie (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. Can the minister 

clarify whether the five airport terminal 

buildings will be using a (interpretation 

ends) standard design (interpretation) or 

will it be a different design for each of 

them? What are they going to be 

planning? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Savikataaq. 

 

Hon. Joe Savikataaq (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I can’t say 

right now what kind of design will be 

used. We only heard recently about the 

funding that has become available. We 

will go to the communities to see each of 

the sites and what size of ATBs we will 

need to build. Once it’s in the capital 

budget, we will have an idea of the size 

and the funding that’s required in the 

budget. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for 

Pangnirtung, Ms. Nakashuk. 

 

Question 028 – 5(2): Relocation of 

Pangnirtung Airport (Nakashuk) 

 

Ms. Nakashuk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. My question this 

afternoon is for the Minister of 

Economic Development and 

Transportation. 

 

(interpretation ends) In 2017 the 

Government of Nunavut submitted a 

number of projects to the federal 

government for consideration under the 

national corridors fund. One of the 

proposals was for the relocation of the 

Pangnirtung Airport. Earlier this month 

CBC News reported that the federal 

government rejected this project, along 

with a number of others that were 

submitted. 

 

Can the Minister of Economic 

Development and Transportation clarify 

what specific reasons he has been 

provided by the federal government for 

why the Pangnirtung Airport Relocation 

Project was rejected? (interpretation) 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Economic Development and 

Transportation, Minister Savikataaq. 

 

Hon. Joe Savikataaq: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I thank the member for the 

question. As in the communication, we 

had the phone call we talked about 

earlier when the announcement came 

out, the federal government has not 

given us a specific reason other than 

they would like shovel-ready projects. 

This project for the relocation of the 

Pangnirtung Airport under this program 

was turned down, but we will be trying 

under any other programs to still relocate 

the Pangnirtung Airport. We know it’s 

too small. It has unsafe conditions. This 

is one program where we got turned 

down, but we’re still going to look at 

other options on how we can further this 

project. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Ms. 

Nakashuk. 

 

Ms. Nakashuk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. In June of 2017 

(interpretation ends) the Legislative 

Assembly approved $529,000 in capital 

carryover funding for the Department of 

Economic Development and 

Transportation to undertake planning 

and design work in relation to the 

Pangnirtung Airport Relocation Project. 

Can the minister indicate how much of 

this funding has been spent to date by 

the department? Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Savikataaq. 

 
Hon. Joe Savikataaq: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. To the best of my 

understanding, this money was not spent 

and I’ll explain to the member why. We 

put out an RFP to get the design and 

weather patterns, if we can get a new 

location, whether it is a suitable location 

weather-wise and terrain-wise, and when 

the RFP was issued, the bids that came 

in were extremely over our budget 

amount. It was not awarded because we 

did not have the money. The money is 

still there and we are looking at other 

options of how we can still go forward 

on this.  
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If we want to relocate the airport, and we 

do, we have to make sure we relocate to 

a place that is usable. For example, if we 

relocate it where the weather is not very 

good most of the time in terms of 

ceilings, if it’s up high, and the ceilings 

are low most of the time or it’s too 

windy or the wind direction is wrong, 

then we would have spent a whole lot of 

money relocating it to a poorer spot. 

We’ve got to make sure that we relocate 

it to a good spot that is usable, safe, and 

practical. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Ms. 

Nakashuk. 

 

Ms. Nakashuk (interpretation): Thank 

you. (interpretation ends) Last week the 

federal government announced that 

$12.7 million would be provided to First 

Air under the National Trade Corridors 

Fund for the construction of a new cargo 

facility in Iqaluit. The president of First 

Air has been quoted as saying that new 

aircraft acquisitions for the airline will 

“alleviate the need to spend a lot of 

money on runway expansion and runway 

relocation in the North.” Can the 

minister confirm what discussions his 

department has had with the airline in 

respect to Pangnirtung’s airport? Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Savikataaq. 

 

Hon. Joe Savikataaq: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. It is correct and I have read it 

too that First Air did get funding for a 

cargo facility here, but they applied on 

their own through the corridor fund, 

which private companies were eligible to 

do so. That application had no bearing 

on ours. We had nothing to do with their 

application for funds. I can’t speak for 

what they said, but to the best of my 

knowledge, we have not had any talks 

about this cargo facility alleviating 

runway lengths.  

 

Mr. Speaker, when a runway is too short, 

you can only get certain aircraft in. I 

can’t speak for First Air why a cargo 

facility in Iqaluit would alleviate certain 

airport conditions or length in the 

communities. I do know that certain 

length airports can only take in certain 

types of aircraft with certain weights. If 

a runway is too short, generally they 

can’t have big airplanes that carry lots of 

loads. The member would have to ask 

First Air what they meant by that 

comment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Arviat 

North-Whale Cove, Mr. Main. 

 

Question 029 – 5(2): Reduction of 

Teaching Staff in Arviat (Main) 

 

Mr. Main (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. Good day, my colleagues. 

Although I am very pleased to attend the 

session, today I will ask questions that 

are not too positive in regard to 

education.  

 

The (interpretation ends) DEA 

(interpretation) in Arviat was informed 

last winter that the number of teachers 

will be cut by two positions through the 

Department of Education, which I’m 

very sorry to see. We need to provide 

support to the young people and I’m 

aware of the students with poor 

attendance. When you cut the number of 

teachers even by one, there is a 

correlation with student attendance.  
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I believe the DEA wrote a letter to the 

minister in February to ask when the 

minister can meet with the DEA in 

Arviat. I would like to know when the 

minister will be able to have a face-to-

face meeting with the DEA in Arviat. 

When can that occur? Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Education, Minister 

Joanasie. 

 

Hon. David Joanasie (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good 

afternoon, Nunavummiut. I also thank 

Mr. Main for his question.  

 

We know that we need to inform where 

teachers will be sent and each 

community is allocated teachers based 

on the number of students enrolled. 

That’s why they have to do a student 

count every year. Based on the number 

of students, sometimes they have to cut 

the number of teachers, which I’m sorry 

to say, but I would also like to say that 

we want to review different options of 

how we can allocate the teachers within 

the Department of Education.  

 

I have a copy of the letter from the DEA. 

If we have time this coming summer, I 

would like to meet with the DEA. If 

you’re in the community, I would like 

you to attend. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. Main. 

 

Mr. Main (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. I also thank the minister. 

It’s good to hear that they will be 

looking into this. They look at the 

enrolment of students. It seems like the 

government has forgotten about the 

students with poor attendance. Would 

funding depend on good attendance? I’m 

not too sure if those students with poor 

attendance are included in the enrolment 

numbers.  

 

I would like to ask the minister: at this 

time is it up to the minister to cut the 

number of teaching positions? Can he 

override the decision? Does the minister 

have that authority? I’m talking about 

the two teaching positions. Does the 

minister have the authority over that 

decision? I would like to get that 

clarified. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Joanasie. 

 

Hon. David Joanasie (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The 

(interpretation ends) student-educator 

ratio (interpretation) is used nationally to 

allocate the numbers of teachers. The 

student-educator ratio is 13.8 students 

per teacher. We try to use a better 

student-educator ratio in Nunavut. The 

student-educator ratio was set so that 

they could allocate the number of 

teachers. It was set by the (interpretation 

ends) cabinet. (interpretation) If we were 

going to override the ratio, it would have 

to get (interpretation ends) cabinet 

(interpretation) approval. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. Main. 

 

Mr. Main (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. Thank you, minister. Can 

the minister commit to bringing this 

issue of the two teachers to 

(interpretation ends) cabinet 

(interpretation) to make sure that it 

occurs? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Joanasie. 

 

Hon. David Joanasie (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. At this time I 

haven’t made plans to bring this to 

(interpretation ends) cabinet. 

(interpretation) However, I would like to 

clarify that for what is called the 

(interpretation ends) student-educator 

ratio, this formula (interpretation) is for 

the school principal and vice-principal, 

(interpretation ends) student support 

teachers, guidance counsellors, 

(interpretation) and teachers.  

 

There are other teachers in the school 

that are not part of the (interpretation 

ends) student-educator ratio. 

(interpretation) The learning coaches, 

language specialists, and secretaries, 

student support assistants, and school 

counsellors are not part of the 

(interpretation ends) student-educator 

ratio formula, (interpretation) including 

Ilinniarvimmi Inuusilirijiit. They are not 

included in the (interpretation ends) 

student-educator ratio formula. 

(interpretation) We would like to review 

it to see how we can amend the formula. 

We would like to work on this sometime 

in the future. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members, please note that the time for 

question period has expired. Mr. 

Mikkungwak. 

 

Motion 003 – 5(2): Extension of 

Question Period (Mikkungwak) 

 

Mr. Mikkungwak (interpretation): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

Pursuant to Rule 39(7), I move, 

seconded by the Member for Hudson 

Bay, that question period be extended.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

The motion is in order and it is not 

debatable. All those in favour of the 

motion, please raise your hand. All those 

opposed. The motion is carried and 

question period has been extended for 

another 30 minutes starting now.  

 

Oral Questions. Member for Iqaluit-

Manirajak, Mr. Lightstone. 

 

Question 030 – 5(2): Status of the 

Qulliq Energy Corporation’s 

General Rate Application 

(Lightstone) 

Mr. Lightstone: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I would like to follow up with 

Mr. Hickes’ line of questioning, but I 

would like to direct my questions to the 

Minister responsible for the Qulliq 

Energy Corporation.  

 

It has been about seven months now 

since the QEC’s general rate application 

was submitted for review. As I noted in 

my recent member’s statement at the 

close of our last session, the cost of 

electricity affects every single resident 

of our territory, including those of our 

fragile private sector. 

 

As the Minister responsible for the 

URRC indicated, the QEC will be 

bringing the matter for discussion with 

cabinet tomorrow. Can the minister 

indicate what options will be brought 

forward for cabinet’s review and request 

for decision? Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister responsible for the Qulliq 

Energy Corporation, Minister Ehaloak. 

 

Hon. Jeannie Ehaloak: Thank you, Mr. 
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Speaker. Thank you, Mr. Lightstone, for 

your question. The URRC did submit 

their letter of intent for the QEC on 

March 26. This cabinet has been 

reviewing and discussing the GRA 

application. At this time we have two 

recommendations from the URRC. One 

is to increase the rates by 6.6 percent and 

the other recommendation is to go with a 

territorial-wide rate. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. 

Lightstone. 

 

Mr. Lightstone: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I thank the minister for that 

response. As has been noted on several 

occasions, the QEC’s general rate 

application was submitted shortly after 

the last general election but before the 

selection of the new government. Can 

the Minister responsible for the Qulliq 

Energy Corporation clearly tell us today 

what her ministerial position is on the 

issue of whether or not the QEC should 

move to a territorial-wide rate structure? 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Ehaloak. 

 

Hon. Jeannie Ehaloak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (interpretation 

ends) Thank you, Mr. Lightstone. 

Personally I’m not for or against the 

GRA application. Whatever happens, 

just to explain a little bit, the QEC, with 

the increase in the rates, or if we remain 

the same, there’s no impact to our O&M 

budgets should this government decide 

whether or not to increase the rates. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. 

Lightstone. 

 

Mr. Lightstone: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. My last question is regarding 

the two options put forward to cabinet. 

You had mentioned that the first option 

would be not going with the territorial-

wide rate structure but increasing the 

rates by 6 percent. Would that option see 

the increase of 6 percent happen in one 

fiscal year or would that be spread out 

over a number of fiscal years? Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Ehaloak. 

 

Hon. Jeannie Ehaloak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (interpretation 

ends) Thank you, Mr. Lightstone. That 

would be over a two-year period. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Netsilik, 

Mr. Qirngnuq. 

 

Question 031 – 5(2): Bringing Elders 

Back to Nunavut (Qirngnuq) 

 

Mr. Qirngnuq (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the 

Minister of Health and it’s a supplement 

to the question asked by my colleague 

from Kugluktuk.  

 

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, this 

issue was raised in the Fourth Assembly 

and I’m raising it again in the Fifth 

Assembly. The constituents have asked 

me to support their wish to have their 

elderly father brought back to Nunavut. 

This issue affects many families in my 

constituency and across Nunavut.  
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Mr. Speaker, we all care deeply about 

our parents and it is important to have 

them close to us for as long as possible. 

Can the minister tell this House what 

plans are in place for those elders who 

are currently receiving care outside of 

the territory to be brought back to 

Nunavut to be closer to their families? 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Health, Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I truly know what the member 

is talking about. I know that there are 

families that are separated because we 

can’t care for them here in Nunavut. We 

don’t have a facility in Nunavut that can 

look after the elderly who have 

dementia. What we have tried to do as a 

department and working with other 

departments across the government is we 

are trying to find the fastest way that we 

can to build our own facilities here.  

 

As I mentioned before to the member 

from Kugluktuk, we are going to use an 

RFP process because we feel that that’s 

the fairest and most transparent way to 

do it, and we’re going to try to work as 

quickly as we can, but at the same time 

we want to do it right. We don’t want to 

make mistakes. Although I would like to 

have it done by tomorrow, I know in 

reality that’s not how it’s going to work. 

We need the time to plan it. We are 

working on it right now. As we speak, 

we have staff that are working on the 

RFP. We want to get it out as soon as we 

can. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. Qirngnuq.  

 

Mr. Qirngnuq (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank the 

minister for her response. Mr. Speaker, 

as MLAs we often hear similar concerns 

from our constituents. A short while ago 

while visiting in Taloyoak, an elder 

spoke to me about her concern for her 

husband. She asked if he could be sent 

back home to her so that she and her 

family could take care of him.  

 

Can the minister clarify how her 

(interpretation ends) department 

(interpretation) supports families who 

are willing to provide care for elders in 

their own homes? Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak.  

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. This is a very difficult and 

challenging problem. When we have our 

loved ones suffer from dementia care, 

we want to do everything we can to help 

them ourselves, but we have found that 

when you have dementia care, you really 

have special needs that require around-

the-clock [care]; you need the space.  

 

What my department has done because 

this is not the first time I have heard 

about this and I have had other requests, 

families have requested to take back 

their loved ones, so my department 

works with the family. They try to see if 

it is possible and that’s done through my 

department, through the patient relations 

office. They investigate, they meet with 

the family, and they discuss the family’s 

concern and they talk with Embassy 

West to see what could be done.  

 

I would invite your constituent to get in 

touch with the patient relations office 

and tell them that this is what they want. 
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We might have heard from them already, 

I don’t know, but I know that my 

department has and will continue to 

work with families, especially to address 

the concerns that they may have because 

it’s hard to be away from your loved 

ones when you know that they are 

suffering from dementia and you are 

thousands of miles away.  

 

There are visitation programs that the 

Department of Family Services has that 

a family can access to go and visit, but I 

know that’s just a visit. I know that 

families want to be together for the 

longer term, but sometimes it is just not 

possible because we do not have the 

facility here. Sometimes the family 

member requires a lot of care that 

sometimes the family just can’t give. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. 

Qirngnuq. 

 

Mr. Qirngnuq (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank the 

minister for her response, but there’s no 

direct response to my question and I’ll 

make sure that I look into it.  

 

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, a few 

days ago I visited a constituent who had 

just returned home after more than a 

month away on medical leave. He was 

told that he was being sent away for 

medical reasons, but it seemed that it had 

already been determined that because he 

was an elder, he must be sent away to 

receive care. He was never even asked if 

he was willing to go into a care facility. 

Once he realized this, he denied that care 

and was returned home, which is his 

right. 

 

Can the minister clearly explain how our 

elders are assessed, based on age, health, 

or mental capacity, to receive care either 

at home or away from home? Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you. When 

assessments are made, they’re not made 

just overnight. It’s made over a long 

period of time. It’s made through 

visitations to the health care centres. It’s 

made by talking with family members. I 

find it very surprising that somebody 

would be told to go away and then all of 

a sudden they’re put in long-term care. I 

would ask the member to, perhaps after 

the sitting, provide me with the name 

and I will do an investigation as to why 

that happened. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for 

Pangnirtung, Ms. Nakashuk. 

 

Question 032 – 5(2): Update on 

Security at the Tammaativvik 

Boarding Home (Nakashuk) 

 

Ms. Nakashuk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. Good afternoon. My 

question is for the Minister of Health.  

 

I asked this question during our winter 

sitting and this is a supplement to a 

question I asked earlier about the 

Tammaativvik Boarding Home. The 

minister indicated that there would be 

proper security in place working at there. 

I would like to get an update today on 

that. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Health, Minister Angnakak. 
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Hon. Pat Angnakak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I was informed 

that the Tammaativvik Boarding Home 

now has 24/7 security guards and they 

also have cameras in place in the 

(interpretation ends) main common 

areas. (interpretation) They have also 

changed the locks in the facility. Anyone 

could arrive before, but we now need a 

key to get in, which is also the case to 

access the rooms at Tammaativvik. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Ms. 

Nakashuk. 

 

Ms. Nakashuk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank you for 

being able to respond. It has been an 

ongoing concern and we have a lot of 

concerns about the boarding home. We 

had concerns about the lack of security, 

unsanitary conditions, and the operations 

of the facility. A recent patient also had 

a concern about the unsanitary 

conditions because they do have medical 

patients boarding there. Has there been 

any work in keeping Tammaativvik 

sanitized? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The managers 

are present at meetings we have, 

concerns are put on the table, and they’re 

discussed by the people in charge of 

operations. It is not our contract, but we 

do get concerns and we make sure that 

the health contract is being adhered to. If 

it’s not being adhered to, the operators of 

the facility have a meeting with my staff 

and they voice their concerns and make 

sure that corrective measures are taken.  

The issue of security guards and other 

issues are currently being worked on. I 

don’t know what’s happening with the 

unsanitary conditions, but I’m sure that 

my staff has discussed this issue with the 

operators of the facility. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Baker Lake, 

Mr. Mikkungwak. 

 

Question 033 – 5(2): Staff Shortages at 

Baker Lake Health Centre 

(Mikkungwak) 

Mr. Mikkungwak (interpretation): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I 

would like to direct my question to the 

Minister of Health. 

 

Mr. Speaker, it was recently announced 

that the Baker Lake Health Centre is 

closed except for emergencies due to a 

shortage of nurses. Can the minister tell 

this House whether she is aware of this 

situation and tell us what is being done 

to address it? Thank you very much, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Health, Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (interpretation 

ends) I think I’m on the hot seat today, 

eh?  

 

Yes, nursing shortages across Nunavut 

are a concern. I can assure you that we 

are doing everything we can to try to 

hire as many nurses to come. It’s not 

really always the recruitment part that is 

hard; it’s more how we keep our nurses. 

We have a high turnover rate and we’re 

always looking for ways and ideas in 

how we can keep the nurses that we hire 
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to stay in Nunavut.  

 
With this challenge, sometimes health 

centres have a very hard time remaining 

open to see the residents for regular 

appointments if there is a shortage. A 

shortage could happen because either 

there are not enough nurses or because 

somebody has gone away on a holiday 

or if a nurse got sick. We have very 

limited numbers and so we try the best 

we can to hire as many nurses that are 

required, but it is part of the challenge 

that not only Nunavut has, but the rest of 

Canada has. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. 

Mikkungwak. 

 

Mr. Mikkungwak (interpretation): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I 

fully appreciate that when the health 

centres are short-staffed, the local nurses 

must do what they can to provide good 

health service while not compromising 

the quality of care that is provided. 

Sometimes that means cancelling clinics 

and rebooking appointments. However, 

at the departmental level, directors must 

be aware that nurses may be leaving or 

that they are getting burned out or even 

falling ill themselves. Can the minister 

describe what measures are in place to 

determine when staffing issues are 

becoming problematic and to address 

them before local health centres need to 

cut services? Thank you very much, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. We care about our nurses very 

much; they work very hard. We try to 

make sure that all positions are filled to 

the best of our knowledge.  

 

When we find out from the nurses, let’s 

say the nurse in charge calls our 

department and says, “You know what, 

we need extra help here,” we might send 

an extra nurse from another community, 

if the community is in dire need. It might 

be a temporary thing until, perhaps, 

maybe the nurse comes back from 

holidays or somebody gets better.  

 

We try to juggle things as best as we 

can, but like a member here mentioned 

just a little while ago, there is no magic 

wand. It’s quite hard to make things 

happen perfectly overnight. It takes a lot 

to work together and different 

communities can exchange different 

staff depending on the need. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. 

Mikkungwak. 

 

Mr. Mikkungwak (interpretation): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Just 

yesterday the government issued a news 

release regarding an outbreak of a gastro 

viral stomach illness in the Kivalliq 

region. What kind of plan does the 

Department of Health have in place to 

meet the increased demands for nursing 

support at our local health centres during 

such outbreaks? Thank you very much, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Angnakak. 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Once again the answer to that is 

the department works with all 

communities. If there is a particular need 
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in a community or region, they respond 

to that. They can move staff around. If 

the need is there, then that’s what they’re 

going to do. They also try to work very 

hard on preventative measures. If there 

is an illness going around, a stomach 

illness, flu, or whatever, then they try to 

work hard in making sure that people are 

washing their hands or that they’re 

staying home when they’re sick.  

 

There are other measures that could be 

done by the people in the community 

themselves, but like I said, we try to 

work, we look across Nunavut and if 

there is more help needed in one region 

and we don’t have the permanent staff in 

place, then we can move staff around. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Oral Questions. Member for Aivilik, Mr. 

Netser.  

 

Question 034 – 5(2): School Bus 

Request by DEA in Naujaat 

(Netser) 

Mr. Netser (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. (interpretation ends) 

Maybe the Minister of Health can 

request a magic wand in one of our 

upcoming RFPs.  

 

(interpretation) My question is for the 

Minister of Education.  

 

During our winter sitting, the district 

education authority of Naujaat had asked 

for a school bus and the minister 

responded at the time that the 

Department of Education was going to 

work with Naujaat on their request. 

What is the status of that request? 

(interpretation ends) Thank you. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister of Education, Minister 

Joanasie. 

 

Hon. David Joanasie (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also thank the 

Member for Aivilik for his question. 

There is more than one request for 

school buses. We have had to consider 

which communities will be approved 

and I can’t say which communities they 

will be. They will be identified when we 

deal with the capital budget this fall. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your first supplementary, Mr. Netser. 

 

Mr. Netser (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. I also thank him for the 

response. Summer is very close and we 

don’t have much time on our 

government orders. In the winter sitting, 

the Department of Justice and I’m not 

sure which other department already pre-

ordered their vehicles, and then they 

finally asked us for approval. Can’t the 

Minister of Education pre-order school 

buses? Obviously we will approve it for 

the benefit of our children. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

>>Laughter 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Joanasie. 

 

Hon. David Joanasie (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In case I get 

spanked… . 

 

>>Laughter 

 

We try to pre-order school buses, but I’ll 

reiterate that we can only purchase one 

school bus and one wheelchair 

accessible bus per year. 
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We know that it will arrive on sealift this 

summer. Once we know which 

community it goes to, I’ll inform my 

colleagues. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Your final supplementary, Mr. Netser. 

 

Mr. Netser (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. This is an urgent matter. 

When can we expect a response to my 

question? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Minister Joanasie. 

 

Hon. David Joanasie (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I can’t say, but 

as soon as I find out, I’ll inform you. 

Maybe it’s okay with you if I put it that 

way. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Members, please note that the time for 

question period has expired and it can’t 

be extended any longer. Don’t even try 

to ask for an extension because I will not 

approve it today.  

 

>>Laughter 

 

Going back to the orders of the day. Item 

7. Written Questions. Item 8. Returns to 

Written Questions. Mr. Clerk. 

 

Item 8: Returns to Written Questions* 

 

Return to Written Question 001 – 

5(2): Public Housing Units (Clerk) 

 

Return to Written Question 002 – 

5(2): Government of Nunavut 

Responses to the Resolutions 

Adopted at the 2016 and 2017 

Annual General Meetings of the 

Nunavut Association of 

Municipalities (Clerk) 

 

Return to Written Question 003 – 

5(2): Government of Nunavut 

Expenditures on Overtime Pay 

(Clerk) 

Return to Written Question 004 – 

5(2): Status of Decentralization 

(Clerk) 

 

Return to Written Question 005 – 

5(2): Government of Nunavut 

Responses to the Resolutions 

Adopted at the 2016 and 2017 

Annual General Meetings of the 

Kitikmeot Inuit Association 

(Clerk) 

Return to Written Question 006 – 

5(2): Staffing Status of the 

Department of Health (Clerk) 

 

Return to Written Question 007 – 

5(2): Administration of the 

Government of Nunavut’s Staff 

Housing Policy (Clerk) 

 

Return to Written Question 008 – 

5(2): Annual Fuel Purchases by 

the Government of Nunavut 

(Clerk) 

Return to Written Question 009 – 

5(2): Correctional Facilities and 

Programming (Clerk) 

 

Return to Written Question 010 – 

5(2): 2018 Northern Lights 

Conference and Trade Show 

(Clerk) 

Return to Written Question 011 – 

5(2): Report on Education Leave 

Utilization for Fiscal Year 2017-

2018 (Clerk) 

 

Clerk (Mr. Quirke): Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I am tabling returns to 11 

written questions that were asked during 
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the winter 2018 sitting of the House. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Item 9. Replies to Opening Address. 

Item 10. Petitions. Item 11. Responses to 

Petitions. Item 12. Reports of Standing 

and Special Committees on Bills and 

Other Matters. Item 13. Tabling of 

Documents. We will start with the 

Minister of Health, Minister Angnakak. 

 

Item 13: Tabling of Documents 

 

Tabled Document 006 – 5(2): 2016-

2017 Annual Report under the 

Tobacco Control Act (Angnakak) 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I am pleased to table today the 

2016-17 Tobacco Control Act Annual 

Report. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Tabling of Documents. Minister of 

Health, Minister Angnakak. 

 

Tabled Document 007 – 5(2): 2016-

2017 Annual Report under the 

Medical Care Act (Angnakak) 

 

Hon. Pat Angnakak: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I am pleased to table today the 

2016-17 Annual Report on the Medical 

Care Plan. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Tabling of Documents. Member for 

Rankin Inlet North-Chesterfield Inlet, 

Ms. Towtongie. 

 

Tabled Document 008 – 5(2): Inuit 

Women Reunited with Ancestors’ 

Artefacts in Washington, DC 

(Towtongie) 

Ms. Towtongie (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to table 

from Washington, DC the report on the 

clay molds of our ancestors’ faces and 

the artefacts that they had made. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Tabling of Documents. Member for 

Pangnirtung, Ms. Nakashuk. 

 

Tabled Document 009 – 5(2): Hamlet 

Letter to Government of Nunavut 

Ministers (Nakashuk) 

 

Ms. Nakashuk (interpretation): Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. This letter was written 

by the Hamlet of Pangnirtung to the 

government’s ministers of Family 

Services, Health, Justice, Homelessness, 

responsible for Suicide Prevention and 

the Nunavut Housing Corporation. 

 

Mr. Speaker, this letter outlines the 

critical social conditions in the 

community of Pangnirtung which 

urgently require support and additional 

services. 

 

Mr. Speaker, this was announced in the 

media and discussed on the radio. I 

would like to take this opportunity on 

behalf of the people of Pangnirtung to 

thank those government representatives 

as well as (interpretation ends) Chief 

Superintendent Michael Jeffrey, 

Commanding Officer of the RCMP’s 

“V” Division, (interpretation) who 

visited the community earlier this week 

to discuss many of the community’s 

concerns.  

 

I wish to table this letter from the 

hamlet. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Tabling of Documents. Member for 
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Baker Lake, Mr. Mikkungwak.  

 

Tabled Document 010 – 5(2): Letter 

from the Municipality of Baker 

Lake – Runway Extension at 

Baker Lake Airport 

(Mikkungwak) 

Tabled Document 011 – 5(2): Letter 

from the Municipality of Baker 

Lake – Wheelchair Ramp at Baker 

Lake Airport (Mikkungwak) 

 

Tabled Document 012 – 5(2): Letter 

from the Municipality of Baker 

Lake – Old Nursing Station 

(Mikkungwak) 

Tabled Document 013 – 5(2): Letter 

from the Municipality of Baker 

Lake – Landfill and Recycling 

Facility (Mikkungwak) 

 

Mr. Mikkungwak (interpretation): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I 

wish to table correspondence today from 

the Municipality of Baker Lake.  

 

The first document is a recent letter that 

was sent by the Municipality of Baker 

Lake concerning the need for an 

extension to the runway at Baker Lake’s 

airport. 

 

Mr. Speaker, I will have questions for 

the appropriate minister during the 

spring sitting and I encourage all 

members to review this document with 

care.  

 

Also, Mr. Speaker, I wish to table 

another letter from the Municipality of 

Baker Lake concerning the need for 

Baker Lake’s airport to be made more 

accessible to the disabled or elderly 

through the installation of a wheelchair 

ramp. 

 

Mr. Speaker, I will have questions for 

the appropriate minister during the 

spring sitting. I encourage all members 

to review this document with care.  

 

Mr. Speaker, another document I wish to 

table is a recent letter that was sent by 

the Municipality of Baker Lake 

concerning Baker Lake’s old nursing 

station. 

 

Mr. Speaker, I will have questions for 

the appropriate minister during the 

spring sitting and I encourage all 

members to review this document with 

care. 

 

Mr. Speaker, the last document I wish to 

table today is a recent letter that was sent 

by the Municipality of Baker Lake 

concerning the landfill and the need for a 

recycling facility in the community.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I will have questions for 

the appropriate minister during the 

spring sitting and I encourage all 

members to review this document with 

care. Thank you very much, Mr. 

Speaker.  

 

>>Applause 

 

>>Laughter 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Tabling of Documents. Member for Gjoa 

Haven, Mr. Akoak.  

 

Tabled Document 014 – 5(2): Letter 

from the Municipality of Gjoa 

Haven – Garages (Akoak) 

 

Tabled Document 015 – 5(2): Letter to 

the Kitikmeot Inuit Association – 

Grays Bay Road and Port Project  
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Tabled Document 016 – 5(2): Excerpt 

from Winter 2018 Edition of 

Aboriginal Business Quarterly 

(Akoak) 

Tabled Document 017 – 5(2): Letter 

from Mayor Inviting Minister of 

Health to Gjoa Haven (Akoak) 

 

Mr. Akoak: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 

have four documents to table.  

 

First, I wish to table today a copy of a 

letter that I recently received from the 

Municipality of Gjoa Haven. Mr. 

Speaker, the letter identifies the urgent 

need for action to be taken to address a 

number of serious issues regarding 

municipal infrastructure.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I will have questions for 

the Minister of Community and 

Government Services concerning this 

issue during our current spring sitting. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all members to 

review this document with care.  

 

Secondly, I wish to table today a copy of 

a letter that was sent to the president of 

the Kitikmeot Inuit Association by the 

Minister of Economic Development and 

Transportation on March 26, 2018. Mr. 

Speaker, this letter, which concerns the 

Grays Bay Road and Port Project, was 

provided to me by the Kitikmeot Inuit 

Association.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I will have questions for 

the Minister of Economic Development 

and Transportation concerning this issue 

during our current spring sitting. I 

encourage all members to review this 

document with care.  

 

Thirdly, I wish to table today an excerpt 

from the winter 2018 edition of the 

Aboriginal Business Quarterly 

magazine. Mr. Speaker, the excerpt 

concerns a recent interview with the 

Premier, in which he is quoted as saying 

that the Government of Nunavut and the 

regional Inuit organizations need to 

work together in order for the “big 

projects like Grays Bay Road or a 

Nunavut-Manitoba hydro line to be 

successful.”  

 

Mr. Speaker, there is a big difference 

between words and actions, so I will 

have questions for the Premier about this 

issue during our spring sitting. I 

encourage all members to review this 

document with care.  

 

Fourth and lastly, earlier today I asked 

the Minister of Health whether she 

would be willing to visit Gjoa Haven.  

 

Now I wish to table a copy of the letter 

that was sent to the Minister of Health 

on April 10, 2018 by the Mayor of Gjoa 

Haven, Joanni Sallerina. Mr. Speaker, 

this letter addresses the many serious 

mental health issues and concerns faced 

by the community of Gjoa Haven.  

 

I look forward to the minister’s future 

visit to the community and the 

opportunity for her to speak directly with 

the council about these issues. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Tabling of Documents. There being 

none. Going back to the orders of the 

day. Item 14. Notices of Motions. 

Member for Arviat North-Whale Cove, 

Mr. Main. 

 

Item 14: Notices of Motions 
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Motion 004 – 5(2): Extended Sitting 

Hours and Days – Notice (Main) 

 

Mr. Main (interpretation): Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. I really enjoy it when we 

are in session.  

 

(interpretation ends) I give notice that on 

Monday, May 28, I will move the 

following motion:  

 

I move, seconded by the Hon. Member 

for Iqaluit-Sinaa, that the Speaker be 

authorized to set such sitting hours and 

days as the Speaker deems fit to assist 

with the business before the House 

during the spring 2018 sitting of the 

Legislative Assembly. 

 

(interpretation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Going to the orders of the day. Item 15. 

Notices of Motions for First Reading of 

Bills. We will start with the Minister of 

Justice, Minister Ehaloak. 

 

Item 15: Notices of Motions for First 

Reading of Bills 

 

Bill 06 – An Act to Amend the 

Judicature Act and Other Acts in 

Relation to Judges, 2018 – Notice 

 

Hon. Jeannie Ehaloak (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (interpretation 

ends) I give notice that on Friday, May 

25, 2018, that Bill 6, An Act to Amend 

the Judicature Act and Acts in Relation 

to Judges, be read for the first time. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Notices of Motions for First Reading of 

Bills. Minister of Finance, Minister 

Akeeagok. 

Bill 07 – Cannabis Act – Notice 

 

Hon. David Akeeagok (interpretation): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I give notice 

that on Friday, May 25, 2018, that Bill 7, 

Cannabis Act, be read for the first time. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Item 15. I have no more names on my 

list. Moving on. Item 16. Motions. Item 

17. First Reading of Bills. Minister of 

Finance, Minister Akeeagok. 

 

Item 17: First Reading of Bills 

 

Hon. David Akeeagok: Mr. Speaker, I 

request consent of this Assembly to 

waive the one-day notice requirement to 

allow for the first reading of Bill 7, 

Cannabis Act. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. Let 

me ask. The minister is seeking 

unanimous consent to waive the one-day 

notice requirement so that Bill 7 can be 

read for the first time today. Members, 

do you agree?  

 

Some Members: Agreed.  

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 

Mr. Akeeagok, please proceed.  

 

Bill 07 – Cannabis Act – First Reading 

 

Hon. David Akeeagok (interpretation): 

Thank you, my colleagues. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. I move, seconded by the 

Hon. Member for Cambridge Bay, that 

(interpretation ends) Bill 7, 

(interpretation) Cannabis Act, be read 

for the first time. Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): Thank you. 
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The motion is in order. To the motion.  

 

An Hon. Member: Question. 

 

Speaker (interpretation): All those in 

favour, please raise your hand. Thank 

you. All those opposed. The motion is 

carried and Bill 7 has been read for the 

first time.  

 

Item 17 in the Orders of the Day. There 

being none. Let’s proceed. Item 18. 

Second Reading of Bills. Item 19. 

Consideration in Committee of the 

Whole of Bills and Other Matters. There 

are no items to deal with today. Item 20. 

Report of the Committee of the Whole. 

Item 21. Third Reading of Bills. Item 22. 

Orders of the Day. Mr. Clerk. 

 

Item 22: Orders of the Day 

 

Clerk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Orders 

of the Day for May 25: 

 

1. Prayer 

2. Ministers’ Statements 

3. Members’ Statements 

4. Returns to Oral Questions 

5. Recognition of Visitors in the 

Gallery 

6. Oral Questions 

7. Written Questions 

8. Returns to Written Questions  

9. Replies to Opening Address 

10. Petitions 

11. Responses to Petitions 

12. Reports of Standing and Special 

Committees on Bills and Other 

Matters 

13. Tabling of Documents 

14. Notices of Motions 

15. Notices of Motions for First 

Reading of Bills 

16. Motions 

17. First Reading of Bills 

 Bill 6 

18. Second Reading of Bills  

 Bill 7 

19. Consideration in Committee of 

the Whole of Bills and Other 

Matters  

20. Report of the Committee of the 

Whole 

21. Third Reading of Bills  

22. Orders of the Day 

Thank you. 

 

>>Applause 

 

Speaker: Qujannamiik, Mr. Clerk. 

(interpretation) This House stands 

adjourned until Friday, May 25, at 9:00 

a.m. 

 

Sergeant-at-Arms. 

 

>>House adjourned at 16:08
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