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Igaluit, Nunavut

Monday, March 14, 2022
Members Present:
Hon. David Akeeagok, Hon. P.J. Akeeagok, Hon. Tony Akoak, Ms. Janet Brewster, Hon.
Pamela Gross, Mr. George Hickes, Hon. David Joanasie, Mr. Joelie Kaernerk, Ms. Mary
Killiktee, Hon. Lorne Kusugak, Hon. Adam Lightstone, Hon. John Main, Mr. Solomon
Malliki, Hon. Margaret Nakashuk, Ms. Karen Nutarak, Mr. Daniel Qavvik, Hon. Joanna
Quassa, Mr. Inagayuk Quqqiag, Mr. Alexander Sammurtok, Mr. Joe Savikataaq, Mr.
Craig Simailak.

>>House commenced at 13:31
Item 1: Opening Prayer

Speaker (Hon. Tony Akoak)(interpretation): Can you say the opening prayer, please, Mr.
Simailak.

>>Prayer
Speaker (interpretation): Good day, Inuit and those who are following the proceedings.

(interpretation ends) Ministers’ Statements. Hon. Premier of Nunavut, Mr. Pauloosie
Akeeagok.

Item 2: Ministers’ Statements
Minister’s Statement 033 — 6(1): Northern Premiers’ Forum 2022

Hon. P.J. Akeeagok (interpretation): Good day. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I say “good
day” to all Nunavummiut who are listening to the proceedings this afternoon.

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, | rise today to share with my colleagues the very
constructive discussions that took place during the Northern Premiers’ Caucus on
February 3.

Mr. Speaker, the territorial premiers meet annually at the Northern Premiers” Forum to
advance northern interests, discuss issues of common interest and concern, and develop
made-in-the-north solutions.

Mr. Speaker, this was my first Northern Premiers’ Forum as Premier of Nunavut. Our
meeting focused on key northern priorities, such as infrastructure, housing, the Arctic and
Northern Policy Framework, and climate change, just to name a few.

Mr. Speaker, our biggest priorities under the Arctic and Northern Policy Framework are
infrastructure and housing. The 2020 Nunavut Infrastructure Gap Analysis completed by
Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated outlined the infrastructure categories that must be
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brought up to par with the rest of Canada. Infrastructure funding must be flexible and
fully address our long-standing infrastructure needs.

There is also significant lack of funds for urgent and severe housing needs in Nunavut
that I don’t believe I need to reference, as we all are aware. Nunavut requires continued
federal funding to cover public housing gaps and shortage to relieve overcrowding. Mr.
Speaker, as with the infrastructure file, it is necessary to develop an agreement that is led
by a multi-year strategic investment initiative which includes adequate flexibility in the
design and use of funds, in a manner that recognizes Nunavut’s unique gaps.

Keeping in mind that the success of this framework is dependent on commitment to
direct, strategic investments to meet our urgent needs, we continue to work with our
partners and are eager to begin the implementation phase of this very important
framework.

Mr. Speaker, we look forward to continuing the work to finalize the Pan-Territorial
Climate Statement for signing at the Northern Premiers’ Forum this spring. This
statement will help frame and advance conversations on investments in the shift to
greener communities in the north.

Finally, the advancement of the work to establish a northern climate services hub would
increase the GN’s access to climate information and better include climate change in our
decision-making. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

>>Applause
Speaker: Ministers’ Statements. Hon. Minister for Family Services, Ms. Nakashuk.
Minister’s Statement 034 — 6(1): National Social Work Month

Hon. Margaret Nakashuk (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good day,
colleagues and Nunavummiut.

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, March is National Social Work Month, which means it
is time to recognize, celebrate, and uplift the Department of Family Services’ community
social service workers to thank them for everything they do to serve our families and
communities in Nunavut.

Every single day, social workers bring positive impacts into the lives of children,
families, communities, and the territory. It is very likely a social worker will assist you, a
family member, or a friend today. They provide support to Nunavummiut who need a
guiding hand or protection.

Mr. Speaker, Family Services currently employs 46 community social service workers
across Nunavut. They use Inuit Qaujimajatugangit in their work with families through
voluntary service agreements, plans of care, and other agreements to help families. Their
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work also includes involving extended families and community members to support
children, youth, and families.

Mr. Speaker, this year’s theme for National Social Work Month is In Critical Demand —
Social Work is Essential. The time is right to extend a huge thank you to our community
social service workers who are on the frontlines, even during the pandemic, helping
clients get the support they need and ensuring family connections remain strong.

Mr. Speaker, later today I will attend the opening ceremony to launch Nunavut’s Social
Work Week. | encourage my colleagues in this House to learn more about the positive
contributions of the profession, and to personally thank the social worker in their
constituency. (interpretation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

An Hon. Member: Hear, hear!
>>Applause

Speaker: Ministers’ Statements. Hon. Minister responsible for Nunavut Arctic College,
Ms. Gross.

Minister’s Statement 035 — 6(1): Nunavut Arctic College Social Work Programs

Hon. Pamela Gross: Quana, Mr. Speaker. Good day to Nunavummiut and our fellow
colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of National Social Worker Month, | would like to recognize
two programs offered by Nunavut Arctic College that trains professionals in the social
work field. The first program is Social Service Worker Program. The second program,
the Bachelor of Social Work Program launched in September 2021, is delivered in
partnership with Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador.

Mr. Speaker, since 2004 approximately 70 students have graduated with a diploma from
the Social Work Program. These graduates now fill important positions in social work
fields, such as addiction services, community justice, family services, mental health,
school counsellors, social work, and youth outreach work.

Currently there are six beneficiaries enrolled in their final year of the diploma program in
Rankin Inlet, and | am thrilled to say that we have six students in Cambridge Bay who
started their journey to obtain a Bachelor of Social Work.

Mr. Speaker, | am excited to share that we are accepting applications for the Social
Worker Program and Bachelor of Social Work programs which will be offered in Igaluit
and Cambridge Bay. We encourage all those interested to apply.
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Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking those graduates who are working in our social
work field and those pursuing their diploma or degree, as they dedicate their careers to
improving the lives Nunavummiut. Quana, Mr. Speaker.

>>Applause
Speaker: Ministers’ Statements. Hon. Minister for Environment, Mr. David Akeeagok.
Minister’s Statement 036 — 6(1): Renewable Energy Support Program

Hon. David Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to thank
Nunavummiut for their great interest in the Government of Nunavut’s Renewable Energy
Support Program.

Mr. Speaker, since the program launch on November 22, 82 Nunavummiut have applied
to the Climate Change Secretariat for funding to install solar or wind systems on their
cabins.

(interpretation ends) The Renewable Energy Cabin Grant Program’s initial budget was
$172,000, enough to fund the installation of 35 systems. In January the government
allocated an additional $100,000 to fund at least 22 more. My department has already
processed payment for 35 applicants, and the rest of the funds will be distributed in the
coming weeks.

Mr. Speaker, my department also partnered with the Nunavut Housing Corporation to
develop and implement the Renewable Energy Homeowners Grant Program. This
program supports homeowners who want to install solar systems on their homes by
providing up to half of the system’s cost, for a grant of up to $30,000. This program aims
to reduce the pressure on the Qulliq Energy Corporation’s diesel-based electricity
production and increase the number of homeowners participating in the Qulliq Energy
Corporation’s Net Metering Program.

(interpretation) Mr. Speaker, the demand for these programs shows that Nunavummiut
support the development of clean energy initiatives in the territory. Together we can
decrease our greenhouse gas emissions while increasing our self-reliance in the face of
climate change. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

>>Applause

Speaker: Ministers’ Statements. Hon. Minister for Health, Mr. Main.

Minister’s Statement 037 — 6(1): Mental Health Paraprofessional Hiring

Hon. John Main (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good day, colleagues.
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Mr. Speaker, the Inuusivut Mental Health and Addictions Division works hard to ensure
Nunavummiut are provided with care that is sustainable and culturally appropriate to
improve mental health outcomes and combat suicide in our territory.

mental health services are accessible and diverse, the Inuusivut Mental Health and
Addictions Division is prioritizing the hiring of paraprofessional staff within each
community across the territory.

Nunavut Inuit, includes a professional development component that provides opportunity
for individuals of different experience levels to join Mental Health and Addictions.

paraprofessionals have been hired throughout the territory. These staff have implemented
many successful programs and initiatives in communities across Nunavut. Some recent
examples include sewing programs; grief support; outreach through care packages; teen
group support; elders tea events; contests to foster community engagement; and local
radio shows to promote awareness about mental health, addictions, and wellness.

trauma-informed care promotes positive mental health outcomes for all Nunavummiut.
This program is another demonstration of my department’s commitment to incorporate
Inuit societal values in our day-to-day service delivery; more specifically, through
Pijitsirnig, Pilimmaksarnig/Pijariugsarnig, and Pilirigatigiinnig/lkajuqtigiinniq, as we
band together to develop the skills of our staff with the goal of providing better care for
our communities by Nunavummiut and for Nunavummiut. (interpretation) Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

>>Applause

Speaker: Ministers’ Statements. Hon. Minister responsible for the Qulliq Energy
Corporation, Ms. Quassa.

Minister’s Statement 038 — 6(1): Sanikiluag — New District Heating System

Hon. Joanna Quassa (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good day, colleagues
and Nunavummiut.

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, | rise today to applaud the QEC’s recent completion of
a new district heating system in Sanikiluag.

In 2018 the Government of Canada, through Environment and Climate Change Canada
and its Low Carbon Economy Leadership Fund, announced investments of more than $12
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million in energy efficiency upgrades to help Nunavut residents save energy and money.
These focused investments included funding for two new district heating systems for
Sanikiluag and Taloyoak.

A district heating system (DHS) is an alternative energy technology that uses residual
heat produced as a by-product of generating power and then provides it to commercial
and institutional spaces to reduce carbon emissions and generate savings on fuel.

Current estimates suggest that Sanikiluaq’s new district heating system, which supplies
heat to Nuiyak School and Paatsaali High School, will displace close to 124,000 litres of
fuel and over 340 tonnes of carbon annually.

Mr. Speaker, commercial and institutional customers in Sanikiluaqg, lgaluit, Arviat,
Kugluktuk, Pangnirtung, and Rankin Inlet are currently benefitting from reduced carbon
emissions and energy costs through district heating systems.

Mr. Speaker, these projects come with significant capital costs. Once again | want to
thank the Government of Canada and its generosity through programs like the Low
Carbon Economy Fund. I also want to thank the Government of Nunavut and the Hamlet
of Sanikiluaq for their collaborative work with the Qulliq Energy Corporation to expand
this technology. This same funding support will enable the Qullig Energy Corporation to
bring district heating to Taloyoak next year.

As part of our commitment to finding alternative energy sources that enhance energy
efficiency and reduce carbon emissions, the Qullig Energy Corporation continues to
explore future installations of district heating systems in other communities. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.
>>Applause
Speaker: Members’ Statements. Member for Netsilik, Mr. Quqgqiagq.

Item 3: Members’ Statements

Member’s Statement 067 — 6(1): Federal Funding Announcement

Mr. Quqgiaq: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to talk about some good news for
my constituency of Netsilik.

Mr. Speaker, on Friday of last week, the federal Canadian Northern Economic
Development Agency announced funding for a number of important projects in the
communities of Taloyoak and Kugaaruk.

Mr. Speaker, the first announcement concerns a new municipal service garage in
Kugaaruk. The announcement indicated that the Canadian Northern Economic
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Development Agency is “investing $1,000,000 in a two-year project with a further
investment of $2,308,173 by the Hamlet of Kugaaruk.

The total cost of the project is $3,308,173. This project will replace an existing forty-year
old garage with a new six-bay service garage for the community.

It will include new equipment so the Hamlet can continue to provide needed services for
motor vehicles, small engine repair, and community service trucks.

The Hamlet is the only provider of mechanical services and the project ensures the
community is well-equipped to provide mechanical services to its residents. It will result
in two full-time positions, two part-time positions, and six positions during the
construction phase of the project.”

Mr. Speaker, the second announcement concerns new recreational infrastructure in
Kugaaruk. The announcement indicated that the Canadian Northern Economic
Development Agency is “investing $87,500 towards a one-year project to construct a ball
diamond. This will allow the Hamlet to convert the land they own into a ball diamond
and play field. It will include purchasing and installing fence material, ball diamond
dugouts, and bleachers.

Additionally, staff will be hired to complete installation of materials. This project will
create two short-term jobs during the project and a safe ball diamond and play area for
the community to use.”

Mr. Speaker, | seek unanimous consent to conclude my statement. Thank you.

Speaker: Thank you. The member is seeking unanimous consent to conclude his
statement. Are there any nays? There are none. Please continue, Mr. Quggiag.

Mr. Quqgiaq: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, the third announcement concerns new cultural infrastructure in Taloyoak.
The announcement indicated that the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency
is “investing $204,383 towards a two-year project, with a further investment of $58,117
from the Government of Nunavut, to support the renovation of an unused Hamlet
building into a Youth/Elders Community Centre in Taloyoak.

The total cost of the project is $262,500. The project includes the demolition of existing
components, carpentry work, installation of doors and windows, flooring, painting,
kitchen and washroom fixtures and millwork, and the installation of an exterior
wheelchair access ramp.

The Hamlet will be able to improve accessibility and usage of a community space. It will
also create one full-time position to coordinate cultural programming at the Centre. This
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project will provide a safe gathering space for youth and elders, support community
morale and mental health, and promote cultural exchanges between youth and elders.”

Mr. Speaker, the fourth and final announcement concerns a food security initiative in
Taloyoak. Mr. Speaker, the announcement indicated that the Canadian Northern
Economic Development Agency is “investing $128,500 towards a two-year project to
renovate an old Hamlet office building and the installation of an industrial kitchen to
establish a daily community soup kitchen serving 200 hot meals per day.

Funding will support plumbing, electrical work, flooring, and interior carpentry to
convert the building.

In addition to the soup kitchen, the renovated building will host the existing school
breakfast program.

To run both programs, the Hamlet will expand two part-time jobs to full-time jobs and
create two new full-time jobs.

This project will help reduce food insecurity in the community, support low income
households, and support community morale and mental health.”

Mr. Speaker, | strongly support all of these projects and | wish to take this opportunity to
express my appreciation to all of the parties that were involved in their development.

Mr. Speaker, it’s good to be able to start our week with good news. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

>>Applause

Speaker: Members’ Statements. Member for Rankin Inlet North-Chesterfield Inlet, Mr.
Sammurtok.

Member’s Statement 068 — 6(1): Chesterfield Inlet Community Learning Centre

Mr. Sammurtok (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good day to the people of
Rankin Inlet, Chesterfield Inlet, and Nunavut.

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, | rise today to address the urgent need for a new
community learning centre for the community of Chesterfield Inlet.

Mr. Speaker, in November 2020 the Minister responsible for Nunavut Arctic College
tabled a preliminary report on the status of community learning centres across Nunavut.
This report shows that the Chesterfield Inlet Learning Centre was last assessed in 2012
and at that time its overall condition was rated as “poor.” Mr. Speaker, that was over a
decade ago.



Monday, March 14, 2022 Nunavut Hansard 9

Mr. Speaker, the learning centre is 90 square metres, one of the smallest facilities in
Nunavut. It contains a single classroom and a computer lab. Due to its small size, only
one course can be delivered per season. When the community tries to run more than one
program, students must share the classroom, which negatively affects their learning.

Mr. Speaker, learning opportunities are critical for our constituents to obtain the skills
and knowledge necessary for employment and career development. Without a decent
location in which to learn and study, their options remain limited and their futures look
bleak.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly urge the government to invest in the necessary infrastructure to
better enable the residents of Chesterfield Inlet to access adult learning opportunities.

| encourage the Minister responsible for Nunavut Arctic College to bring forward a new
community learning centre project for Chesterfield Inlet in her capital plan.

At the appropriate time, Mr. Speaker, | will have questions on this issue.
Speaker: Members’ Statements. Member for Aivilik, Mr. Malliki.
Member’s Statement 069 — 6(1): Federal Funding Announcement

Mr. Malliki (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good day to the people of Naujaat
and Coral Harbour and Nunavummiut.

(interpretation ends) Thank you. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to make a statement
concerning Friday’s federal announcement, which included some good news for my
constituents.

Mr. Speaker, the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency announced funding
for a number of projects in the territory. The announcement indicated that “CanNor is
investing $225,000 towards a two-year project with a further investment of $50,000 from
the Hamlet of Naujaat and $125,000 from the Government of Nunavut.

The total cost of the project is $400,000. The project will build a community access trail
that will run 15 km northeast of Naujaat.

It will also provide access to natural aggregate sources for the hamlet that can be used for
construction and increase the potential of carving stones and ecotourism opportunities to
community members.

The trail will also improve safety for traditional harvesters.

This project will result in small scale infrastructure that contributes to economic
development and outdoor access in the community.”
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Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to express my support and appreciation for this investment,
which will benefit communities. | will also have some questions for the appropriate
minister concerning the Government of Nunavut’s role. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

>>Applause
Speaker: Members’ Statements. Member for Baker Lake, Mr. Simailak.
Member’s Statement 070 — 6(1): Exceptional Baker Lake Youth

Mr. Simailak: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (interpretation) Good day to my fellow residents
of Baker Lake.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize two exceptional youth from my community of
Baker Lake.

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, Kassidy Klinger and Haley Hachey are grade 11
students at the Amitnaaq High School in Baker Lake. They work extremely hard at their
academic studies, yet they still dedicate time to working on their school yearbook and
ensuring that all the deadlines are met to finalize it. They were a part of last year’s school
yearbook, which was fantastic, and | admire their dedication to working on the new one
for this school year.

Mr. Speaker, for almost a decade, the Nunavut Law Foundation has awarded the
Upinnaqtug Award to students and youth across Nunavut for demonstrating leadership
and conflict resolution abilities to promote peace amongst their peers. Haley and Kassidy
were a part of the February 28, 2022 Nunavut News article showing that.

Mr. Speaker, for almost a decade, the Nunavut Law Foundation has awarded the
Upinnaqtug Award to students and youth across Nunavut for demonstrating leadership
and conflict resolution abilities to promote peace amongst their peers. The youth chosen
for this award have made substantial efforts to be role models who demonstrate positive
attitude and behaviour.

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud of Kassidy and Haley, who are this year’s recipients of the
Upinnaqtuq Award.

Mr. Speaker, Kassidy and Haley were not only the driving forces behind finalizing the
school yearbook, but they are incredible and inspiring individuals.

Mr. Speaker, these are Nunavut’s future leaders. These youth are excellent role models
for Baker Lake and beyond. | am confident that they will have many more successes in
the future.
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Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating Baker Lake’s Kassidy
Klinger and Haley Hachey on receiving this year’s Upinnaqtuq Award. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

>>Applause
Speaker: Members’ Statements. Member for Hudson Bay, Mr. Qavvik.
Member’s Statement 071 — 6(1): Reviving Sanikiluaq’s Najuqsivik Daycare

Mr. Qavvik: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good afternoon, colleagues (interpretation) and
all Nunavummiut.

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, | rise today to thank the Department of Education for
stepping in to help revive Sanikiluaq’s Najugsivik Daycare.

I would also like to extend my thanks to the Sanikiluaq District Education Authority, the
parent volunteers of Sanikiluaq as well as the principal of Nuiyak School and the vice-
principal of Paatsaali High School for their commitment towards getting the daycare up
and running again.

Mr. Speaker, the Najugsivik Day Care unfortunately closed due to some serious
administrative and financial troubles.

As we all know, early childhood education plays an important role in preparing children
for a successful life ahead, especially as they enter the school system. A safe and reliable
daycare program also permits parents to take advantage of employment opportunities.
Having daycare spaces available in the community is important for the well-being of
Sanikiluag families.

Mr. Speaker, Nunavut’s Education Act provides for local district education authorities to
deliver early childhood education programs in their communities with the support of the
Department of Education.

| am very pleased that the Sanikiluag District Education Authority is working with the
department, school staff, and the parent volunteer committee to revive the daycares.

Mr. Speaker, | recognize that there are some steps to be completed before the daycares
can officially open again. It is important that the financial contribution agreement, the
staff hiring, and a plan for moving forward are all in place before the doors can open.
At the appropriate time | will have questions on this issue. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Members’ Statements. Member for Tununiq, Ms. Nutarak.
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Member’s Statement 072 — 6(1): Happy Birthday to Rhoda Koonoo
Ms. Nutarak (interpretation): Thank you, not Chairman, Mr. Speaker. I’'m sorry.

Today | wish to publicly acknowledge my paternal aunt Rhoda Qaumajuainnuk Koonoo,
who turned 80 today, and she continues to work periodically, continuously involved in
local initiatives, such as sewing classes, and | take great pride in her civic-mindedness,
and truly grateful she has reached this day, where she is celebrating her birthday.

Let us all congratulate her on her 80th birthdate. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
>>Applause

Speaker: Thank you. I hope | can get to that age someday too.

Members’ Statements. Member for South Baffin, Mr. Joanasie.
Member’s Statement 073 — 6(1): Exceptional Youth in South Baffin

Hon. David Joanasie (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good day, colleagues
and Nunavummiut.

Mr. Speaker, | think I hold the same type of celebratory thoughts as expressed by my
colleague from Baker Lake, as we probably thought of voicing our thanks, as | too wish
to acknowledge constituents who received the Upinnaqtuq Awards here in the South
Baffin region, and | want to express my gratitude on their accomplishment.

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, a recent article in the Nunavut news media covered
this important subject and | would like to read some excerpts about these fine young
people in my riding.

The first one is Andy Saggiatok of Kinngait. He “epitomizes community service and
engagement. When the local arena was shut down due to mechanical and staffing issues,
a huge gap was left in the community. Andy organized his friends and took the initiative
to clear a small lake behind the school. He was never discouraged and never asked for
recognition. He created a safe space for the community to come together. He showed
initiative and leadership. He is an inspiration and role model to others and shows that one
person can make a difference.”

Mr. Speaker, another young person in my riding by the name of Gabe Allen of Kimmirut
is a “true peacemaker. He naturally defuses situations and resolves peer conflicts. He
mentors and supports other students where needed. Gabe has greatly improved his
academics and attendance and has a wonderful work ethic. Gabe’s calm demeanor and
kindness sets a standard for others in the school and wider community.”
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Mr. Speaker, another young Kimmirummiutag named Johnny Padlug has “successfully
overcome many challenges in his life. These challenges during his elementary and middle
school years greatly affected his behaviour. He has since developed impressive self-
regulation skills. He is a kind, courteous and well-mannered individual who goes out of
his way to offer help and support. He has developed strong academic skills and works
hard. He has excelled in grade 10 and has opened doors to many opportunities.”

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Joyce Tunnillie of Kinngait has “faced many challenges in the past.
She has discovered her capacity not just to cope but to thrive.”

| seek unanimous consent to conclude my statement, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Thank you. The member is seeking unanimous consent to conclude his
statement. Are there any nays? There are none. Please continue, Mr. Joanasie.

Hon. David Joanasie: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, Joyce has “shown growth in character, maturity, and self-confidence. Joyce
faces the world with a smile and quiet dignity. She resolved conflicts within herself and
her demeanor invites conversation and relationships. She has become a leader who
demonstrates through action and attitude that conflicts can be resolved peacefully.”

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank the Nunavut Law Foundation for developing this
award program for our youth, who are our future. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

>>Applause

Speaker: Thank you. | have no more names on my list. Sorry. Member for Igaluit-
Niagunnguu, Mr. Pauloosie Akeeagok.

Member’s Statement 074 — 6(1): Happy Birthday to Mother-in-law

Hon. P.J. Akeeagok (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for recognizing me.
Again, I would like to recognize a long-time Niaqunnguut resident. It’s my mother-in-
law’s birthday, Towaga Thibaudeau. She is 74 years old, but she is still very young at
heart.

I would like to recognize my mother-in-law. She has been an interpreter at the hospital
for approximately 20 years and has contributed greatly to our community. She is retired
now and relaxing with her grandchildren.

I would like to recognize Towaga Thibaudeau. We love you and | wanted to recognize
her on her special day. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

>>Applause
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Speaker: Thank you. I have no more names. (interpretation) As we prepare to go to other
items, | first wish my fellow residents of Gjoa Have condolences and the family is in my
thoughts today, as we just lost a loved one this morning. | voice my sorrow and apologies
to his wife and children, as they attempted to catch his last breath by travelling to
Edmonton, but they landed after he had passed away.

His family, wife and children are in our thoughts, and this person also had a relative who
IS serving as one of our interpreters. All residents of Gjoa Haven are in my thoughts
today, so please remember that.

(interpretation ends) Item 4. Returns to Oral Questions. Hon. Minister of Education, Ms.
Gross.

Item 4: Returns to Oral Questions
Return to Oral Question 023 — 6(1): Attendance in Nunavut Schools

Hon. Pamela Gross: Quana, Mr. Speaker. | have a return to oral question 23 — 6(1)
asked by the Member of Arviat South on March 8, 2022 concerning school attendance.

Mr. Speaker, this return is quite detailed. | have filed it with the Clerk for transcribing
into the Hansard for the public record and for distribution to all members. Quana, Mr.
Speaker.

Speaker: Thank you. Item 5. As are closed to the public, there is no recognition of
visitors in the gallery. Item 6. Oral Questions. Member for Amittug, Mr. Kaernerk.

Item 6: Oral Questions
Question 062 — 6(1): Public Housing Construction

Mr. Kaernerk (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good day, colleagues,
especially my fellow residents of Amittug.

(interpretation ends) Mr. Speaker, my questions are for the Minister responsible for the
Nunavut Housing Corporation and they concern the issue of housing needs in Amittug.

Mr. Speaker, as the minister is aware, both Sanirajak and Igloolik are experiencing
housing shortages. As the minister will recall, the Nunavut Housing Corporation’s capital
estimates for 2020-21 and 2021-22, right here, include funding for the construction of a
total of 20 new public housing units in Sanirajak.

Now, during the legislative sitting of June 2, 2021, MLAs learned that although some of

the Nunavut Housing Corporation’s constructions of new units would be postponed as a
result of change in cost issues, the planned units for Sanirajak wouldn’t be going ahead.

*See Appendix for full text of Return to Oral Question 23 — 6(1).
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Now, can the minister provide an update on the status of Sanirajak’s units?
(interpretation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Hon. Minister responsible for the Nunavut Housing Corporation, Mr. Kusugak.

Hon. Lorne Kusugak (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. From what | understand,
the housing units that were slated for Sanirajak are going to go ahead. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Speaker: Your first supplementary, Mr. Kaernerk.

Mr. Kaernerk (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, we realize this project
is recommencing as we all heard about. Now, on March 4, the federal Minister
responsible for the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation announced that in the
House of Commons.

You stated you had met with your counterpart on how the construction costs of the
affordable housing units could be lowered, now within the news release, it announced
that two multiplex units would be constructed in Sanirajak, out of the total amount
from...let me say it in English, (interpretation ends) the Rapid Housing Initiative,
(interpretation) as it is named.

Can the minister clarify to the residents of Amittug that the 20 units scheduled for fiscal
year 2020-21 and 2021-22 are listed within our capital estimates? What is the status of
this? Are there changes regarding Sanirajak? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Minister responsible for the Nunavut Housing Corporation, Mr. Kusugak.

Hon. Lorne Kusugak (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My colleague
mentioned the funds from (interpretation ends) the Rapid Housing Initiative.
(interpretation) The announcement stated that the federal government will construct 10
units in Sanirajak. That will still proceed, Mr. Speaker. According to the information
presented to me, they will be available for rent in Sanirajak starting October 2022, in the
fall. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Your second and final supplementary, Mr. Kaernerk.

Mr. Kaernerk (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you, minister, for that
clarification. Now, I wish to ask the minister to provide more details pertaining to the
planned construction of units and the schedules arbitrated by the NHC, as the report
states that Igloolik is the tenth on the list.

Furthermore, our fellow residents of Amittug who reside in Igloolik have clamoured for
housing units, albeit considering our miniscule housing budget that never matches the
required housing numbers requested to meet their needs, thusly the continual requests for
more housing units from all communities.
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Additionally, like other communities, Amittuq residents in Igloolik inhabit overcrowded
homes, mouldy units that are becoming uninhabitable, along with antiquated or
dilapidated housing, that contribute to further difficulties such as damaged units.

An example, people get evicted who no longer inhabit a house anymore. What is
Igloolik’s status this year? Where does Igloolik rank with the NHC categories? Looking
at the numbers pertaining to the community of Igloolik, I wish to know where they stand
in terms of enumeration and their eligibility status. | would like the Minister responsible
for Housing to answer. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Minister responsible for the Nunavut Housing Corporation, Mr. Kusugak.

Hon. Lorne Kusugak (interpretation): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My colleague
mentioned that he assumed that Igloolik was the tenth in the list of communities requiring
more housing or suffering housing shortages. Now, he has that numbering, and I will
double-check to see if indeed, that is the still the case, and | will commit to see if that is
true as the community was still ranked tenth at the last report.

Mr. Speaker, my colleague mentioned some of the difficulties in Igloolik, but that is par
for the course throughout Nunavut, as many communities suffer from units that are
almost uninhabitable as every community is facing many of these same issues in light of
their housing shortages. Even in cases where housing numbers are adequate, the units
inhabited are also suffering mouldy conditions or damages that cause problems for many
local housing associations.

We use these same arguments to try to attain more funding, the example my colleague
used in his question about the (interpretation ends) Rapid Housing Initiative
(interpretation) to try to garner more funding allocations from our southern federal
government into housing units in Nunavut, and it is always good to hear more notices.

| can say that the member might not have been here when | announced that we are
reviewing how to construct more units in the ten communities with the greatest housing
needs, as continual construction to meet their needs would mean leaving the construction
projects required in the lower ranked communities. They cannot just wait as well for
housing, while we try to meet certain community needs. We are looking to see if there is
any way to adjust the formula. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Oral Questions. Member for Igaluit-Sinaa, Ms. Brewster.
Question 063 — 6(1): Support for Small Businesses
Ms. Brewster: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions are for the Minister of Economic

Development and Transportation, and they concern his department’s Small Business
Support Program.
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Mr. Speaker, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on small businesses has been
significant.

| have been inspired by the resilience and energy that the entrepreneurs of this
community have displayed over the past two very difficult years.

Mandatory closures and facility capacity limits have seriously impacted the viability of
small businesses, as we know, especially in the hospitality and personal services sectors
of the economy. Two years without significant tourism has hit our artists hard. This has
been particularly visible here in Igaluit.

Mr. Speaker, in response to the Omicron wave that arrived in late December, the
Department of Economic Development and Transportation announced a second call for
applications from small businesses, artists, craftspeople, retailers, tourism operators, and
harvesters for up to $5,000 in support under the Small Business Support Program.
Applications close on March 31, just over two weeks from today.

Can the minister update the House today on how many applications have been received
and approved by his department during 2022? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Hon. Minister of Economic Development and Transportation, Mr. Kusugak.

Hon. Lorne Kusugak: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My colleague is correct; COVID has
had some real hard impact on our business community, who have struggled even at the
best of times pre-COVID. It has been a very hard struggle.

Mr. Speaker, in terms of applications so far for small business support, the latest
information | currently have on that is that we’ve had close to 70 applications approved
so far on those sectors that my colleague is asking for. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Your first supplementary, Ms. Brewster.

Ms. Brewster: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you, minister, for that response. | think
we can all agree that when it comes to the future of COVID, we don’