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June 02, 2026 
 
Chair Fred Pedersen 
Chair of the Committee of the Whole 
Legislative Assembly of Nunavut 
926 Sivumugiaq Street  
Iqaluit, Nunavut  X0A 3H0 
 
RE: Clarification Committee of the Whole appearance, Spring 2026 
 
Dear Chair Pedersen,  
 
Thank you and the Committee for the thoughtful questions during the Department of Health’s Committee 
of the Whole appearance on May 25, 2026. I am writing to clarify my response regarding the Hospital 
Insurance and Health and Social Services Administration Act (HIHSSAA).  
 
During Committee, I was asked about the department’s timetable for finalizing regulations related to the 
HIHSSAA. There are currently two separate initiatives underway in relation to this legislation.  
 
Bill 79, An Act to Amend the Hospital Insurance and Health and Social Services Administration Act received 
assent on September 18, 2025. These targeted amendments established the legislative framework for 
recovery and healing facilities in Nunavut, including Aqqusariaq. The department is currently developing 
associated regulations, with completion anticipated before the end of the calendar year. 
 
Separate from this work, the initiative referenced in Health’s 2026-2030 business plan involves a broader 
review of the Hospital Insurance and Health and Social Services Administration Act and the Medical Care 
Act, with the goal of repealing and replacing both Acts. The department plans to begin wider consultations 
later this fiscal year as part of that review.  
 
For clarity, the regulations being developed to support Aqqusariaq form part of the broader repeal-and-
replace initiative.  
 
I am providing this clarification to ensure the Committee has accurate information regarding these initiatives.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Hon. Janet Pitsiulaaq Brewster 
Minister of Health 
Minister Responsible for Suicide Prevention  
 
cc: Megan Hunt, Deputy Minister of Health  
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