January 14th, 2021

A numerous amount of Baker Lake residents participated in conversations
regarding the immediate need to open a 24 hour care home for the fragile
seniors of our community. With the possibility of this idea to move forward the
people of Baker seek information from the Hamlet, in hopes this urgent

requirement is considered in order to provide service to our most respected
members of our society. ( Pijitsirniq)

Nunavut has a total of 3 long-term care homes; 100% are publicly owned.
Canada has a total of 2,039 long-term care homes; 46% are publicly owned and

54% are privately owned; the breakdown for privately owned homes is 28%
for-profit and 23% not-for-profit.

At this time residents of Baker Lake who can no longer remain home alone for an
extended period of time or need medical attention are shipped off like cargo to
another community or possibly even out of province to spend the rest of their
time on this earth with strangers. The impact of such a decision for the family
involved is tremendous. And it goes without saying the despair it brings to the
elder needing such care. This may often cause great trauma among family when
certain members are asked or feel obligated to leave their place of employment
to take care of an elder. Therefore restricting their finances or taking on a burden
that may cause unnecessary conflicts among the family for reasons that are
obvious. It is apparent that even though you may have an elderly parent this
does not mean one has the ability to care properly for that person, especially if

there is medication needed or if mobility is an issue. Without a doubt a proper
facility is needed to provide that care!

We ask of you the Hamlet to pull together your resources and seek assistance
from where ever possible to assure the Elders of Baker Lake do not lose all
dignity in the final stage of their lives. We must encourage all who can take part
to unite and make sure our Elders now and in the future can remain in their
familiar surroundings and culture. We as a community must embrace the need of
each member and grow strong as a unified society. Inuit societal values are and
indeed the foundation we must live by and the only way to do so is through our
action to protect, respect and serve our Elders. Do not make this decision about
cost or the financial gain rather think of the enrichment and pride of all
community members.

Thank you
Tabled Document 402-5(2)
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