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Minister’s Message  
I am please to submit the 2020 Public Health Act Annual Report to the Legislative 
Assembly.  
 
Section 43(b) of the Public Health Act requires the Minister to prepare an annual report 
within six months of the end of each calendar year and table the report in the Legislative 
Assembly during the first sitting of the Assembly after each report is prepared.  
 
The annual report fulfils the obligation to report to the Legislative Assembly on 
reportable events, outbreaks, public health emergencies, and inspections completed 
under the Public Health Act during the preceding year.  
 
This report marks the first year of reporting, since Bill 14, the Public Health Act, came 
into force on January 1, 2020. The preparation and tabling of an annual report is an 
important tool to ensure transparency and accountability to the Nunavummiut.  
 
This report covers the period from January 1, 2020, to December 31, 2020.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
  
Hon. Lorne Kusugak 
Minister of Health      
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Public Health Emergencies 
Under the Public Health Act, the Chief Public Health Officer (CPHO) of Nunavut may 
recommend that a public health emergency be declared if additional special measures, 
such as public health orders, are needed to protect the public health and prevent, 
remedy, or mitigate the effects of the emergency. 
 
On March 20, 2020, upon recommendation from the CPHO, and in response to COVID-
19, the Minister of Health declared a state of public health emergency. Since then, the 
public health emergency order has been extended every two weeks.   
 
For 2020, 19 public health orders extending the public health emergency were issued. 
The last order extending the public health emergency for 2020 was issued on 
December 25, 2020 until the end of January 8, 2021.  
 
To prevent the spread of COVID-19 in Nunavut, the CPHO has also issued several 
public health orders including restrictions around travel, mandatory self-isolation, food 
service establishments, and physical distancing and gatherings. Public health orders 
are in place for the duration of the declared public health emergency, and are 
monitored, reviewed, and amended, as necessary. 

Outbreaks & Reportable Events 
As per the Public Health Act, outbreaks are defined as a cluster of cases of a condition, 
usually a communicable disease, that is linked by person, place, or time, and includes 
clusters of cases where no specific cause has been identified. Reportable events are 
defined as the occurrence of communicable diseases and zoonotic diseases. A zoonotic 
disease is an infectious disease that has moved from an animal to a human. 
 
COVID-19  
For the period of January 1, 2020, to December 31, 2020, there were four (4) outbreaks 
of COVID-19 in Nunavut (Hope Bay Mine, Rankin Inlet, Arviat, Whale Cove). The first 
positive case of COVID-19 was reported on April 29, 2020, in Pond Inlet. However, on 
May 4, 2020, it was determined that the test result was a false positive. Additionally, 
Nunavut’s first case of COVID-19 was identified in Sanikiluaq on November 6, 2020. 
However, there were only two (2) cases reported in the community and no community 
transmission, which means it was not considered an outbreak as per the Public Health 
Act.   
 
Hope Bay Mine: 
Positive cases of COVID-19 were identified at Hope Bay Mine on September 28, 2020. 
A total of 14 cases were identified. The outbreak was over as of October 8, 2020.  
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Rankin Inlet: 
A positive case of COVID-19 was identified on November 10, 2020. A total of 19 cases 
were identified. The outbreak was over as of December 30, 2020. 
 
Arviat: 
A positive case of COVID-19 was identified on November 13, 2020. For 2020, a total of 
222 cases were identified. The outbreak was ongoing as of January 1, 2021.  
 
Whale Cove:  
Positive cases of COVID-19 were identified on November 17, 2020. For 2020, a total of 
23 cases were identified. The outbreak was ongoing as of January 1, 2021.   
 
Syphilis  
Nunavut’s syphilis outbreak began in 2012, when the syphilis rate reached 10 times the 
national average. The outbreak that was declared in 2012 is ongoing, and the disease is 
on the rise in Nunavut, particularly in the Kivalliq region.  
 
There are typically over 100 cases per year. For the period of January 1, 2020, to 
December 31, 2020, there were approximately 43 cases of syphilis in Nunavut. See 
below table for more information.  
 

Syphilis cases by region from 2012 to 2020 
Year Qikiqtani Kitikmeot Kivalliq Total 

2012 30 <5* <5* 30+ 
2013 59 <5* <5* 59+ 
2014 94 <5* <5* 94+ 
2015 37 8 23 68 
2016 23 10 88 121 
2017 16 6 87 109 
2018 34 0 76 110 
2019 63 0 45 108 
2020 23 <5* 20 43+ 

*Due to privacy and confidentiality the exact figure is not included (and a + is included to account 
for these in the total).  
Counts may be slight underestimate due to ongoing follow-up required for some case report 
forms.  
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Communicable disease and epidemiology teams continue to maintain ongoing syphilis 
outbreak response measures. Health has updated public health protocols and 
resources in response to the outbreak and is providing ongoing education and training 
to health professionals on case management and timely partner notification.  
 
Health continues to participate in a national Syphilis Outbreak Investigation 
Coordinating Committee (SOICC) to adopt and share the best practices in responding 
to this issue.  
 
Pertussis 
For the period of January 1, 2020, to December 31, 2020, there was one pertussis 
(whooping cough) outbreak in Sanikiluaq. There were 18 confirmed cases, and two 
probable cases reported between May and July 2020. The outbreak was declared over 
in September 2020. 
 
Zoonotic Disease 
For the period of January 1, 2020, to December 31, 2020, there were no zoonotic 
diseases reported. 

Number of Inspections 
Health is committed to the protection and promotion of public health through education, 
regular inspection of facilities, and investigation of environmental health hazards. 
During a community visit from an Environmental Health Officer (EHO), all public 
facilities are inspected, complaints are investigated, and relevant education is provided. 
Environmental health inspections of facilities occur twice yearly and without prior 
notification. 
 
For the period of January 1, 2020, to December 31, 2020, EHOs conducted 27 
community visits for a total of 733 site inspections. Typically, EHOs aim to visit 
communities twice a year to conduct site inspections. Since March 2020, all community 
visits and site inspections have addressed COVID-19 related issues. During these 
visits, EHOs supported the education, training and cleaning for Health personnel and 
Health Centres to ensure sites were meeting certain guidelines associated with general 
cleaning procedures including sanitizing equipment, communicating with the public (i.e., 
signs enforcing masking, number of customers in stores, establishing one-way 
directional flow) and encouraging social distancing. See table below for inspections that 
took place in 2020.  
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Inspections Conducted by Community in 2020 
Community Community Visits  # of Site 

Inspections* 
Qikiqtani   
Arctic Bay June 2020 18 
Clyde River March 2020  5 
Grise Fiord June 2020 15 
Igloolik September 2020 32 
Iqaluit Position is based in Iqaluit, and inspections are conducted regularly 143 
Kimmirut January 2020 and August 2020 34 
Kinngait June 2020 30 

Pangnirtung Position is based in Pangnirtung, and inspections are conducted 
regularly 

14 

Pond Inlet March 2020  13 
Qikiqtarjuaq July 2020 and December 2020 3 
Resolute Bay June 2020 15 
Sanirajak October 2020 29 

 Total # of Site Inspections for Qikiqtani 351 
Kivalliq    
Arviat March 2020 and June 2020  61 
Baker Lake April 2020 and September 2020  52 
Chesterfield Inlet April 2020  9 
Coral Harbour May 2020  11 
Naujaat April 2020 and October 2020 44 

Rankin Inlet Position is based in Rankin Inlet, and inspections are conducted 
regularly 

54 

Sanikiluaq February 2020 and May 2020  42 
Whale Cove March 2020  22 

 Total # of Site Inspections for Kivalliq  295 
Kitikmeot    
Cambridge Bay Position is based in Cambridge Bay, and inspections are conducted 

regularly 
16 

Gjoa Haven May 2020 18 
Kugaaruk April 2020 16 
Kugluktuk May 2020 21 
Taloyoak April 2020 16 

 Total # of Site Inspections for Kitikmeot  87 
 

Total # of Site Inspections for Nunavut  733 
*The number of site inspections reflects how many times a site was visited, not the total 
number of sites in a community.  
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